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Discover the 
2008 Tiburon. 


This seductively-styled coupe's magnetic personality follows through with fun-to-drive, sports car handling and an 
unyielding ability to turn heads, One look at its muscular front end, the flowing curve of its body panels and its low 
stance reveals the taut, agile profile of a true performer. Discover an automobile that delivers driving excitement. 
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Cash Purchase Price (D&D INCL)* 9 te Cash Purchase Price (D&D INCL.)* 
G5 Sport with AC & Sunroof Starting At FREE WINTER ul RES Starting At 


> $0 Down Includes taxes or $0 Down Includes taxes 


Discover the 
2008 Veracruz. 


The 2008 Veracruz is stylish, feature-packed, and the result of meticulous engineering and design. Wouldn't it be 
nice to turn tedlum into delight, and mundane routine into pleasant surprise? When driving tums into one unending 
commute, the little luxuries can mean the difference between road bliss and road rage. 


Discover the 
2008 Entourage. 


The ideal combination 
of size, safety and utility, 


Discover the 
2008 Santa Fe. 


The smart and agile 
compact CUY 
Cash Purchase Price (D&D INCL)* 
Starting At 


or $0 Down Includes taxes or $0 Down Includes taxes 


Cash Purchase Price (D&D INCL.)* 
Starting At 
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Tri rim the tree and your 
bill with a $15 plan. 


And with 
Koodo Mobile: 


You Pay No System 
Access Fee 
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No Fixed-Term Contr tract 

» All Plans Include Text 


Per-Second Billing 
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“Worth it.” 


That’s what people say. The 
only problem with Blundstone 
boots is that they never seem to 
wear out. Oh, people try. But after 
a few years of kicking the-bejeez 
out of them, they’re more 
comfortable than ever and 
still going strong. 
Expensive? 
Nope, they 
get cheaper 
by the day. 


The Original 
Available in 
Brown or Black 


www.blundstone.ca 


Campers Village - 1095!-170 St NW - 780-484-2700 
Gravity Pope = 10442 Whyte Ave - 780-439-1637 
Kunitz Shoes - 837 Saddleback Rd - 780-438-4259 

SoftMoc - West Edmonton Mall - 780-189-5616 
Wener Shoes - 10322 Jasper Ave - 780-422-2718 
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Here’s your opportunity | 


to save lives. 


Edmonton 


8249 - 114 Street 


Monday - Friday 
8:30 am - 1:30 pm 
3:00 pm - 7:00 pm 
| Saturday 
8:30 am - 2:30 pm 


| Book your life 


Saving appointment 


today! 


Call 1868 2 DONATE 


Donor Clinic 
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Charities are feeling the pinch from the economic downturn, 
and the worst is yet to come. 
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POWERTRAIN LIMITED WARRANTY 
ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE 
COURTESY TRANSPORTATION 
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2009 CHEVROLET COBALT LT 
THE BEST COVERAGE IN CANADA 


1,000 


* 2.2L 148hp Ecotec Engine = Power Windows, Locks, & Mirrors 


with Remote Keyless Entry » AM/FM/CD Player with MP3 Playback 


& iPod® Input Jack * Cruise Control » 1SM Model 


GM 
Canada 
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Encouraging debate 


SCOTT HARRIS / scott@vueweekly.com op” cng 
can tell a lot about the democrati¢ credentials of a She ntaiyiocing 
at the way in which it deals with voices that don't echo its own views or ideol- 
ogy. Healthy democracies need opposing perspectives to balance out the power 
of the government and to offer up altemative information and visions for debate in the 
public sphere. Such dialogue is especially important in places like Alberta, which hasn't 
seen a change in government for longer than many of its citizens have been alive. 

Unfortunately, encouraging—or even tolerating—critical voices isn’t something 

that is looked on very favourably by the provincial government. Culture Minister 
Lindsay Blackett last week told the CBC that he is considering adding mecha- 
nisms to the Alberta Film Development Program that would allow the govern- 
ment to exercise more creative control over films that receive provincial 
funding. Blackett is looking at the move after learning that Downstream, a docu- 
mentary short about Dr John O'Connor, who came to prominence after revealing 
a cluster of rare cancers in the community of Fort Chipewyan that might be 
linked to the tar sands, had received funding under the program. 

“If I'm going to actually invest money on behalf of Albertans into a film, the 
whole idea is to show Alberta in a better light, to create an economic diversifi- 
cation to help them, so anything that’s going to be negative is only going to be 
a negative impetus on this province,” Blackett told the CBC. 

The point of the program, of course, is actually to encourage filmmakers to 
come to Alberta and to hire Albertan talent, not to produce propaganda for the 
provincial government—that’s what the Public Affairs Bureau is for. 

Like Stephen Harper before him with similar provisions in Bill C-10, Blackett 
has since backtracked on his comments, but the fact that he made them in the first 
place sends a troubling message. 

Whether the government is willing to admit it or not, the tar sands are contro- 
versial and a legitimate debate about them needs to happen. The issue of whether 
and how to develop the tar sands is a critical one, and Albertans need perspec- 
tives from all sides to allow them to participate in the conversation about the mer- 
its and drawbacks of development. Encouraging such a debate is exactly where 
public money ought to be going. w 
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= LETTERS 


SKIING IN EUROPE 1S DOING JUST FINE 


Err, “Five years of sketchy snow condi- 
tions” in Europe (“European drought is 
finally over,” Dec 11 - Dec 18, 2008)? | 
don't thinkso. =~ 

There were those two poor months— 
November and December 2006, | 
think—is that what you've stretched to 
five years? 

Over five years snow in the Alps has 
been as deep as ever. This year it is set- 
ting incredible records, with three-metre 
accumulations already at many top 
resorts, heading towards four metres at 
some (Fernie eat your heart out). 

Last winter Kitzbuhel had its earliest 
ever opening in its 80 year history— 
early November 6, weeks ahead of 
schedule. 

It has caused problems—airports 
closed, power lines down, off-piste 
skiers killed in avalanches. 

For sketchy snow conditions over five 
years you'd be better looking closer to 
home. | recall, | think, most of the East 
having to,close down this time last year 
because it was too warm even for the 
snow guns to work. And BC isn’t looking 
very fabulous right now is it? 

| hope it'll dump down soon, though, 


as I've booked a fortnight in Revel- 
stoke/Banff at Easter! 

All the best from Scotland. 
PATRICK THORNE 


WOMEN AND POLITICS 


Before the recent political turmoil it was 
unusual to see women writing in the 
print or online comment sections of polit- 
ical stories in regional and national 
media. That has changed, and we're see- 
ing thoughtful comments from women 
amongst mostly male comments. 

| say thank goodness. It's about time 
that women spoke up—they are after 
all about 50 per cent of eligible voters. 

Many women have jobs that will be 
affected by a government that doesn't 
understand the role it has to play in help- 
ing to maintain jobs. They have husbands, 
sons, fathers and family that will be 
affected by a heartless or heedless feder- 
al government. They have pension plans 
that have been negatively affected by gov- 
emment actions and by government inac- 
tion. Apparently women are tired of a 
government that puts grasping power 
ahead of actually governing. 

They have seen the reduction in fund- 
ing for women’s groups and they saw 
the flawed attempt by the Harper gov- 
ernment to cut off MP funding. They 
don’t want to go back to hearing about 
“cash in brown bag “ financing. And 
who can disagree? 

Too many women stayed away from the 


VOEPOINT 


polls this last October election—| don't 
expect that to happen in the next election. 
Likewise, too many husbands and other 
male relatives also stayed away last elec- 
tion—1 expect that women will talk about 
that to them before the next election. 

DON WILSON 


SHOT THROUGH THE HEART 


An economy can skip a heartbeat now 
and again. It can even have an irregular 
thythm—although unhealthy it is not 
fatal. Stopping a heart is another matter. 

In November, 71 000 Canadians lost 
their jobs. For those families, their eco- 
nomic heart has stopped. Rather than do 
anything to prevent fatal economic heart 
attacks, Mr Harper's team was busy 
wiretapping his opposition. He suspend- 
ed Parliament to avoid Parliament. The 
prime minister's economic plan was to, 
“invest in the stock market.” 

Apparently, Watergate and banana 
republic tactics are more interesting to 
Mr Harper than helping Canadians. 
EUGENE PARKS 


Vue Weekly welcomes reader response, 
whether critical or complimentary. Send 
your opinion by mail Nue Weekly, 10303 
- 108 Street, Edmonton AB-TSJ 117), by 
fax (780.426.2889) or by email (let- 

- ters@vueweekly.com). Preference is 
given to feedback about articles in Vue 
Weekly. We reserve the right to edit for 
length and na 


Doctor, doctor give me the news 


Alberta Liberals pin their hopes on Dr David Swann to lead the party 


SCOTT HARRIS / scott@vueweekly.com 

t was one of the shortest leader- 

ship conventions in Alberta’s polit- 

ical history, and far from the one 
that attracted the most attention. But 
despite competing with an economic 
meltdown, a high-profile change in 
the leadership of their national coun- 
terparts and the holiday shopping 
season, the Alberta Liberal Party on 
December 13 picked Dr David Swann 
on the first ballot to replace outgoing 
leader Kevin Taft. 

Swann garnered the support of 
2468 mail-in votes, or 54 per cent of 
the 4599 ballots returned out of the 
6258 sent to registered members. 
Dave Taylor, who by most accounts 
was the favourite to win the three-way 
contest, was a distant second with 
1616 votes. Edmonton-based candi- 
date Mo Elsalhy came third with 491 
votes. 

The 59-year old Swann, a former 
family doctor, came to prominence .in 
2002 after he was dismissed from his 
position as the medical health officer 
for the Palliser Health Region for sup- 
porting a resolution by the Alberta 
Society of Health Officers which 
called for greater action on climate 
change. He declined an offer to return 
to his job following public outcry, and 
instead made a series of humanitarian 
visits to Iraq, which was then suffer- 
ing the effects of a decade of US-led 
sanctions. Swann was elected MLA 
for Calgary Mountain View in 2004 
and re-elected in 2008. 

While Swann is highly regarded for 
his social and environmental 
activism, he inherits a Liberal Party 
which was reduced to just nine seats 
in the last election and is saddled with 
a debt in excess of $400 000 dollars 
and an emaciated membership. Vue 
spoke to David Swann about his win 
and where he hopes to take the Liber- 
al Party in the coming years. 


VUE WEEKLY: Congratulations on your 
win. How are you feeling? 

DAVID SWANN: Thank you very much. It’s 
been very exciting, as you can imag- 
ine. A big convention and media con- 
Stantly since then and lots of 
congratulatory letters and comments 
coming in. It’s been wonderful. 


WW: You've spoken a great deal about 
the need for significant change in the 
Liberal Party, saying “everything is on 
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Alberta’s 
&lectrical workers 
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the table.” How do you start the 
Process of making the changes you 
see as being necessary? 

0S: Fundamentally it’s bringing every- 
one together that’s. already committed 
themselves to this party and talking 
again about what we stand for, where 
we're going in the next two to three 
years and how we're going to get 
there—our strategies—looking at 
everything from our communication 
Strategy to our key policy recommen- 
dations to how we're going to reach 
the largest non-voting population in 
Canada and inspire them again with 
the possibility of renewing our 
democracy and helping them to real- 
ize that they can make a significant 
difference to a healthier democratic 
political culture in this province. 


VW: How do you see that conversation 
relating to the nuts-and-bolts issues of 
having to expand the membership 
base, deal with the party's debt and 
build other party infrastructure? 

0S: 1 think they're really connected. If 
we do not inspire people to believe 
that they can make a difference and 
that they can be part of a longer 
movement for democratic renewal in 
this province then we haven't done 
our job. 

None of the parties have inspired 
people to believe that they can make 
a difference and | intend to do that 
with this centrist party called the 
Alberta Liberal Party, that stands for 
the public interest for the long-term 
That is what people across the 
province have told me has been miss- 
ing in Alberta: a party that stands for 
the public interest for the long-term 
and will consistently make this gov- 
ernment accountable and create an 
alternative to the government in the 
next three to four years. 

That's going to happen through not 
only our existing 6200 members 
reaching out to others, but it’s going 
to be part of a new media campaign 
that I hope we're going to come to 
and whatever other measures we can 
take to connect with people in their 
communities and help them to get 
involved, either in their own con- 
stituency or to get involved in the big- 


ger provincial party. 
i te 


VW: Do you have goals for where 
you'd like to see the Liberal Party two 
years from now? 

DS: We're at 6000 members now and 
I'd like to triple that, at least, within 
the next three years. That’s going to 
take some focused attention, but if we 
had 18 000 members, 20 000 members 
and they'd donate $10 a month we 
would deal with our debt in a year, we 
would have a fund there for the next 
election and we would have sufficient 
funding to actually have a full staff in 
our party office. Those are fundamen 

tals to having an effective party: you 
have to have funding, you have to 
have staff, and as much as anything 
the vision—we have to inspire Alber 

tans that we see bringing Alberta into 
the 21st century as a priority and we 
don't feel this government has been 
doing anything very progressive in 
that respect. It’s been the same old 
focus—which has been a very formi- 
dable focus—on the oil and gas sector 

But that’s changing around the world 
and we have to change with it. 


VW: There's been a major change in 
the economic situation in the 
province since you started your lead- 
ership bid, with the boom going bust 
How do you think those changes 
impact what Albertans are looking for 
from political leaders in the province? 
0S: | guess the other side of the man- 
agement issue has to do with putting 
away some of our resources, especially 
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our non-renewable resources, for this 
very eventuality. This is the rainy day 
that Lougheed foresaw when he set up 
the Heritage Fund, and this govern 
ment has really neglected it for so 
many years that it's actually worth less 
now than it was in his day in real dol 
lars. So that's part of what I'm saying 
about better management and better 
leadership—all Albertans are looking 
for that and that’s what we're going to 
be focusing some attention on 

Of course this economic meltdown 
has not been predictable. We have to 
deal with it now in a very systematic 
and careful way. To me it does also 
present opportunities for Albertans 
and for our best thinkers and new 
technology to move us towards a 
greener economy, towards these 
newer technologies that will help us, 
for example, plan our cities better 
plan our public transportation sys 
tems better, look at new energy 
sources, improve our energy efficien 
cy in homes and businesses. These 
are real opportunities for us to move 
into the 21st century 


VW: You came to prominence being 
outspoken on health and environ- 
mental issues, and the province's 
main economic engine, the oil sands, 
is increasingly coming under fire for 
its impact on both. What do you think 
needs to happen in terms of develop- 
ment in the oil sands? 

DS: Well, the oil and gas sector, 


including the oil sands, has been a 
tremendous boon to our economy 
and to our development in this 
Province, but what has been lacking 
is a management plan for that. A 
Management plan that sets clear 
limits on water, air and land use and 
that shows the Albertan population 
that the free market does not trump 
everything, that we have a govern- 
ment in place to actually measure 
and monitor and enforce standards 
so that in 50 years we are not left 
with a desert, but in fact that we 
look at the pace and scope of the 
development in the context of ani- 
mal habitat and land protection and 
infrastructure for people, and as | 
Say, setting thresholds on the envi- 
ronmental impact that this has. This 
government seems to believe that a 
hands-off approach will serve Aiber- 
tans for the long-term and more and 
more people—including the interna- 
tional community—are co ndemning 
this approach to development 


VW: Do you see the potential for more 
collaboration between the Liberals 
and the NDP and Greens in Alberta? 
DS: Let me say I’m open to collaborat- 
ing with anyone who wants to put the 
public interest for the long-term on 
the agenda and debate how we get 
there. That is my purpose for being in 
politics, and I look forward to working 
with Brian Mason and George Read, 
or whoever is leading the Green Party. 

But the fundamentals as we see 
them today are that people are look- 
ing for a centrist party that stands for 
a triple bottom line. The three parts of 
the stool are economic, environmen- 
tal and social, that’s what govern- 
ment’s bottom line is. And what I'm 
trying lo say to both business and the 
general populace is that the govern- 
ment should be standing for that 
That's it's primary role, to have a 
triple bottom line as opposed to sim- 
ply an economic bottom line which 
seems to drive this government 

And we are the party that will do 
that. I've talked to Conservatives who 
are not happy with the way this gov- 
ernment is managing any of those 
three and I’ve talked to New Democ- 
rats and to Greens who see me and 
who see this party as the possible 
alternative for finally breaking the jug- 
gernaut that is the Conservative hold 
on this province for the last 37 years. w 
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BRYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vaeweekly.com 
ominating every news outlet 
‘| D= water-cooler discussion, 
ii} the recent economic downturn 
is on everyone’s mind, especially as 
_ Canadians head into the holiday sea- 
son. Usually a time when more atten- 
tion is paid to the less fortunate among 
us, the ability of Canadians to give to 
_ charities this holiday season may be 
impeded by concerns about the 
_ impending economic troubles that 
- awaits them around the corner in 2009. 
Charities that rely on the generosity 
of the public face a double-edged 
sword during recessions: donations 
going down at the same time that need 
for the services they provide goes up. 
And coming just prior to the holiday 
season—a time when many charities 


\! plan their major push for donations 


a 


that will carry them through the year— 

this slowdown of the economy couldn't 

have come at a worse time. 

Tony Hudson, president of the Lung 
Association of Alberta and NWT, says 
that his organization's seasonal 
fundraiser Christmas Seals—celebrat- 
ing its 100th anniversary this year—is 
already feeling the pinch. The cam- 
paign is usually well on its way to 
reaching its fundraising goal by mid- 
December, but Hudson explains that 
this year is different 

“We're not halfway to our goal yet,” 
he says. “Especially because it's our 

» 100th anniversary we want to have a 
good year, but we’re down about 
$400 000 from our goal.” 

The Lung Association has been work- 
ing hard at informing the public about 
its campaign, and Hudson remains opti- 
mistic that Edmontonians will rise to the 
challenge and help the Christmas Seals 
campaign reach its target. 

Sharing Hudson’s optimism about 
the generosity of Edmontonians is 
David Fowler, a member of the board 
of directors for the Edmonton-based 
charity Santas Anonymous, which 
collects and distributes Christmas 
gifts to less-fortunate children in the 
city. Having worked with the charity 
in some capacity for 50 years, Fowler 
explains that while donations of new 
toys tend to come in slowly during the 
first half of the month, by the time the 
middle of December rolls around they 
can barely keep up. 

“Tt never changes,” he laughs. “The 
public never seems to contribute 
heavily to this campaign until the 15th 
of December, so we have to survive 
up until that time. And you can imag- 
ine how much work we have to do, 
with what we can save from the year 
before, the motorcycle run, the foot- 
ball game and just what’s come in.” 

While Fowler may not be worried yet 
about the level of support Santas 
Anonymous has seen so far this year, 
630 CHED—the radio station that is the 
driving force behind the charity—has 
been running ads imploring Edmonto- 

nians to donate, while at the same time 
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referencing the fact that such generosi- 
ty may be more difficult in uncertain 
economic circumstances such as these. 

In previous recessions, including the 
downturn in the early 1990s, however, 
Santas Anonymous has managed to 
find the support it needed to deliver the 
goods to deserving children. 

*This campaign has a remarkable 
rapport with the community,” says 
Fowler. “To me it’s truly amazing.” 


GETTING THE MESSAGE OUT about the 


increased need in tough times is a strat- 
egy that has also worked in the past for 
Edmonton's Food Bank, and one that 
resource development, coordinator 
Tamisan Bencz-Knight is optimistic will 
be effective again through the organiza- 
tion’s annual Christmas campaign. 

Referring to this year’s Heritage 
Festival, where rain threatened to 
keep the Food Bank from reaching 
their donation goals at one of the 
most important events of the year for 
the agency, a well-timed request for 
donations through the media made it 
possible for the organization to meet 
and even surpass their target. 

“As long as we communicate with 
people about our needs as an organi- 
zation Edmontonians always come 
through for us,” Bencz-Knight says. 
“We're fortunate as an organization 
that we're in Edmonton. Across the 
country there’s no other food bank that 
can compare to Edmonton’s and with 
the support that we have from the 
community—we are absolutely so for- 
tunate. It’s not only big business that 
supports us, it’s the individuals here in 
Edmonton that support us and that’s 
what we're truly appreCiative of.” 

Even in the early 1990s, when a reces- 
sion combined with government cut- 
backs greatly increased demand on Food 
Bank support and decreased the com- 
munity’s ability to contribute, the Food 
Bank was able to weather the storm, and 
Bencz-Knight is confident they can make 
it through the current crisis. 

“Although we are concerned, we're 
quite optimistic because of the support 
of the community. | may be changing 
my tune in a year if 1 go, ‘Oh, wow, 
nobody is able to help us,’ and that 
may happen. That's what happened in 
the mid-'90s when there was all the 
cutbacks and stuff like that,” she says. 
“I know that if we do go down it’s 
because people do think of us, but they 
have to think of themselves too.” 


IMAGINE CANADA is a national organi- 


zation that does research into Canada's 
charitable and voluntary sectors and 
helps to shape public policy around 
these sectors. Along with the group's 
volunteer chair Don McCreesh, Imagine 
Canada's CEO Marcel Lauziere recently 
circulated an open letter to Prime Minis- 
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ter Stephen Harper regarding the eco- 
nomic downturn and the impact it 
might have on Canadian charities. Prior 
to the government's recent economic 
update, Imagine was worried that fund- 
ing to non-profits and charities might 
be cut in order to avoid a deficit, and 
circulated the 
letter— 2 
endorsed by 
75 charita- 
ble organi- 
zations from 
coast to 
coast—in an 
effort to per- 
suade the 
government 
to leave 
funding levels 
where they 
were. 

“The mes- 
sage was a 
relatively 
simple one, 
which is 
that in 
tele gas 
times of 
economic 
turmoil 
the role 
of chari- 
ties and 
non- 
profit 


organizations is critical,” explains 
Lauziere. “In a time when the econo- 
my is going through some difficulty, 
and where we certainly risk seeing 
some increased demand on services, 
it’s really important to remember 
that these organizations can play a 
really important role in helping 
Canadians get through these tough 
economic times.” 

Lauziere has heard from some chari- 
table and non-profit organizations that 
have already been hit hard by the 
downturn, and he says that the consen- 
sus around the country is that while 
Christmas 2008 will likely see most 
charities still in relatively good shape, 
the future is going to be difficult. 

“It's that perfect storm where for 
organizations, all of their different rev- 
enue sources will be hit in a major way 
because the market is going down so 
those that give major gifts are thinking 
twice or deciding to delay, so there’s an 
impact there. Canadians’ ability to give, if 
we see unemployment rise and see eco- 
nomic hardship, that’s going to be chal- 
lenged. Governments looking at how 
they're going to reduce their own expen- 
ditures is going to have an impact also. 
And then the biggest source of revenue 
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for charitable and non-profits is through 
earned income, through services they 
provide, and we may see Canadians 
have a reduced ability to pay for their 
services. All of that is putting organiza- 
tions in a very difficult situation." 

What's worse, says Lauziere, is that 
the structural changes in society that 
have happened since the 1990s are 
likely to increase the pressures on 
charitable organizations to levels 
unseen during any previous recession. 

“We know that times were difficult 
in the early ‘90s—we saw that need 
really went up and we also know that 
Canadians really come out in those 
times to help out and to donate and 
that's really great,” Lauziere says, 
before suggesting that the current 
economic slowdown we are mired in 
will likely be much worse. 

“Think of where we were in the ‘90s 
in terms of homelessness issues, noth- 
ing [compared to] where we are right 
now. The use of food banks—almost 
unknown at the end of the 1980s, but 
now they're mainstream almost. If we 
look at employment insurance and the 
percentage of people that were sup- 
ported through employment insurance 
there is certainly more challenge than 
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Not the best of times for the worst of times 


Local charities hopeful about Christmas campaigns, concerned 
as tough economic times seem likely to impact donations in 2009 


there was at that time. So the context 
has changed quite a bit and | think 
some of the challenges we're going to 
be facing aren’t challenges we've 
faced in the past, or at least not ina 
long amount of time.” 

There are a variety of things 
Lauziere says the government can do 
to increase support to the charitable 
sector. Charities and non-profits need 
to be remembered in the context of 
economic stimulus, because it is these 
groups that will be sorely needed to 
assist everyday Canadians in navigat- 
ing their way out of the recession. 
Direct economic stimulus as well as 
increased tax credits to stimulate chari- 
table giving would go a long way in 
ensuring the vitality of the charitable 
sector. Though there's plenty of doom 
and gloom on the horizon, Lauziere is 
confident that charities and non-profit 
organizations will somehow find their 
way through this recession. 

“Organizations are resilient, they're 
going to find all kinds of creative 
ways to work through this, but cer- 
tainly they'll need the support not 
only of individual Canadians but also 
governments to help them through 
their work.” w 


Save over 15% with a 
8 + | bundle you can bank on. 
aac b.. | From $80.95/mor for 1 year, 
ad ace with 1 month FREE 


Al 
home phenet digital Tv High Speed access” 


SCOTELUS. | 


the future is friendly 


Call 310-1144 or visit telus.com/bundie or your nearest TELUS authorized dealer. 


_ ‘ 
_ Downtown West ‘ St. Albert 
TELUS Plaza North 14903 - 118th Ave, : St, Albert Centre 
ATER te : Uni, 90 - 200'S. Abert Ra 


” 


vit Te ee Mami beea winotinie ulaatCapeatsomemaan yt ie Econ tas rea oe me 2 TV ae +1 month of free services available to clients who have not subscribed to 
/modity she channel line-up, is 


wicks and paekayes without notice. Mirimum system requirements apply. {Based on total service disruptions and outages expenenoed by chents in the post year **Defined as the most comprehensive suite of hardware and software security toots. ©2008 TELUS. 


eC = © ie hy ANT | * RD BDAC 24 2008 wuEwemmy § 


TI. 


r You Like 


2)Kevin Rudolf And Lil Wayne 
Pui Hock uy 


asl Ladies (Put A Ring On It) 


AotN cold’ 


piadys GaGa 
ker Face 


6)Mariah Care’ 
FA 1 Want For 1 Christmas Is You 


Killers, The 
uman 


iat 
Live Your Life Feat. Rihanna 


9)Paramore 
lecode 


10)Britney Spears 
Womanizer 


22222 VU DIBS 


EXCLUSIVE RINGTONES 


TEXT “DIBS” TO 4321 & HAVE 1ST DIBS 
DELIVERED RIGHT TO YOUR 
VIRGIN MOBILE PHONE! 


Fal 


WWW: elimotitonyogastudio. com 


Check out our Website 
for class times and 
Upcoming retreats and 
workshops! 


Tommy’s vision 


Keep people well, don’t just patch them up 


WELL, WELL, WELL 
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‘Tis the season of goodwill and peace 
and social justice, and this is a story 
about how we're doing with Tommy Dou- 
glas’s vision of health care, and about a 
man | know who went abruptly from 
decades of fit and healthy to very ill, and 
about his expen- 
sive climb back. 

He passes out 
one day, falls, 
recovers, forgets it 
happened. It hap- 
pens again, and 
then again, and 
then regularly 
enough that it gets 
his attention. ECGs 
and cholesterol 
measures and 
other tests show 
nothing; a special- 
ist finally decides it 
is the control cen- 
tre not doing its job. 
of keeping his 
heart rhythm strong and regular, and, as 
he flatlines in the presence of the doctor 
one day while hooked up to a monitor, it 
is immediately decided the condition is 
severe enough to warrant a pacemaker. 

He gets the pacemaker, and everyone 
who knows him is relieved to have the 
risk of cardiac arrest removed. But with 
the pacemaker comes a staph infection, 
which gets missed by his doctors long 
enough to nearly kill him. It's finally 
diagnosed, he’s on big-gun antibiotics 
for a very long time, and then gets the 
old infected pacemaker removed and a 
new one put in. The antibiotics continue. 

He's declared well, and he’s thankful 
to be alive, but it’s obvious he’s not his 
former self. The stress of two surgeries, 
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To get well, to pull out of 
the post-op devastation, 
he had to pay out of his 
own pocket—a lot—and 
this, in a land of plenty 
and universal health 


a very serious infection and long-term 
powerful antibiotic use have taken their 
toll. He's extremely thin, has little energy, 
is clinically depressed, has a number of 
other complications from surgery and 
though thankful for modern medicine's 
offerings of pacemakers, antibiotics and 
other miracle-working drugs he is clearly 
anything but well. 

He is now, a number of years later, 
finally well, and happy not to have to 
worry about his heart taking unexpected 
vacations. But 
though he and his 
wife now sleep 
easy thanks to mod- 
ern medicine, he 
also almost died 
thanks to modern 
medicine, and is 
now fully well 
thanks to his natur- 
opathic doctor, who 
restored what the 
complications of 
surgery and the 
long-term antibiotic 
use had stolen. 


HE IS ALSO WELL 

thanks to a life- 
time of staying fit, living simply, being 
frugal and having a bit of a savings 
account. Because to get well, to pull out 
of the post-op devastation, he had to 
pay out of his own pocket—a lot—and 
this, in a land of plenty and universal 
health care, is wrong. 

Thousands of us climb back to 
health with naturopathic health care; 
thousands of us would rather man- 
age our Achilles heel that way than 
take a vacation or own a home—and 
we're the lucky ones. Many of us 
can’t afford our prescriptions, many 
more can only dream of access to 
naturopathic health care, and too 
many very sadly can’t even afford 
daily high quality nutrition. 

We do need disease care, obviously, 
but if it were balanced with Tommy 
Douglas's original vision of a system 
designed to keep people well rather 
than patch them up once they're sick 
we'd need a lot less disease care. If 
that system included integrated holis- 
tic follow-up on the adverse effects of 
surgeries and medication, and if it 
included essential nutrition for the 
hungry or addicted, we'd have truly 
progressive health care. 

| have a poet friend who cares a lot 
about those mostly going without, those 
who dream of a hot meal, of any kind of 
food, even bad food, those for whom 
vibrant health may always be out of 
reach. Last December, after buying some- 
one who'd clearly spent the night outside 
a hot chocolate, he had this idea: “What 
say, one cold snowy December morning 
we beg or steal all the patio gas heaters, 
set them up on their poles all along the 
downtown streets and avenues, then call 
all the libidinous young men who always 
have sub-woofers in the trunks of their 
cars, give them only Taj Mahal CDs to 
play, and take a conga-line to work?” 
Count me in Steve. w 


care, is wrong. 


Global Zero 


Conditions promising to move towards 
a world without nuclear weapons 
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If Barack Obarha sent the Comprehen- 
sive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty to Congress 
for ratification early in the new session, 
that would be an excellent start. Since it 
was signed in 1996, 148 other countries 
have ratified it, but it cannot come into 
effect until the United States does, too. 
And then he could get on with banning 
the nuclear weapons themselves, not 
just the tests. 

There's a new initiative, launched in 
Paris on December 9 under the title Glob- 
al Zero, in which more than a hundred 
world leaders endorse the goal of abol- 
ishing nuclear weapons completely. That 
may have a slightly antique ring to it— 
don't these people know that the Cold 
War ended ages ago?—but in fact the 
nuclear weapons are still there. Some 
20 000 of them, in fact. And last July, ata 
rally in Berlin, Obama publicly adopted 
the same goal: “This is the moment to 
begin the work of seeking the peace of a 
world without nuclear weapons.” 

Admittedly, the hundred “world lead- 
ers” are mostly ex-world leaders, and 
they may be suffering from “retired gen- 
eral syndrome.” All through their 
careers, generals loyally support the 
reigning orthodoxy about nuclear 
weapons, and are amply rewarded for it. 
Then they retire, the rewards and the 
status vanish, and some of them begin 
to wonder out loud if they ever really 
believed all that. Some people in the 
peace movement sarcastically call them 
“generals for peace,” and suggest that 
they would have been more useful if 
they had seen the light when they still 
had some power. 

Most of the hundred-plus notables 
who signed the Global Zero declaration 
were not generals, but they are almost 
all former something-or-others: former 
US President Jimmy Carter, former Sovi- 
et leader Mikhail Gorbachev, former 
British Foreign Secretary Margaret Beck- 
ett, former German Foreign Minister 
Hans-Dietrich Genscher, and former 
French Prime Minister Michel Rocard. 
Not to mention former US National 
Security Adviser Zbigniew Brzezinski, 
former British Defence Secretary Mal- 
colm Rifkind, former Japanese Foreign 
Minister Yoriko Kawaguchi, Ehsan UI- 
Hag, former chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff in Pakistan, and Brajesh Mishra, 
former Indian National Security Advisor. 
But for once, the “formers” are not the 
only ones talking sense. 

What makes Global Zero more than 
the usual empty talk is the fact that this 
time all the leaders of the major powers 
seem to be on the same page. Russian 
Prime Minister Vladimir Putin has called 
for the elimination of all nuclear 
weapons, and British Prime Minister 
Gordon Brown said in March that the 
United Kingdom is ready to work for “a 
world that is free from nuclear 


FRONT 


(Wont 


weapons,” On December 8 French Presi- 
dent Nicolas Sarkozy also gave his sup- 
port to the goal of general nuclear 
disarmament. 

Last June Indian Prime Minister Man- 
mohan Singh backed the same goal, say- 
ing that “the only effective form of 
nuclear disarmament and elimination of 
nuclear weapons is global disarma- 
ment.” Pakistan and China have said 
explicitly that they support Global Zero. 
In fact, the only countries that actually 
own nuclear weapons that have stayed 
silent are North Korea and Israel. 


NORTH KOREA is tess of a problem than 
it seems, because it could probably be 
persuaded to give up its one or two 
nuclear weapons in return for strong 
security guarantees and lots of foreign 
aid, especially if the United States were 
getting out of the nuclear weapons busi- 
ness too. Israel is a knottier problem, 
because it doesn’t even admit that it has 
nuclear weapons (several hundred of 
them, in fact), but for the first time it 
could find itself facing pressure from the 
one country that really has leverage over 
Israeli policy, the United States. 

One of the most striking aspects of the 
Global Zero meeting in Paris was the 
remark by Richard Burt, the man who 
handled the press conference, that 
Israel's undeclared nuclear arsenal would 
have to be part of the process. This will 
have caused consternation in Israel, 
because while Burt currently holds no 
official position in the US government, he 
was the chief US negotiator in the Strate- 
gic Arms Reduction Talks (START) with 
the former Soviet Union, and he probably 
wouldn't have said it if US policy were 
Not moving in that direction. 

But that's the real question: is the Unit- 
ed States really ready to give up its nuclear 
weapons? It was the first country to have 
them, and it has built its grand strategy 
around them for the past 64 years. But if it 
were willing to do that, and if the Russians 
were really willing to follow suit, then that 
would account for 96 per cent of all the 
world’s nuclear weapons, and it wouldn't 
be all that hard to cajole or pressure all the 
rest of the world’s nuclear powers into 
doing the same. 

It would take at least a decade to get 
to zero from here. First, ratify the test ban 
treaty. Then, in the forthcoming talks to 
renew or replace the START treaty 
between the US and Russia (which 
expires next year), agree on really radical 
reductions in American and Russian 
nuclear weapons. Then bring in the rest 
of the world for the final negotiations to 
outlaw nuclear weapons entirely. 

It still sounds like a pipe dream, but in 
fact the conditions have never been as 
promising as they are now. If Obama 
takes the lead, it could actually hap- 
pen—and even in the depths of a reces- 
sion, it wouldn't cost anything. w 


Gwynne Dyer is a London-based inde- 
pendent journalist whose articles are 
published in 45 countries. His column 
appears each week in Jue Weekly. 
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nore time | spend looking at the policies and 
shes of the Harper and Stelmach governments, 
nore | wonder if Conservatives are provided 
fal dictionaries when they take out party 
nbers ips. Or perhaps they're forced to undergo 
language re-training when they get elected. 

‘Either way, I'm continually amazed by their abili- 
ty to arbitrarily assign common words with mean- 
ings that I've never encountered in any dictionary 
I've ever looked at. : 

_ This has especially been the case again in the 
last few weeks as | have watched Ed Stelmach and 
his federal counterpart Stephen Harper try to articu- 
late their responses to 
both the current global 
economic situatiofi 
and the international 


climate change negoti- 
ations in Poznan, 
Poland. 


Both Harper and 
Stelmach have spoken 
often about the loom- 
ing global financial cri- 
sis, and the need to 
take concerted steps 
to ensure the long- 
term well-being of the 
economy at both a 
domestic and interna- 
tional level. 

Harper, at gather- 
ings of international 
leaders, has been 
unequivocal in his sup- 
port for strong and quick collective action by the 
countries of the world to stop the economies of the 
world from collapsing completely. 

Stelmach has likewise spent much of the last 
month talking about the need to take steps today to 
encourage ongoing investment and economic 
growth in Alberta. 

On the topic of climate change, however, both lead- 
ers frequently use the word “balance” to justify their 
lack of action and urgency, and in the case of Harper, 
to justify his government's blatant obstructionism at 
the international climate change conference. 

What they say is that although they recognize that 
climate change poses a significant threat to humanity 
action on climate change must be “balanced” with 
To well-being of the economy. 
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ing sustainable over the long term. 

rer e crystal clear from their actions, 
this understanding of the word “bal- 

tt from theirs. : 
ie, Premier Stelmach’s deci- 
.8 billion royalty holiday to 
if two unsustainable fossil fuels 
ise his decision to dump $2 
2d scheme to hide COp emis- 

than actually stopping them. 
lance instead suggest taking that 
sing it as an incentive for invest- 
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S time for real balance 


t economic situation makes 
ainable, long-term solutions possible 


ment im renewable energy and jobs? 


HARPER AND STELMACH both seem to think that 
balance means ignoring the health, water and 
livelihood of First Nation communities on the 
Athabasca for the sake of encouraging investment 
in the tar sands. Or ignoring the prospect of perma- 
nent drought in southern Alberta, and with it the 
complete elimination of rural communities and fam- 
ily farmers, because stopping climate change 
fequires moving away from fossil fuels. Or contami- 
nating farmland and the North Saskatchewan River 
for the sake refining more oil and gas, or turning 
Coal into gas. 

Harper's govern- 
ment travelled to the 
negotiations in Poland 
to “protect Alberta's oil 
sands” from strict 
emissions targets 
designed to keep 
island nations like Kiri- 
bati and Tuvalu from 
disappearing com- 
pletely within a 
decade as sea levels 
continue to rise— 
what exactly is being 
balanced there? 

In my book, the word 
for these types of 
actions is not “bal- 
ance” but "sacrifice." 
Northern Alberta's First 
Nations peoples, farm- 
ers in central Alberta, rural communities in the south 
and residents of developing island countries are all 
being sacrificed for the sake of continued oil and gas 
development and expansion in the province 

What make it even more frustrating is that the 
current global economic situation and the renewed 
interest by governments in playing an active part in 
their economies, combined with the reality of peak 
oil and growing consciousness of the environment, 
make real balance not only necessary, but possible. 

The opportunity exists today for visionary govern- 
ments who are genuinely concerned about the long- 
term sustainability of the economy and environment to 
implement creative solutions which will achieve both. 

Make a bailout of the auto sector dependant on 
stopping the production of inefficient vehicles and a 
move toward greener cars and mass transit vehicles. 
Make a bailout of the banks dependant on reducing 
or eliminating investments in dirty energy and the 
provision of resources to renewable energy. Take 
advantage of the current dip in oil demand and prices 
to set a firm cap on production, and begin to scale 
that cap back on an annual basis. 

It's time to stop hiding the sacrifice of people, 
the economy and the environment behind some 
warped understanding of balance. Real balance is 
possible today; all it requires is a little creativity 
and political will. It's time we started demanding 
that. We will all be better off as a result. w 


. Ricardo Acuna is executive director of the Parkland 


Institute, a non-partisan public policy research 
institute housed at the University of Alberta. 
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eople’s Pedal parked 


City bicycle-sharing society shuts down 
after season of widespread bike theft 


SCOTT HARRIS / scott@vueweekly.com 
dmonton’s bicycle sharing society is call 
Bi it quits after a frustrating season that 
Saw most of its fleet of signature red 
bicycles stolen 

The People’s Pedal, which was founded in 
2005, offered members access to a fleet of collec- 
tive bikes stationed at outdoor “hubs” spread 
throughout the downtown core, Whyte Avenue 
and the university area. For an annual fee of $25, 
members were given the code to the system’s 
lock boxes, which let them borrow a bike for a 
few hours to run errands or go for a quick ride 
before returning the bike to any hub in the city 

Despite expanding its fleet from 25 bikes at 
five hubs in its first year to almost 100 bikes at 
14 hubs in 2008, Scott McAnsh, the founder and 
president of the People's Pedal, says that the 
volunteer-run program simply couldn't solve 
the problem of bikes going missing. 

“We had a really hard summer,” explains a 
frustrated McAnsh. “We lost over 90 per cent of 
our bikes to theft, and that really affected 
morale. This summer we had around 200 
members at any given moment, and part of 
what got me personally down was | would get 
a lot of emails and calls from members saying, 
‘| can't find a bike, this sucks.’ And it did suck 
but we were doing everything we could and 
just couldn't keep up with the loss.” 

McAnsh explains that efforts to deal with the 
mounting theft throughout the summer result 
ed in a drop in the number of volunteers will- 
ing to put in the time necessary to keep the 
program running 

“At the beginning we had maybe 10 people 
who would regularly come and build bikes, and 
that steadily decreased to the point where by 
late-August we had just two or three people 
showing up at any given time,” he says. “We 
also had a hub-monitor program, so we had 
another 10 people who just checked bikes reg- 
ularly, but by halfway through the summer 
they'd check and there'd never be any bikes so 
they stopped checking. Basically the whole 
thing fell apart when we lost all our bikes." 

He says that when volunteers visited the 
system's 14 hubs last week to collect the bikes 
for winter storage only five @fithe 100 bikes in. 
the system remained. 


THE CONCEPT of bicycle sharing, which was first 
tried in the 1960s with Amsterdam's White 
Bicycle program, has taken off in more than a 
dozen cities in recent years, 

In 2007 the city of Paris teamed up with an 
advertising company to start the Vélib’ pro- 
gram, which now boasts a fleet of over 20 000 
bicycles at 1450 automated pay stations, mak- 
ing it the world’s largest bicycle-sharing system. 
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The City of Montréal will launch its own bike 
share, called Bixi—a contraction of bicycle taxi— 
in the spring of 2009. The initial system will fea- 
ture 3000 bikes at 300 stations 

McAnsh says that large systems such as thes 
might be necessary to overcome the challe 
the People’s Pedal faced last season 

“The problems really aren't unique to 
Edmonton,” he explains. “Vélib’ had a 25 per 
cent loss rate in 2007, so that's a phenomenal 
number of bikes because they had 9000 bikes 
to start with. But they just keep going because 
they have the resources—it’s a huge institution 
with lots of money, partially backed by the city 
and they just plow through.” 

While his group won't be running its bike 
share next year, McAnsh says they haven't given 
up on trying to bring the concept to Edmonton 

“The People’s Pedal will continue to exist as 
a non-profit and we've sort of shifted mode to 
being an advocacy group to try and get some- 
one with more capital than us to implement a 
bike-share program. Bike sharing, in what 
some have called ‘phase three bike sharing’— 
so this new model that’s partly computer moni- 
tored with self-served kiosks and fancy 
bikes—is really taking off. What the People’s 
Pedal now wants to do is conduct research on 
how it's going elsewhere, what works, what 
doesn’t, stay on top of city council and try to 
maybe, find businesses in town that could ben- 
efit from it. So we're just trying to see how bike 
sharing can work in Edmonton and trying to 
find parties that can make it happen.” 

Despite the frustration of the past year, 
McAnsh still believes in the potential of bike 
Sharing. 

"| think that every urban area benefits from 
bikes, and the nice thing about a bike-sharing 
system is that it makes biking normal,” he says. 
“In Paris now'30 percent of bike trips are done 
on Vélib’ bicycles and it’s just become part of 
transit. It’s normalized cycling in a way that 
private bike ownership doesn’t because it 
approaches it.on-a:more casual basis; .you 
don't have be a cyclist, you don’t have to self- 
define as a cyclist or maintain a bike. lfthere’s 
an adequately large*bike-sharing program it 
can just be another mode of transit. 

"Cycling obviously has a huge number of 
environmental benefits,” he continues, “and it 


‘also has social benefits in that it-can take cars 


offthe road and make the city safer and more 
livable. In general cycling is avesome.and | 
think bike sharing is a good way to get more 
people into cycling.” w 
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- Obligatory weather-talk ... in case you've 
forgotten, your Facebook status updates, 
| tweets, TV news programs; drive-time DJs 
and small-talking shopkeepers will be 
happy to remind you: it’s colder than a 
seh tits out there. But before the bat- 
tery-killing frost dropped and the snow 
_ bunkered my wheels, I'd managed to lay in 
_ a store of emergency supplies, a tidy little 
_ stack of Microsoft Points loaded with the 
| promise of longest-nights diversions. 
| The plan was to take a sightseeing tour 
_ of what's been making the scene on XBox 
Community Games, the MS-enabled vector 
_ for mass-delivering indie and small-devel- 
oper games. That little adventure will have 


MINUTES STRETCH INTO 
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A frigid winter’s night 


to wait a couple weeks; as So often hap- 
pens when money (or money-like corporate 
units of exchange) is burning its hole, it 
ends up evaporating faster than one 
expects ... and it's not the scrappy inde- 
pendents who get the gelt. Rather than pile 
up a big basket of value-priced Community 
Games, | got distracted by the offerings of 
the Arcade proper; two clicks of “Confirm 
Download” later, and my points-hoard was 
reduced to virtual spare change. 

First | got suckered by A Kingdom for 
Keflings, the light (as in “lite") pseudo- 
medieval city-building sim. This is another 
piece of convergent console evolution; just 
as Microsoft, as part of their New XBox 
Experience, copped a riff fram Wii in 
enabling players to create their own happy 
little cartoonish avatars—which tool, of 
course, is a pretty fun plaything in its own 
fight—so too does A Kingdom for Keflings 
echo Final Fantasy: My Life as a King, with 
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which Nintendo flagshipped the launch of 
their WiiWare service. Seems the conven- 
tional industry wisdom is that casual— 
well, semi-casual anyway; Keflings and 
MyLAAK are more jacket-and-jeans than 
tank-top-and-sport-shorts—gamers will 
fork over for the chance to play petty des- 
pot, One wonders where Sony's at on this, 
why they went with an ultramodem look for 
their Home virtual world when it's obvious 
that timber is the new chrome... 

Anyway, Keflings is pretty fun for a while 
and in small doses. Your avatar—your XBox 
Live avatar, complete with his/her/its 
anachronistic duds—is a giant against the 
Lilliputian scale of the wee helpless 
Keflings, bossing them around not by giving 
orders but by picking them up bodily, their 
little legs kicking in terror, and physically 
shoving them into their jobs. There is pleas- 
ure in this. But, really, it's more a toy than a 
game; there's no real challenge or difficulty, 
and no payoff other than progressing down 
the technology tree—from basic houses, 
workshops and primary resource-gathering 
through to the development of artisan 
trades and the emergence of a Kefling mid- 
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dle class—and watching your little village 
grow. Unless you count the payoff you get 
from imagining the legends the Keflings 
will be passing onto their future genera- 
tions: “Yea, verily did a 30-foot-tall Kurt 
Cobain lookalike appear, and lo did he teach 
unto us the shearing of sheep and the prun- 
ing of topiary.” 


BY THE TIME the sun—the cold, mocking 
sun which gives glaring light but no heat— 
ended its six-hour-only above-the-horizon 
engagement, | was ready to move on to my 
other impulse purchase, the second episode 
of Penny Arcade’s vanity RPG/adventure, On 
The Rain-Slick Precipice of Darkness. \'ve 
got a real soft spot for the Penny Arcade 
guys and their work, so buying their games 
feels more like supporting the scene than 
simply entertaining myself for a few hours. 
A few Solid hours. That's one thing 
about episodic games: you know that each 
chunk is going to be brief (relative to a 
days-devouring boxed title) so there’s a 
tendency to snuggle yourself down for a 
single-sitting playthrough. Episode Two of 
OTRSPOD is as Episode One was, an iron- 


ic, foul-mouthed pastiche/sendup of Love- 
craftian horror, pop culture and videogame 
conventions, presented with comic-book 
style. The humour ranges from laugh-out- 
loud to trying-too-hard, but the fucker is so 
goddamned thick with jokes that it bene- 
fits from the same mechanism that makes 
mind-reader acts successful: amid that 
barrage of business, you remember the 
hits and disregard the misses ... and leave 
wanting more. 

Ah, but there's no more for me this 
morning; my online piggybank’s nearly 
bust and it'll be a couple of days before 
the freeze breaks and | can get up to the 
shop to refill—t only use prepaid points, 
because once | get a credit card involved 
in this cycle, I'm fucked. What | have left 
could only get me a dismal packet of 
lame profile pictures, or maybe a crum- 
my menu theme. In the spirit of the sea- 
son, what I’m wishing for is a virtual 
Salvation Army kettle where | could 
dump my change and feel good knowing 
I'd helped provide the homeless with the 
Geometry Wars they'd otherwise have to 
go without. w 
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Sit down. Here's the latest recap of last 
weeks Oiler games. Lets see. The Oilers 
lost 2-0 to Florida. That's pretty embar- 
rassing, isn’t it? Things got better, 
though! The Vancouver Canucks came to 
town and the Oilers shut the Nucks out 3- 
0. And last Tuesday night ... let us go 
back. What happened Tuesday night? 
House was a rerun, the (ack) Flames won 
in St Louis, Gary Bettman was in town 
and the Oilers scored two goals against 
Chicago. (But Chicago scored nine goals 
against Edmonton). Merry Christmas! 


SLAPSHOT 3: THE JUNIOR LEAGUE (OR TB 
LOSES 91 MINUTES OF HIS LIFE) it’s often 
said if you don’t have anything nice to say, 
don't say anything at all. However, if | were 
to follow this advice, this review would be 
over by now. Easy for me—not very inform- 
ative for you. And really, if | have to watch 
this shit-sandwich of a movie, | should have 
something to show for it. So, let me relive 
the horror for you so you don't have to. 

First off, let’s talk about the plot. It takes 
a very special talent to write a script that is 
So totally unbelievable while simultaneous- 
ly being so painfully predictable. I've 
watched documentaries with more surpris- 
ing plot twists. As for the acting, what does 
it say when the best actor in a film (by far) 
is Leslie Nielsen? The main characters were 
all lifted from bad after-school specials: we 
saw the misunderstood orphan boy with a 
heart of gold, the eccentric-yet-amazingly 
talented love interest, the Cruella De Ville- 
esque evil businesswoman and more 
clichés. The Hanson Brothers return to the 
screen, but with performances so bad | 
wish the brothers from the first movie could 
travel forward in time just to kick their own 
asses. Now, that should be S/ap Shot 4. The 
showstopper (I'm using that term literally) 
was an incredibly awkward two-minute 
appearance by Mark Messier that made his 


Lay's chip commercials look like high art. As 
for the “humour” in this “comedy,” the gags 
Were mostly terrible or just plain ripped off 
from the first movie. 

All in all, this movie sucked. Surprise! It 
was one hour and 31 minutes | could have 
spent putting out cigarettes on my forehead 
and | would have been better off for it. If | 
had to say one positive thing about this 
movie, it would be this: at least it was bet- 
ter than Slap Shot 2: Breaking the Ice. TB 


BLACKHAWKS DOWNER As bad as S/ap 
Shot 3 sounds, Tuesday night's debacle at 
Rexall was worse. The 9-2 loss was brutal. 
My suggestion? Let's take out our frustra- 
tions on Chicago. And not just the Hawks, 
but the city, its favourite sons and daugh- 
ters and its sports teams. After all, the 
Hawks are the same team that shut out the 
Oilers in October, ending a four-game win- 
ning streak and kicking off a five-game win- 
less streak, effectively killing some early 
season optimism. They are also the same 
team that beat the Oilers by a seven-goal 
Margin two more times. The Hawks waxed 
the Oilers 8-1 in 1992 and 7-0 in 1995. 
Jerks, So, let's start by boycotting Chicago: 
The Musical (that will be easy), the Cubs, 
the White Sox, the Bulls, Da Bears, Oprah, 
Chicago hot dogs, the band Chicago (again, 
easy), Mike Ditka, Jim Belushi, John 
Cusack, Al Capone, Gary Sinise and his 
Steppenwolf Theatre cronies, the Chicago 
typeface and that arrogant Sears Tower. 
And, for now, the following Chicago folk are 
just on notice: Barack Obama, Bill Murray, 
former Hawk Glenn Hall, former Hawk 
Ethan Moreau, The Untouchables and Mr T. 
But watch out. The Oilers face the dastardly 
Blackhawks again on February 3. Anything 
less than a convincing Oiler win and even 
those on notice join the shit list. Except 
maybe Mr T. After all, he does pity fools. DY 


THIS WEEK'S OILER DEFINITION 
“Humiliating”: 1) Lowering the pride, 
self-respect or dignity of a person; morti- 
fying. 2) Oilers 2, Hawks 3—December 
17, 2008. Humiliating for fans and play- 
ers alike. w 
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Origin India the real deal 


GORDON MORASH / gordon@vuewookly,com 

have an unabiding love for the 
[== of India, and in this town, | 

have many suitors. Truth be told, 
over the past decade, there has been 
a profusion of Tastes, Grills, Palaces, 
and Gardens all denoted with the 
name India. But not until the past 
two months has there been a 
restaurant with the guts to tag itself 
with the word “Origin,” as if to 
saucily say—appropriately, | might 
add—that if you want the real thing, 
here is where you go. 

Located in busy Old Strathcona, 
right below Filthy McNasty’s pub—was 
there ever a better-named place for a 
first date?—-Origin India is a dressed- 
in-brown ceramic-tiled leather-lounge- 
style restaurant whose horizontally 
layered wine bottles-as-decorations 
tell you this is no typical Indian place. 
Indeed, manager Arvind Sawhney 
spends much of his time telling you 
why wine is a better accompaniment 
to his food than beer, and that you 
should really try the fresh-cooked 
items from the kitchen rather than the 
$19.95 10-course buffet. 

On both cases, he is absolutely 
right. When properly chosen, a spicy 
Gewurtztraminer or a nice, buttery 
Chardonnay match well the high sea- 
soning often found in Indian food, So, 
too, does the Californian house red, 
Gnarly Head Old Vine Zin ($10 per 
glass), with its spice and robust berry. 
As for the buffet aspect, well, this is 
Whyte Avenue, after all, and when 
you're in a student and foot-traffic 
ghetto, that's liable to be the audience 
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you draw. Nonetheless, there are sev- 
eral hotels in the area with a built-in 
audience for food that adventurous, 
freshly prepared, and still singing of 
spice. 

So what did we do? We split the 
difference with one of us choosing the 
buffet—to get the sampling heft over 
with—and the other a selection of 
meat and vegetarian dishes that could 
demonstrate what this kitchen could 
do on order. 

As it stands, the menu has a good 
selection of the traditional appetizers 
(samosas, pakora, tikkas, kababs and 
tandoori chicken) in the $6-$15 range, 
meat and vegetarian platters ($17 and 
$13 respectively), soft naan bread 
fresh from the tandoor oven ($3-$5), a 
selection of biryanis (vegetarian, 
chicken, beef, lamb and shrimp, $14- 
$19), and 15 meat curries (in butter, 
karahi, boona, and vindaloo varieties, 
$16-$19), and another 11 vegetarian 
entrées ($12-$15) 


ON A CHILLY NIGHT, there are few 
places you would rather be, and it’s 
not just because of the food. The 
room itself is warming, and absent 
the many Indian knick-knacks you 
find in most restaurants of its ilk. It’s 
also wheelchair-accessible. The buffet 
area is actually out of sight when you 
first arrive, the first signal you have 
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that you might be interested in the 
made-to-order dishes. Not that the 
buffet suffers—food is not kept steam- 
tabled for hours, but is gradually 
replenished. 

This evening—the buffet changes 
daily—there is a selection of pakoras: 
of potato, spinach, onion and egg- 
plant; beef kofta (clove-imbued meat- 
balls in a spicy sauce); arbi (crescents 
of taro, like a potato in texture, but 
with much more flavour); Navrattan 
korma curry (a sweet and rich dish of 
mushrooms and mixed veg in cream); 
vegetables Jalfrazi (another sweetish 
dish of green and yellow beans); and 
the Edmonton favourite, butter chick- 
en, whose flavour is less sweet here 
than that in other restaurants, and far 
more assertive. 

For the a Ja carte portion of the 
evening, I have my favourite go-to, 
bhaigan bartha ($13), a slow-sim- 
mered dish of smoked eggplant, green 
peas, onions, tomatoes and ginger, 
along with the dose of the classic sea- 
soning, garam masala. This is the 
ideal dish for naan dipping, and Ori- 
gin India’s version has texture to it, 
not mush, and is heart-healthily low 
on the ghee front (ie melted butter). 

Another favourite is Karahi paneer 
($15), a dish of homemade softened 
cottage cheese with green peppers, 
black mustard seed and spiced toma- 
to sauce—or “gravy” in the parlance 
of Indian chefs. There is a nice blend 
of onions here, with finely chopped 
and well-sweated jewels providing 
the flavour base for the dish, and larg- 
er sautéed pieces adding sweetness. 


Again, a clove undertone and the 
fresh julienned ginger drive the 
flavours directly to the palate ... and 
up your nose if you're not careful. 
Finally, chicken biryani ($16), a 
densely flavoured rice dish that is the 
essence of rice cookery. The flavours 
are dark in this dish, made of basmati 
from the Deccan Plateau near Hyder- 
abad. Sawhney offers kachumbar, a 
bowl of fresh vegetables to lift the 
palate. This falls under the rubric of 
pickles, and it is utter simplicity and 
brilliance, really: finely diced onions, 
tomato, and cucumber. A squeeze of 
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lemon over top, and you have crunch, 
spice and sweetness in one mouthful. 
My advice would be to try the buffet 
for a visit, just to see what you can see. 
The spicing there is below medium, so 
you won't hurt yourself, if you're a 
first-timer. Indeed, medium should be 
as hot as you want to go, so that you 
can taste the food and the spicing 
without the threat of tastebud over- 
load. Indian food, after all, is not a test 
for those wanting to be tortured. It is 
complex and utterly beguiling, and 
that's why on your next trip, you 
should move directly to the menu. v 
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Christmas controller 


JAN HOSTYN / jan@vueweokly.com 

f you watch a movie every once in a while, or 
[m= quite figured out where the mute but- 

ton on your TV remote is, no doubt you've 
been inundated with magical portraits of Christ- 
mas. You know the kind—perfect Presents, glit- 
tering Outfits, happy and smiling families and not 
a single whiff of a burnt cookie anywhere. 

But, in my world anyways, dysfunctional fami- 
lies and compromised culinary skills quickly get 
in the way and perfection melts away into chaos. 

So this year, how about striving for a little bit 
of controlled chaos? Toss away all those extreme 
expectations that we can and should do it all— 
cook, bake, entertain, wrap, decorate and smile 
rapturously, all at the same time—and get some 
help. There's plenty of it out there. of course, it 
all comes with a cost, but doesn’t everything? 

What can you do without? How about slaving 
away in the kitchen for days on end for that little 
(or big) get-together that you want to have. Get it 
catered instead. And by catered | don’t mean 
ordering a bunch of pizzas and calling it a day— 
although that works too, you might want to go for 
something a little more inspired. 

First you have to decide whether you want 
more of a casual dinner, an elaborate sit-down 
affair or the popular nibbling-and-mingling hors 
d'oeuvres-type gathering. Even within thosé 
options you have choices—are you going to pick 
up the food or have it delivered, is it going to be 
made in your home courtesy of a real chef or are 
you going to be warming it up? 

One of the more inexpensive options would 
probably technically fall under the category of take- 
out but, if you are going to do take-out, you can at 
least make it decent take-out. Mexico Lindo, a lit- 
tle family-run restaurant in the west end, has a 
whole cooler full of authentic Mexican food that 
simply needs to be brought home and reheated. 

Huge burritos stuffed with rice, black beans and 
chicken or beef are $4.25, and 3 tamales—corn 
dough filled with either shredded pork and green 
salsa or feta cheese and red salsa—are $4.50. And 
that’s just a start. Add some of their homemade 
tortilla chips and one (or more) of their salsas and 

you're all set for an easy, casual get-together. 

For a more elegant sit-down dinner, Upper 
Crust Café offers some traditional holiday choic- 
€s—turkey, roast pork loin, beef tenderloin or 
tourtiére—complete with assorted yummy sides 
like grilled vegetables and mashed potatoes—for 
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between $15.95 and $17.95 per person. 


IF You HAPPEN to be blessed with an unlimited 


budget you may want to go all-out with an elabo- 
Fate, multi-course dinner from Bridges Catering 
Ease into it with a fresh asparagus and brie soup 
topped with herbed croutons ($7.50 per person) and 
some baby greens with dried apples, cranberries 
apricots and nuts with a Taspberry vinaigrette dress 
ing ($7.00 per person). Then, once your appetite has 
been properly Piqued, you can dig into your 
entrée—perhaps some Atlantic salmon wrapped in 
a com husk with fresh dill butter ($18.00 per per: 
son) or Alberta pork loin stuffed with figs, dates, 
apricots and cranberries and glazed with Canadian 
maple rum sauce ($16.00 per person). And since 
dessert is a must, créme caramel served with a 
chocolate dipped strawberry ($7.00 per person) 
would nicely fill any remaining crevices. 

As yummy as all that sourids, you don’t have 
to host an intricate event in order to eat well 
Do away with the chairs and the formality and 
serve hors d'oeuvres or appetizers People get 
to mingle and eat, and there’s less danger of 
getting stuck next to the resident bore for an 
entire long, drawn-out dinner 

The Runaway Spoon Catering Company 
offers a whole range of options that would work for 
just about anything. For $1.75 each, you can munch 
on delicacies such as chorizo skewers, shrimp and 
lime mini quiche and corn fritter dumplings. Or 
spend $2.25 each and get assorted California sushi, 
thai beef cucumber cups or proscuitto and ricotta 
phyllo. And again, you can't forget dessert. Tangy 
lemon tarts, mini apple cranberry spice cakes, fudge 
brownies and butter tarts will all do a stellar job of 
tempting your guests (2 for $2.25) 

This is just a small taste of the choices avail 
able. Chances are your favourite restaurant 
might even cater. It just depends on what you're 
looking for and what you're willing to pay—but 
there’s something out there for everyone 

So, no, getting your little get-together or huge 
function catered won't quash your brother Bill's 
over-inflated ego or your aunt Mildred’s pen 
chant for releasing frequent and exuberant bod- 
ily noises. But it will help control the chaos, if 
only a tiny bit. And every little bit counts. 
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When a young man wants to woo a 
woman, he probably thinks about giving 
her flowers, chocolate or wine. Under- 
standable. These are things that women 
often appreciate. But how about beer? 

Stop your laughter; this isn’t the 1970s. 
Beer has grown up. Many women are 
exploring the world of beer and its vari- 
ous pleasures. And.| have some evidence 
to prove it. 

A few weeks ago, | attended Edmon- 
ton’s first ever beer-tasting speed-dating 
evening. (I hasten to add | was there as 
an observer only—I suspect my spouse 
might have had something to say about 
any full participation.) It is a combination 
of beer appreciation and rapid-fire singles 
mixing, something that would not have 
occurred a few years ago. 

Speed dating is the growing phenome- 
non of organized meet-and-chats. The 
goal is to allow singles to meet a number 
of prospective dates in a single evening, 
through a process of rotating short con- 
versations. At the end of the night, partic- 
ipants mark a box for each person they 
met—yes if they want to see them again, 
no if they don’t. The host goes through 
the answers and forwards contact infor- 
mation if both people said yes: 
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The beer evening was sponsored 
by Fast Life—a national speed dating 
company that organizes regular speed 
dating events in town. They hosted it 
at the Oliver Square Brewster's Brew- 
pub. Why were they inspired to 
launch a beer tasting evening for 
their speed daters? 

“Men love beer. Men love women. 
Men love women who love beer. Simple" 
says Fast Life’s Emily Nutting, the organ- 
izer of the evening. 

Sure, but it seems to me one of the 
problems would be that a beer tasting 
would attract many men and far fewer 
women, which is not so conducive to 
pairing up. It turns out women were 
interested. The evening had 10 women 
and 12 men who were willing to pay 
$80 for some free beer samples and 
an evening of speed dates. Most 
appeared to be professionals with sta- 
ble careers. The age range was 
between the mid-20s and mid-30s—a 
group no longer interested in the club 
scene and who might find it difficult to 
find opportunities to meet other sin- 
gles. Some had done speed dating 
before, but most | chatted with were 
trying it for the first time. 

As it turns out most were not beer 
geeks by any stretch, but most had an 
appreciation for beer. “| like beer. Noth- 
ing too dark or heavy, but | like the 
flavour,” according to Marianna (like al/ 
the names in this story, this one isn’t 
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real —Ed). The beer adds a curiosity 
factor they suggested. 

“Beer seems more relaxed and casual 
than wine,” said Erica, who had tried 
speed dating before. “It is easier to’get to 
know someone over beer, rather than a 
more uppity wine thing.” 

For the guys, it seemed like the perfect 
combo. “If she likes beer herself, she 
won't mind when | have a couple myself, 
or go out for a few beers. It makes it easi- 
er,” suggested Mario. Paul agreed but 
kept his eye on the real point. “Having a 
girl like beer is great, but if she is inter- 
esting and we hit it off, | am not that con- 
cerned. Beer is just a bonus.” 

The evening began with a short lec- 
ture from the Brewster's beer expert 
about beer and the range of tastes and 
flavours found in beer. Brewster's put 
up seven of their own beers for the 
tasting, ranging from their light blue- 
berry wheat ale (a favourite with the 
women) to their remarkable 
hefeweizen and even a sample of their 
9% barley wine. The barley wine may 
not have been the best choice, as few 
of the participants liked this challeng- 
ing, strong beer. 

The first sample was poured and the 
speed dating began. The dates were 
eight minutes long, and the couples 
chatted about themselves as they 
sipped beer. The bell rang and the rota- 
tion began—women stayed in place and 
the men moved to the next table. Every 
second or third date a new beer would 
be served to freshen both the palate and 
the conversation. 

At the halfway point, the group took 
a break, giving me an opportunity to 
ask how it was going. Most reported 
having an enjoyable time and indicated 
the beer was a minor, but important 
part of the dates. 

“We didn’t talk about beer much, but it 
was a nice fall back when the conversa- 
tion lagged,” said Marianna. 

It seems the beer served as a reliable 
ice-breaker, allowing for some initial 
small talk. “We might talk about whether 
we liked the beer just served, which 
sometimes led to a short discussion of 
what kind of beer we like,” said Scott. 

But when you only have eight min- 
utes, you got to get to more important 
matters quickly, so beer was dropped in 
short order. 

Did love bubble up like a frothy head 
on a well-poured pint. It's too hard to tell 
in just one night. What we did learn, 
however is that beer can offer a comple- 
mentary backdrop to the speed dating 
scene—telaxed and comfortable. 

The evening suggests to me that 
beer is growing up in the eyes of 
many. The reputation of beer has 
become more classy and reputable, 
allowing it to serve a role previously 
reserved for wine or food. Profession- 
als can admit they enjoy beer without 
it being a date-killer. In part this is 
due to the increased range of styles 
and flavours in beer, which make it 
more accessible to women. But it is 
also a long overdue recognition that 
beer is a pliable, flexible beverage 
that can fit many occasions. 

Really, if beer can find you love, what 
can't it do? w 


Beyond the buffet 


SHARON YEO / sharon@vueweekly.com 


rvind Sawhney thinks 
Edmonton is ready for a new 
of Indian culinary experi- 


ence. The owner of Origin India, the 
newest addition to Whyte Avenue's 
bustling restaurant scene, is trying to 
promote a different approach to the 
food he grew up eating. 

"I did not want to build a traditional 
Indian restaurant,” he says. “Obviously 
I’m going to provide traditional Indian 
food, but I wanted to provide a very 
pleasant, very warm ambiance in the 
restaurant.” Given that Sawhney is new 
to the industry (he was looking for 
something different after working as a 
mechanical engineer for 20 years), 
many of his decisions have been guid- 
ed by his own experiences as a patron. 

"I'm a diner,” he says. “I eat out a 
lot, | know exactly what to expect.” 

As Sawhney’s close friend Raj Shar- 
ma of Maurya Palace récruited him ‘to 
run Origin India, the restaurant is 
somewhat influenced by its sister con- 
nection (notably in the kitchen, as the 
head chef was transferred from Mauyra 
Palace), However, Sawhney empha- 
sizes that he had a very clear vision for 
the restaurant, starting with the food. 

Sawhney noticed the explosion of 
indian restaurants in the city, and in 
particular, Indian buffets, in the last 
three years. But having unlimited 
access to a dozen dishes is not how 
Sawhney, who immigrated to Canada 
from India 28 years ago, would 
choose to promote the intricate 
flavours of his native cuisine. “It’s just 
like pouring six different wines in the 
Same glass and trying to tell me what 
you're drinking,” he says. “If you per- 
sonally want to enjoy an Indian meal, 
instead of having seven or eight or 10 
different curries which all do taste dif- 
ferent ... have just one or two.” 

Edmonton's appetite for buffets 
made incorporating one a financial 
necessity for the restaurant, but Sawh- 
ney made some distinct choices to set 
Origin India apart from competitors. For 
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one, acknowledging that “mostIndian 
cuisine out there is quite heavy," Sawh- 
ney saw to it that his kitchen was lighter 
on the use of both oils and creams. 


IN ADDITION, Sawhney is keen to intro- 
duce diners to Indian appetizers. “If 
you ever have gone to a formal Indian 
get-together,” he says, “our hors 
d'oeurvre or appetizers are the biggest 
part of the meal, the best part of the 
meal, and the healthier part of the 
meal. Unless you're getting involved in 
samosas and all that deep-fried stuff, 
you can go for Tandoori cuisine which 
is all done in the oven with marinades 
(that) are pretty light.” 

Although Origin India has been open 
for just two months, Sawhney says that 
he is encouraged by the number of reg- 
ular customers he sees returning 
through the door. He is focused on pro 
viding patrons with good service and a 
consistent product, but is also ready to 
cater to those looking for something 
more specific. “Yes, we have a menu,” 
he says, “but it is not written in stone, If 
someone walks in here and knows 
Indian food and wants something dif- 
ferent done, obviously we can do it to 
please their palate.” 

Sawhney is also looking to expand 
the reach of Origin India in the new 
year by appealing to those in the area 
who are in search of a “quick fix.” 
Built with a take-out kitchen at the 
forefront of the space, the restaurant 
hopes to offer two or three high-quali- 
ty wraps that contain the “flavour of 
India and the curry taste that people 
have fallen in love with.” 

With Sawhney’s determination, it 
may only be a matter of time until 
Edmonton embraces Origin India, and 
realizes that there is more to Indian cui- 
sine than buffets and beer pairings. v 
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Back to the future 


Eighty years, same great snow at Sunshine 


HART GOLBECK / hart@vueweekly.com 

t's a little known fact that the lease- 
[n= where Sunshine Village cur- 

fently sits, not to mention most of 
the Canadian Rockies, was almost 
annexed by the US. It was the 1850's 
and the Minnesota state senate passed 
a motion to lay claim to most of 

. Saskatchewan, Alberta and BC. Fortu- 
nately the usurpers got distracted by 
the Civil War, giving Canada a chance 
to push the railroad west and through 
the Rockies. But had things gone dif- 
ferently, a visit to one of Alberta’s 
favourite mountain playgrounds might 
have required a passport. 

A couple weeks ago, | made yet 
another pilgrimage tg one of my 
favoured stomping grounds of the last 
30 years. Aside from enjoying the best 
early season conditions in the Rockies, 
I had an opportunity to partake in a his» 
torical presentation by David Finch, 
part of Sunshine Village's 80th anniver- 
sary season festivities. The celebrations 
culminate in a big birthday party at the 
end of December, complete with a 
giant birthday cake. Between the histo- 
ry and the snow it was a momentous 
opening to the season, in keeping with 
the resort's storied past. 

The railroad was Sunshine's early 
lifeline. By 1883, it had reached Siding 
29, later known as Banff. Log cabins 
and hotels were built and tourists 
descended, drawn by the newly dis- 
covered hot springs and the sheer 
beauty of the land. In 1885 the area 
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became a National Park. For many. 
years it was only a summer destination 
and windows were boarded up for the 
winter. Wilderness cabins were built 
and guides would take hikers into to 
Mt Assiniboine and Sunshine Meadow. 

In March of 1929, Cliff White and Cyril 
Paris strapped on touring skis and made 
the first pass through Sunshine Mead- 
ows. The snow was so deep they had to 
dig down to get the cabin door open. 
They returned to Banff and told the locals 
of their great adventure. Two years later 
in 1931, Jim Brewster, owner of Brewster 
Transportation Company, set out with his 
wife, brother and friends to search out 
this area for the purpose of building a ski 
hill. They found it and by 1936 had pur- 
chased the cabin and its National Park 
lease from the Canadian Pacific Railroad 
for $300. Buses were used to bring guests 
up the winding dirt road. 

The first permanent tow rope lift 
was installed in 1945. The National 
Park board was not too happy about 
the lift and this sentiment would pre- 
vail for every lift installed thereafter. 
Sunshine really made headlines in 
1961 when the Wawa T-Bar was 
installed. This was the first high 
capacity lift in the area and it doubled 
the capacity of the Brewster buses. In 
the next 20 years ownership changed 
several times and many more lifts 
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were added as each new owner 
would start with upgrades. 


| STARTED SKIING these slopes in the 
late ‘70s and even have pictures of my 
friends and me sitting on the 50th 
anniversary cake. Back then we would 
have to pile into Brewster buses and 
wind our way up what’s now known 
as the ski out. As an executive of the 
Mountain Rider Ski Club the challenge 
was always getting three tour buses to 
the base, then unloading and cram- 
ming into the ever aging shuttle buses. 
If 1 remember correctly, this trip was 
made much more tolerable by the 
existence of wineskins. 


Finally in 1980 the $12-million gon- 


dola was built, eliminating the need for 
busing. In 1981, the Scurfield family 
bought the resort and to this day they 
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continue to develop the terrain. They 
have converted all the lifts to quads 
and in 2001, the aging high-mainte- 
nance gondola was replaced by a new 
high-speed large-cabin gondola. 

Their latest project is the upgrade 
of the Sunshine Lodge, formerly the 
Sunshine Inn. The main building has 
been completely renovated with mod- 
ern rooms, lounges and fine dining. 
The terrace wing has been demol- 
ished with only new concrete footings 
visible where 30 luxury hotel rooms 
will be erected for next season. The 
next time you're up, have a look at 
the log building connected to Mad 
Trapper’s Saloon. That’s part of the 
old cabin that still stands today. 

Through the years Sunshine has had a 
couple of major events that nearly 
removed it from the landscape. In the 
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early ‘60s, plans were developed for a 
major highway to connect Banff to BC. 
The new design went directly through 
the village. Later in the ‘80s federal min- 
ister Sheila Copps threatened to remove 
all ski hills from the parks. Thankfully 
both plans were shelved. 

Early this season, Sunshine was one 
of the few resorts in the Rockies with 
suitable early season snow conditions. 
I can attest to this, having spent a 
recent Saturday afternoon with my 
wife; sitting out a white-out type bliz- 
zard in the warm confines of the on- 
hill hot tub after getting first turns on 
some pretty sweet corduroy. Condi- 
tions have even improved since then 
because all 12 of their lifts are running. 

I’m thinking White and Paris did 
really well when they first scouted out 
this location. vw 


NON-STOP 3-X DAILY 


AND SKI FREE DAY OF ARRIVAL 


The Mad Trapper 
rides again 


HART GOLBECK / hart@vueweekly.com 
ver wonder why the slope-side 
bar at Sunshine Village is called 
Mad Trapper’s? It's named after 
the mad trapper himself, Jerry Ker- 
nen. Jerry has been around for eons 
and even now at 91 years old he con- 
tinues to cruise the slopes at Sunshine 
at least 50 times a season. What's 
really amazing is to celebrate his 
birthday he’s dropped into Delirium 
Dive each of the past three seasons 
and on February 14 he'll be at it again 
in celebration of his 92nd. It is a much 
watched event as he tackles these 
challenging cliffs accompanied by a 
couple of seasoned pro-patrollers. 
Jerry grew up as a trapper in 
Saskatchewan and on the Saloon wall 
you can find a picture of him in his 
younger days, brandishing sidearms. 
Apparently these guns came in handy 
on several occasions when he was 
forced to put down an attacking bear 
or two. Soon he was attracted to the 
adventure of skiing and in the winter 
he would hit the slopes of Sunshine, 
first as a ski patroller, after which he 
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moved into marketing and finally as a 
ski ambassador. 

Hard to believe but his current 
summer hobbies are speedboats and 
motorcycles. Unlike many older 
skiers, Jerry keeps up with technology 
and usually upgrades to the latest 
equipment. I'm guessing he should 
get some pretty good deals consider- 
ing the free publicity ski makers could 
get in return. 

My favourite quote from Jerry is his 
take on the ever changing skier: “I 
think the skiers were a bit crazier in 
the old days. A lot of people used to 
smoke marijuana. They'd go into the 
trees and you'd ski by and you could 
smell it. Now, everybody is good.” 
Jerry himself has never smoked and ‘he 
gets by on a single pint of beer every 
afternoon in his saloon. You can’t miss 
him, just look for the old guy surround- 
ed by all the younger women. v 
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Tracing a Fine Line 
in the snow 


JEREMY DERKSEN / snowzone@vueweekly.com 

ere’s a test for the self-pro- 
H= hardcore rider. Climb to 

the highest peak you can find, 
accented with pencil-thin spines, 
death-defying chutes, a beckoning 40- 
degree slope and three days’ accumu- 
lation of dry champagne. Stare down 
at the line of a lifetime. Then finish 
this well known phrase: “risk and ...” 

If you said reward, you're not 

wrong. But that’s only half the equa- 
tion. The other half, the one most of 
us forget, is “consequence.” As skiers 
and riders, epic conditions can easily 
blind us to danger. It tends to fall out- 
side the lens, unless that lens belongs 
to the Rocky Mountain Sherpas. 
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SAFETY 


The Vancouver-based ski-film 
company has just released The Fine 
Line, a hybrid shred/education film 
on avalanche awareness. Where 
most films focus on athletes’ per- 
formances, it pans wide to capture 
the potentially fatal consequences of 
going into the backcountry ignorant 
and unprepared. Unfortunately, 
those consequences are all too 
familiar for the Sherpas. 

In 1997, the founding members of 
RMS lost four friends to an avalanche. 
“At the time, we skied the backcountry 
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with no clue, no idea,” recounts Mal- 
colm Sangster, RMS co-founder and 
producer. "We got away with it but over 
the years we've seen the same types of 
accidents happen. Dave [Mossop] and I 
were out the day the Strathcona- 
Tweedsmuir avalanche went down in 
Roger's Pass. Making ski films and see- 
ing what was on the market, we said, 
‘We've got to make something that’s 
going to speak to these kids." 

The film comes at a time when the 
popularity of big mountain riding is rap- 
idly escalating, largely due to a growing 
ski-porn industry. Pick up Powder mag- 
azine, watch the latest Matchstick or 
TGR production or surf over to 
biglines.com and it’s everywhere. 

“With technology, easier access 
with snowmobiles and resorts and 
the push in the media, it’s definitely 
drawing more people to the back- 
country,” says Sangster. “Some are 
experienced enough to manage the 
risks but a lot aren't. 

A lot of films portray avalanches in 
a weird way. You see them happen 
but you never see the aftermath, what 
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led up to it or what went wrong.” 


MERE SECONDS ahead of a massive 
slide, pro skier Dan Treadway is desper- 
ately gunning his sled. The camera is 
somewhere on his body, offering a per- 
fect, vicarious vantage point. As the 
snow rushes towards him Treadway’s 
head swivels. Despite a full-face helmet, 
fear is evident in his body language. It’s 
as if you're sitting on the back of the 
sled watching as the billowing white 
mass envelops him, one of several 
bone-chilling moments in the film. 

Other footage shows pro riders 
fighting madly to stay above slab 
releases, Some miraculously get out 
in time. Others are swept over jagged 
cliffs and washed under a tidal wave 
of suffocating snow. 

Just when the foreboding menace 
reaches a feverish threshold, the film 
does a 180. All of a sudden, Tanner 
Hall or Travis Rice is pounding a pil- 
low line through a long, drawn-out 
tree run, Erik Hjorleifson or Sean Pet- 
tit emerges in slo-mo through a pow- 
der cloud, ripping past the camera to 
jib a downed pine. 

And then, Dana Flahr rips an 
incredible line: a headcam view of 
skis pointing down an impossible 
spine, the snow impervious to inter- 
pretation by any but the best. Flahr 
picks up speed, making split-second 
decisions on a hairline ridge with no 
room for miscalculation, dropping 
over one cliff onto the next, carving 
swaths into deep, untracked ecstasy. 

This is ski porn in all its glory yet it 
doesn’t come off as gratuitous. It 
emphasizes the point: safe backcountry 


riding versus unsafe, reward versus 
consequence. “We just want people to 
know there is a time and place you can 
go after these dream lines in the back- 
country,” Sangster says, “but knowing 
when is super important.” 

At Whistler, Sangster is just getting 
off the hill when I reach him on his 
cell. These days he’s busy managing 
promotional efforts for The Fine Line— 
mass mailing DVDs, coordinating film 
festival appearances, working on put- 
ting together a high school educational 
tour and doing interviews, all the while 
pursuing new ventures with the crew. 

Pressed for time, many of us might 
conduct our business by cellphone 
while driving. Not Sangster; he recog- 
nizes a stupid risk when he sees it. We 
reschedule for later in the evening. 

At 9 am, he’s back in Vancouver 
working into the night. Unlike the 
Sea-to-Sky, he figures he can drive his 
laptop while talking so he pulls a 
power cord into a back office, away 
from the low din of the RMS crew 
assembling DVD packages. Currently 
The Fine Line is touring with the Banff 
Mountain Film Festival and getting 
good coverage in major media, but it 
all grew from humble beginnings. 

“We got started about eight years 
ago under the table, going out on our 
own dime and our own time,” Sangster 
recalls. “We're a pretty new company. 
The main thing for us was to try to get 
the film out to different venues. We're a 
fairly small marketing machine.” 

Things are changing with the suc- 
cess of this film. As Sangster sees it, 
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THE SKINNY 


S CHRISTIE SUHULIZ 

christie @vueweekly.com 
As welcome as a mild autumn may 
seem at first, cross-country ski enthusi- 
asts were quick to wax longingly about 


the early arrival of local tracks last sea- ~ 


son in comparison with the dry cold 
that tormented us into this December. 
With reports of snow falling nearly 
everywhere else, | wondered more seri- 
ously about out-of-town nordic skiing 
adventures and communities. 

To get an expert perspective on the 
question | connected with Sean 
Rickard, vice president of Edmonton 
Nordic. In addition to travelling for bet- 
fer snow and better tracks, Rickard 
Suggested that a good reason to con- 
sider skiing trails elsewhere in the 
region is that terrain has considerable 
impact on the skiing experience: “Ski- 
ing away from home allows you access 
to [different terrain]. For example, the 
rolling terrain of Blackfoot Provincial 
Recreation Area, about 50 kilometres 
from Edmonton, or the short, sharp 
hills of the Canmore Nordic Centre.” 

For the resort experience, one feeds 
to go further afield. Rickard notes, 
“many major downhill ski resorts have 
nordic trails nearby.” There are some 
that stand out in this regard. “Perhaps 


the best of these would be Silver Star, 
near Vernon, BC,” he adds. It has its 
own trail system, which connects to the 
Sovereign Lake Nordic Centre. The Can- 
more Nordic Centre has a high profile 
and excellent trails, and the proximity 
of the town means that it is also a real- 
istic resort alternative. 

Rob Bernhardt, President of BC 
Nordic, also had some choice advice for 
me. He suggested a few more nordic ski 
locations in BC located very close to 
alpine resorts. “Sun Peaks Resort offers 
exceptional nordic skiing trails and facil- 
ities. Near the Alberta border, Dawn 
Mountain Nordic Trails are situated at 
the base of Kicking Horse Mountain 
Resort, offering both beautifully 
groomed trails, stunning views and 
wilderness near the amenities of a 
resort. It simply doesn't get any better.” 

Bernhardt is quick to mention that the 
province is known for its wide range of 
landscapes, mountain regions and terrain 
which provides incredibly diverse nordic 
skiing experiences. As he says, “there lit- 
erally is something for everyone.” There's 
everything from skiing at the Hills Health 
Ranch near 100 Mile House for more of a 
tanch-style experience, to Larch Hills in 
the Shuswap region, known for its typical 
mild temperatures and abundance of dry 
powder snow. 

“Or ski like an Olympian at the 
Whistler Olympic Park in the Callaghan 
Valley, south of Whistler,” suggests Bern- 
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hardt. “With 50 km of groomed and track- 
Set trails, it's a great destination for 
skiers of all levels. It's a real thrill to ski 
where the best in the world will compete 
in 2010.” 

Both Bernhardt and Rickard mention 
Nipika Mountain Resort as a top spot 
fear the Alberta-BC border where you 
can immerse yourself cross-country 
skiing and staying at a place that 
Operates completely off the grid. Nipi- 
ka is an eco-resort that generates all 
its own power. For more on everything 
BC nordic, visit benordic.com. Practice 
before your trip with the help of 
edmontonnordic.ca 

I still think that skiing locally is one 
of the best reasons to try and fall in 
love with cross-country skiing, but get- 
ting out and about with the nordic skis 
can be an exceptional way to explore 
the terrain and the winter wilds away 
from home, even after the snow has 
fallen here 

As one colleague, Dianne Chisholm, 
puts it, “Away from or close to home, 
nordic skiing deranges and excites the 
work-a-day soul, displacing sedentary 
habits with bold, fresh, blood-pumping, 
breath-taking turns, sweeps and edges 
Open snow-covered terrain compels out- 
goingness, and with outgoingness come 
horizons towards which one is hurled, 
giddy with rebirth.” 

And with that, I'll leave you to put on 
your ski boots. w 


© 20 kilometers of exhilarating cross- 
country tralls all groomed.They are 


beautiful, scenic and as easy or 
challenging as your choose 


* And yes we offer a ski school, de- 


SAVE UP TO *13 per day on 
FULL-DAY lift tickets after 
your FREE day through the 
entire 08/09 season. 


available at Pacesetter or Skier’s Edmonton locations 


— | 


kee: skicastle.ca | 1.888.SKITONS | 


Check out castlevacations.ca for the Best in the West ski’n sleep packages | 


weather permitting: 


* The largest and one of the best ski 
facilities in our local area 


© 24 downhill runs that challenge skiers, 
snowboarders and snowbladers from 
novice to advanced 


signed to get you skiing quicker and 


easier than you would Imagine 


© Finish the day off with a snack from 


the Chalet’s concession 


© We have the jargest and most varied 
terrain park around with a variety of 
trails, funboxes and hits, the superpipe 
Is one of the best In Alberta 


CHRISTMAS HOURS 


OPEN December 22 - January 6 = CLOSED December 24, 25 & January 1 


awatinaw 
\\alley 


A Haar Wet ob Fae 


SNOW ZONE 


TAWATINAW VALLEY ALPINE & NORDIC CENTRE 


CALL the County office 349-3346 or the Ski Hill 698-2212 FOR MORE INFO 


os 
z 
HOURS OF OPERATION 10 AM TO 4:30 P.M Y 


1 Nant) it a 


DEG 18,- DBC 24,2008 WUEWwEEKLY U2] 


Snowboards 


CONDITIONS REPORT 


Local 
Rabbit Hill — 30cm base, Sem of new snow. 5 lifts and 6 runs open. 


Snow Valley — 30cm base, 3cm of new snow. All lifts and most runs now open. 
San Ridge — 40cm base, no new snow. § lifts and 7 runs open. 
Edmonton Ski Clab — Open. 


Alberta 

} Canada Olympic Park — 20cm base. 3 lifts and 6 runs open. - 
Castle Mountain — 28-49cm base, 42cm of new snow. 
Lake Louise — 108-133cm base, 18cm of new snow. 8 lift and 95 runs open. 
Marmot Basin — 25cm base, 5cm of new snow. § lifts and 46 runs open. 
Mt. Norquay — 80cm base, 14cm of new snow. 4 lifts and 16 runs open. 
Nakiska — 17-55cm base, 22cm of new snow. 4 lifts and 9 runs open. 
Sunshine Village — 99cm base, 10cm of new snow. 12 lifts and 89 runs open. 
Tawatinaw — Open soon. 


} Apex — 80cm base, 39cm of new snow. 2 lifts and 2 runs open. 

Big White — Open Dec 19. 

} Formie — 41-43cm hase, 8cm of new snow. 3 lifts and 11 runs open. 
} Kicking Horse — 99cm base, 26cm of new snow. 

Kimberley — Open Dec 19. 

Mt Washington — Open Dec 19. 


Panorama — 22-62cm hase, 19cm of new snow. 7 lifts and 20 runs open. 
Powder King — 109-136cm base, 4em of new snow. 

Red Mountain — Open Dec 19. 
} Revelstoke — 118cm base, 24cm of new snow. 
Silver Star — 85-112cm base, 49cm of new snow. 10 lifts and 87 runs open. 
Sun Peaks — 65-88cm base, 31cm of new snow. 9 lifts and 53 runs open. 
Whistler/ Blackcomb — 62cm base, 17cm of new snow. 
White Water — 75cm base, 3cm of new snow. 


U. 


49 Worth — 25-30cm base. 2 lifts and 10 runs open. 

Big Sky — 61-9tcm base, Sem of new snow. 

Cegatel Mountain — 11 lcm hase. 6 lifts and 33 runs open. 
Great Divide — 30-G1cm base. 2 lifts and 24 runs open. 
Lookout Pass — 40-71cm base, 3cm of new snow. 15 runs open. 
Mt. Spokane — Open Dec 19. 

Schweitzer Mt. — 13-86cm. 1 lift and 3 runs open. 

Silver Mt. Resort — 43-68cm hase. 3 runs open. 

Sun Valley — 40cm base, 4 lifts and 26 runs open. 


“Opening dates can change depending on weather conditions. 


All Bedi athe as of Dec 17, 2008. 
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SAFETY 


the advantages of having the 
film on the Banff world tour cir- 
cuit and getting coverage in 
magazines like Powder is that it 
will open doors for new projects. 
“We have some other environ- 
mental and educational things 
we want to do down the line,” he 
says. “We're ecstatic that this 
project has put us on the map a 
little more.” 


ANOTHER SCENE in the film—time- 
lapsed for effect—shows hundreds 
of riders climbing into Spanky's 
Ladder, a backcountry area off of 
Blackcomb mountain. It jarred me 
when I realized that, like the 
untold others streaming over 
those cliffs, 1 hadn't even consid- 
ered the risk the first time I'd gone 
in. 

After watching a segment on 
slope aspect, | was reminded of 
another occasion. A few years back a 
couple friends and I visited Kicking 
Horse for a lift-assisted, backcountry 
powder weekend. We'd just skied a 
pristine convex slope in knee-deep 
powder, a cocktail of euphoria and 
adrenalin coursing through our blood- 
stream. 

Up above another skier dropped in. 
He skied up to our celebratory party, 
dispensing with introduction to get 
straight to the point. “What are you 
guys doing in here without beacons or 
rescue gear?” he asked, shocked and 
clearly annoyed, The high faded; we 
had no good answer. 

Like a lot of skiers, we got lucky. We 
saw the big lines and went after them, 
not thinking about the fact that outside 
the resort boundaries, you're alone. It’s 
different for the pros and the big film 
companies. 

Obviously RMS wasn’t going to put 
people’s lives at risk to get slide 
footage. Most of it came from other 
production companies like TGR, Fron- 
tier Films and National Geographic 
As Sangster points out, the circum- 
stances in those cases were different 
than they are for the amateur. 

“Everyone was OK in those slides. 
They always have guides in heli-ops 


Hey dude, 
FALL LINES 


HART GOLBECK 
hart@vueweekly.com 


SNOW ZONE 


HART GOLBECK / hart@vueweekly.com 
Parking has always been an issue at 
Alberta's big three resorts, Marmot Basin, 
Sunshine Village and Lake Louise. Consid- 
ering that all three are located in a 
National Park with some pretty tight reg- 
ulations you know there won't be much 
telief in sight as the season kicks into 
high gear. But with some simple strate- 
gies and smart choices you can avoid this 
common frustration. 

Marmot Basin has the best set-up by far. 


SNOW ZONE 


clhA 


and everyone's well-taken care of,” 
Sangster says. Even then, things can 
still go wrong. “The snowmobile one 
is fairly famous. That was Dan Tread- 
way. He was fully passed out, no 


pulse, nothing; they pounded him in 
the chest when they dug him out and 
he came back.” 

Lucky. 


FOR MOST OF US, snow is benign and 
unthreatening. Until we step into the 
backcountry, we're sheltered from it by 
modern convenience and avalanche 
control efforts largely unnoticed. 
Maybe that’s why, like kids who have 
never seen where their food comes 
from, our understanding of snow is 
disconnected from its reality beyond 
our metaphorical plates. 

Avalanche survivors know better. 
Several of them tell their stories in the 
film, recounting moments of horror as 
they lost control and were swept up in a 
slide surging with the force of a semi on 
the highway, as one survivor describes it. 
Broken legs, blood on the lungs, shock, 
fear, pain, suffocation; each tale unfolds 
against the backdrop of the mountains, 
casting the beauty and brute force of the 
terrain in sharp relief. 

Throughout, the feature film stresses 


that practical knowledge of ava- 
lanche bulletins, weather, terrain 
hazards, stability tests, safe travel 
and rescue is cnucial. But it goes one 
step further, Following the main fea- 
ture, the DVD contains four short 
educational films that serve as an 
introduction—or refresher—on 
essential snow skills and knowledge. 

Since my earlier indiscretions, 
I've taken an introductory ava- 
lanche course at Whistler, prac- 
ticed search and rescue in five 
years’ patrolling at Marmot Basin 
and put my knowledge to the test 
in the Yoho backcountry. After all 
that, what I’ve learned is that I'm 
still a novice. 

Kicking back after a day of ski- 
ing, I put on The Fine Line for a 
couple friends, one of whom 
happened to be an avalanche 
technician. As the training films 
rolled, he was glued. Conversa- 
tion ensued about proper rescue 
techniques, point releases and 
close calls, and of the various 
experts in the film—basically a 
“who's who” of the avalanche profes- 
sion. 

“The avalanche crew—the guides 
and the different heli operations—love 
it because they do all these avalanche 
courses and a lot of the films that are 
out there aren’t that good. So they're 
happy to have something a little fresh- 
er,” Sangster says. 

In the end, it’s all about changing 
the perception that big mountain 
riding is just a free for all. Behind 
every epic line on film, there are 
experts testing variables, checking 
conditions and plotting safe 
descents. There are risks and 
rewards, and there’s a lot of great 
riding out there. But there are also 
stupid risks that can lead to perma- 
nent consequences. 

At any given moment in the back- 
country, the snow can give way. At the 
point of release you can often see a 
fine, razor sharp line. Sangster and the 
Sherpas know what's on both sides of 
that line, and this is their attempt to 
expose that to a wider audience. As 
exciting and fun as big mountain rid- 
ing is, Sangster says, “there's a lot that 
goes into it. 

You don’t just go out there, hop on 
the biggest line and cowboy it.” w 


park my car 


Its four tiered lots are ideal, staggered up 
the mountain beside the runs and serviced 
by a T-bar. Upon arrival you can stop for tick- 
ets or drop off any equipment renters at the 
base lodge and then drive up to any of the 
lots. | prefer number three and | like to arrive 
early so | can be within steps of the slopes. 

Marmot's accessible lots are also a 
great place to get back to during the day 
to hydrate and have a lunch if you are 
travelling on a budget. These lots are 
especially popular in the spring, spawn- 
ing small tailgate parties. Included in 
Marmot Basin’s site guidelines are plans 
to upgrade the lots, including the reloca- 
tion of the tour buses to lot number one, 
a move that would greatly alleviate over- 
crowding at the base lot. 


At Sunshine Village, parking and get- 
ting to the slopes is more of a chore. On 
the weekends you'll find the main lot 
packed and cars parked for a kilometre or 
two down the access road. Sunshine 
shuttles will transport you to the gondola 
station but if you want to avoid the long 
walk, arriving before 8 am is a wise plan. 
This way you can take advantage of the 
resort's swanky coffee shop. 

Lake Louise is not too bad. It has four 
lots spread across the base and on most 
days you can find a spot within a short 
hike. Like Sunshine, arriving earlier gets 
you much closer to the lodge. Of course, 
you can avoid all these hassles by taking 
a bus or hotel shuttle which will drop you 
at the door every time. w 


Improper Noun 


‘DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 
Py hough self-effacement is 
always a security blanket, 

& Marshall Watson seems to use 
it more to distract himself from a 
crushing workload than to protect a 
fragile ego. Watson, rakishly erect in 
a coffee shop lounge chair, has had a 
busy year: 
halfway 
through a 
Master's 
degree (a red- 
penned essay 
sits below his 
mug of tea, 
Watson using 
every spare 
moment he can), 
he’s also found 
the time to work 
in two bands (My 
Robot Unicorn and 
Spreepark), pena 
play based on the 
latter, help organize 
and perform in 
Exposure festival 
and, just recently, 
put out the second 
issue of Here & 

Noun, the literary journal he found- 
ed with two former classmates, Dave 
Hollingshead and Buffy Goodman. 

Is a schedule worthy of a break- 
down, but Watson remains lithe and 
upbeat, in no small part due to the 
fact he appears to approach every- 
thing, his burgeoning journal includ- 
ed, with a bouyant excitment that 
has no room for self-seriousness. 

“[Here and Noun] started the way 
most of the thing in my life start: as a 
pretentious pipe dream,” he explains 
with arms and face in full animation. 
“Partly it was a self-indulgent way 
for us to get some cred—get pub- 
lished, make some money to make a 
bigger version—partly to rip off 
MeSweeney’s and partly to just help 
our friends, who we knew were 
doing good work but who didn’t nec- 
essarily have the time or energy to 
Send their stuff all over.” 

Pipe dream quickly turned to 
Paper reality, quite literally for the 
trio: Watson, Hollingshead and 
Goodman put together each of the 
150 issues in the first run by hand, 
from screening to printing, not to 
mention writing a few stories of their 
Own, as well. Their work ethic paid 
off, though: the lot of them sold out 
Within a few months, and word 


quickly spread. For the second issue, 


Edmonton literary journal keeps 
its DIY spirit for its second issue 


SATDEC 20(8 PM) 
HERE & NOUN ISSUE 2 
RELEASE PARTY 


FEATURING FIELD + STREAM, BELGIUM, 
READINGS BY VARIOUS AUTHORS 
HYDEAWAY (10209 - 100 AVE}, $10 


JOURNAL 


they got more than 
triple the submis- 
sions from authors 
all over North 
America, a deluge 
that took them 
more than a year 
to sort out and 
put together for 
issue two, 

“I'm com- 
pletely amazed 
by the interest 
in this,” says 

Watson. "Part 
of it was just 
that we didn't 
want to 
expect too 
much, be too 
vain. But 
people love it: I've 
actually started selling them out of 
my backpack, because people are 
hounding me about it.” 


AND THOUGH they promised in the 


first issue that subsequent publish- 
ings would be erratic and entirely at 
the mercy of their whims, the 
Tesponse clearly has Watson and his 
partners encouraged, However, as 
they grow up and out, Watson 
explains that they hope to stick with 
the loose DIY spirit that has served 
them well thus far. 

“We're not actually trying to 
guide the content in any direction,” 
Says Watson when asked about 
Here & Noun’s intellectual founda- 
tions. “Reading it, | think you defi- 
nitely get the sense it's a youthful 
publication. The first one was 
maybe a bit angsty and pretentious, 
and this one's youthfully fun and 
maybe exuberant even. 


“It's kind of getting away from the . 


canon,” he continues, a fact evi- 
denced as much in the writing as in 
the way it mixes media, including 
illustrations, comics and even a CD 
with the stories, “It’s not reactionary 
in any sense, but we're definitely 
drawn to something that has a bit 
more energy, is a bit more experi- 
mental. Youthful isn’t a perfect word, 
but ... yeah, I'll just say youthful.” w 
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Melo-ing out 


Walterdale takes an entertaining trip 
back to its melodramatic roots 


XANTHE COUTURE / xanthe@vueweekly.com 
aving homage to one of the 
Pirreescrening community 
theatres in Canada is the 

light-hearted and entertaining Wal 
terdale Playhouse production of 
Black Hearts in the Green Room 

As the characters on stage 
attempt to follow the grandiose and 
confused orders of drama queen 
director lvana (Jeanie Timms), the 
rehearsals for their latest play, Dark 
Deeds at the Red Ranch, are con- 
Stantly interrupted by strange super- 
natural happenings 

Fittingly, Black Hearts is packed 
with larger-than-life characters 
whose’exploits twist their way 
through the entire production. The 
simmering romance between the 
lead actors, the flighty Helen (Lind 
sey Lubkey) and the dashing Good 
win Grant (Richard LaRose) is 
constantly sabotaged while a chair 
on the set seems strangely weighted 
down as it is moved upstage and 
downstage and back again by over- 
wrought stage hand Cassie, who is 
literally plastered with sticky notes 

When ne‘er-do-well Barnaby 
Badlington (Darrell Portz) arrives on 
the scene with his timid henchman, 
Harold Henchley (Tyler Goerz), and 
tells the community theatre actors he 
plans to convert the Walterdale into a 


CONTINUING 
EDUCATION 


CENTRE FOR THE ARTS 
AND COMIMUNICATIONS 


* New Media * Art 
* Photography * Music 
‘ * Professional Writing * Dance 
m * Theatre Production * Travel 
Ti * Children’s Dance 
~_ Call 780-497-4303 for information. 


ALBERTA COLLEGE 
CONSERVATORY OF MUSIC 


+ Private Music Instruction 
» *Schola Cantorum Choirs 
| *Musicin Early Childhood 
* Musicianship/Music Theory 
* Ensembles 


Call 780-633-3725 for information. 


| UNTILSAT Dec. 
BLACK HEARTS IN THE 


GREEN ROOM 

DIRECTED BY TARAEE LAROSE 
WRITTEN Y SCOTT SHARPLIN 
STARRING JOHN FINNIE, DARRELL PORT 
HATER 


furniture warehouse museum, the 
three ghosts Walt (john Finnie), Luna 
(Rhiannon Perly-Waugh) and Stella 
(Tara Koehler), typically a passive 
group of ghosts who enjoy watching 
the actors in rehearsals, decide to use 
their potential to stop Badlington 
from accomplishing his more sinister 
plan which they have overheard 

Yet ghosts, like normal people, are 
not perfect, and their scheme to 
Spook Badlington and warn the actors 
do not go to plan, Walt has a terrible 
fear of heights, which still plagues 
him in the afterlife, that winds up get- 
ting Stella and Luna exorcised and 
taken away by the Grim Reaper (Brian 
Arnold), who in a community theatre 
production also fittingly doubles as 
the assistant stage manager. 


PLAYWRIGHT SCOTT SHARPLIN had 


hoped to bring the melodrama back 
from the shadows as one had not 
been performed at the Walterdaie in 
10 years, and Black Hearts in the 
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Green Room achieved just that. The 
audience was egged on from the 
very beginning to vocalize their 
opinions of the characters as the 
Pianist Joanna (Jackie Lotery), dab- 
bled the keys in accordance with the 
Sinister, surprising or spooky devel- 
opments on stage. 

There was hissing and booing 
whenever the villainous Barnaby 
Badlington came on stage, there was 
the bellowing of laughter when one 
of the several scenes of physical 
comedy occurred and ooing and 
awing when the love sick stage hand 
Cassie (Katelyn Arthurs) and 
reformed bad guy Harold Henchley 
finally kissed. 

All in all, Black Hearts in the Green 
Room is reminiscent of spending a 
much balmier summer night in the 
intimate setting of a Fringe produc- 
tion with no haughty theatre buffs 
around to beige up the atmosphere 
as the audience heckled to thei: 
hearts’ content. After all, who needs 
an over-priced glass of Pinot at 
intermission and reserved behaviour 
when you can get a gangly fistful of 
liquorice for 50 cents and can heckle 
to your hearts content? w 
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Debt becomes her 


HOPSCOTCH 
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Margaret Atwood is nothing if not an 
irreverent polemicist. In the final days of 
a federal election so abysmally superflu- 
ous, inconsequential and Jacking in 
dynamic options that fewer Canadians 
bothered to vote than during any previ- 
ous election in history, Atwood 
announced her advocacy for the Bloc 
Québécois, a party that, should we need 
reminding, besides not actually appear- 
ing on the ballots of the vast majority of 
the country’s ridings, including Atwood's, 
is fundamentally committed to removing 
the entire province of Quebec from 
Canada. The point? At least they gave a 
shit about the arts. 

To be sure, as complimented by her 
intelligence, curiosity and wit, Atwood’s 
irreverence is something to be grateful 
for. Her sounding off on whatever is a 
welcome element in our national dis- 
course, her particular irreverence speak- 
ing to a healthy skepticism not only on 
the author's part but also on that of her 
readers, who are encouraged to consider 
the merits of each of Atwood's arguments 
and arrive at their own conclusion. This is 
especially the case with the eerily well- 
timed Payback: Debt and the Shadow 
Side of Wealth (House of Anansi, 
$18.95), Atwood's contribution to the CBC 
Massey Lecture Series. It is a relatively 
slim volume, jam-packed with facts, pro- 
posals and surprising, insightful connec- 
tions between extant myths and notions 
on its central topic. But if its final chapter 
feels a bit slight after all the hearty build- 
up, | think it's mainly because the ball has 
finally been tossed in our court. It’s diffi- 
cult to look at a ball just sitting there, 
inert and waiting to be picked up. 

Payback goes way back. In searching 
for the origins of debt, of balances and 
exchanges, Atwood ultimately suggests 
that it may be primal, citing experiments 
on monkeys that reveal innate tendencies 
resembling credit and trade negotiations. 
With an inevitable emphasis on literary 
sources however—Atwood is above all a 
novelist and poet, and she's ever mindful 
of the practical uses of literature—she 
gets the best mileage out of the Devil and 
the myriad Fausts who've accepted his 
always popular buy-now, pay-later 
schemes over the years. Mephistopheles 
has a knack for bookkeeping, it would 
seem, and a dependence on the sort of 
binding legalities that’s mystified every- 
one from illiterate farmers suffering a bad 
yield to gambling addicts on the lam to 
ordinary homebuyers from time immemo- 
rial. Debt requires an account, which is to 
say a narrative, and the accumulation of 
debt, Atwood posits, is so precariously 
seductive because it helps give our lives 
a story. Debt is drama. We are what we 
owe, and our stories are sometimes 
defined by the settling and unsettling of 
accounts. The great body of 19th century 
Western literature, as Atwood smartly 
observes, was always very much con- 
cerned with money and class, and in a 
memorable survey of some of its most 
famous protagonists Atwood declares 
that Emma Bovary in the end wasn’t pun- 
ished for sex but “shopaholicism.” 


IT'S IMPORTANT TO NOTE that exploring 
the idea of debt in stories, ones often 
featuring transactions involving spiritual, 
supernatural or in any case non-monetary - 
properties, that money itself is never the 
real issue. Currency, as the “current” part 
of that word implies, is fluid and merely 
representational. Considerations of what 
items we place fundamental value on are 
thus duly approached, especially in the 
final, most problematic chapter, which 
finds a modern-day Ebenezer Scrooge 
realizing how closely his fortunes, both 
literal and figurative, are dependent on 
the dictates of environmental devasta- 
tion. But Atwood’s engagement with the 
more shaded characteristics of debt col- 
lectors and their clients reaches its most 
satisfying depths in her analysis of 
Shakespeare's The Merchant of Venice, 
which takes into account religious and 
ethnic differences—Antonio, she points 
out, didn't charge interest on his loans 
not because he was a good guy but 
because as interest was actually out- 
lawed at the time for Christians—and 
views Antonio and Shylock as uncomfort- 
ably codependent in the development of 
their own stories. Antonio “has projected 
onto Shylock—as his Shadow—the mal- 
ice and the greediness that he himself 
possesses but can’t acknowledge. He's 
made Shylock his whipping boy.” It's a 
major highlight. 

Looming over Payback is the question 
of debt as sin, and who of the two parties 
it requires is the more sinful. I'm not sure 
this is resolved, but the question is most 
interestingly complicated by Atwood's 
discussion of sin eaters, with Christ's 
martyrdom embodying one grandiose 
redemption of the huge Original Sin debt. 
lt takes time, but by the final chapter this 
does all slowly bring us to the fraught 
idea of forgiving debts, of social justice 
and of one of the most troubling conun- 
drums of the globalized economy. Atwood 
wastes few words on the issue, directing 
our attention to the “shadow side” of the 
International Monetary Fund and the 
World Bank, whose money-lending prac- 
tices have fostered such abominable 
overspending by irresponsible leaders, 
leaving their desperate citizens with a bill 
they have no hope of being able to pay 
off. In the end Atwood actually says very 
little about the big issues we expect, 
mostly because the conclusions to be 
drawn from her study are so self-evident. 

But many readers will still feel let 
down by Atwood’s parting tale, that 
new, corporate Scrooge taken on a mag- 
ical mystery tour by the Spirits of Earth 
Day Past, Present and Future. Seriously, 
Earth Day. The frustrating part of this lit- 
tle revamp on Dickens isn't that Atwood 
goes all hippy-dippy on us—her sense 
of humour remains firmly intact when 
dryly describing Scrooge’s coveting of 
hemp suits—but that her only prescrip- 
tion for resolving our economic-ecologi- 
cal crisis lies in dreams of sweeping, 
rather idealistic social change. The cyni- 
cism can be read quite easily between 
the lines, and our hopes of leveling our 
massive collective debts are left in dan- 
ger of feeling all the more in vain. | 
guess it depends on how you read the 
last lines, as challenge or resignation: 
“How do | even begin to pay back what | 
owe? Where should | start?” w 
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p art auction fundraisers doing more harm than good? 


HAMILTON / hamilton@vueweekly.com 
‘ow that the bulk of the art auc- 
tion season has passed, I can 
safely criticize this annual 

raising tradition that nearly every 

arts organization in Edmonton 
cipates in. This is not an indictment 
artist-run centres and not-for- 

is that rely on the art auction as a 

or annual fundraiser. For many of 

groups that operate auctions, they 
great success, helping to support 
tions and raise the profile of the 
ization within the community. 
art auctions are also a tremendous 

» on resources in the art communi- 

are intended to serve the com- 

ity, usually under the auspices of 
ping out the arts.” But do they serve 
community well? And how could 
serve the community better? 

indicting the attitude that the 
uction is to be treated with the 

bargain-hunting fervour of a 

‘ing Day sale. Patrons are not 

s attending or purchasing with 

interest of the art or organization 

mind. “There's a general percep- 
from the public that going to an 
tion automatically there is a bar- 
to be had,” says Vince Gasparri, 
Bcutive director of Harcourt House. 
d | think that this may be true. But 
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= |ART AUCTIONS 


for artists and art organizations they 
are a major fundraiser and we have to 
remember that the intention is to 
raise funds and not simply provide 
bargain-basement costs.” 

While many go because it’s a great 
access point into the art community, 
the notion that you can go for “cheap 
art” and not engage further in the 
community doesn’t sit well with 
many. “It sets a strange precedent 
where people are buying their work 
through auctions,” explains artist 
Julian Forrest. “You get into a kind of 
culture.” 

Galleries are strained to fairly com- 
pensate the artist for their donation, 
while trying to cater to an audience 
that is expecting a “deal” on art. They 
Start opening bids on auction items 
very low to encourage bidding 
Artists, in tum, see their works go for 
significantly below market value 
However, because this formula is so 
successful, it has become overused, 
and within such a small, close-knit art 
community, the result is that many of 
the same artists are asked again and 
again to donate their work to these 


(very good) causes. As an artist, if 
you rely on your work for your 
income, the tax receipt you get in 
return does very little to benefit you 
Thus, some artists feel that the auc- 
tion devalues their work, so when 
asked for a donation they either 
refuse or they are inclined to give b- 
level work because they believe it will 
go for under market value. Which it 
frequently (but not always) does. 


SO AT THE HEART of the issue is that the 


cyclical nature of this behaviour is 
fatiguing, and the auction, constrained 
by this, is showing its age. | think if this 
cycle continues, we will truly exhaust a 
very lucrative income source for the 
visual arts. We must revisit this 
fundraising strategy in order to ensure 
that the auction is not only serving the 
galleries, but the community itself. 
Patrons must be encouraged to 
engage with art in a more meaningful 
way. “When I'm producing an event 
that’s intended as a fundraiser, | want 
people to know that they're indeed 
getting a bargain but they're going to 
have to anticipate that they're going 
to have to spend a little more money, 
says Gasparri. It also means that 
these organizations have to capture 
more of their patron's personal infor 


Acoustic guitars from $149 
Electric guitars from $149 
Accessories from $2 


had your 
Christmas 


Drum kits from $375 
Djembes from $75 


mation, so they 
can stay informed 
about program- 
ming and events 
throughout the 
year 

Galleries and 
not-for-profits 
have to diversify 
the types of auc 
tion items going 
up on the block, 
and diverse 
budgets must be 
accounted for to 
nurture support 
from diverse 
audiences. it also 
shows a commit- 
ment to exposing 
artists to different 
audiences and 
engaging the interested public in a 
creative and meaningful way. 

And, if nothing else, within each 
organization, there are key members of 
the community who continue to show 
their support for the auctions and the 
organization. These donors serve as 
leaders, examples of how engaging 
with the auction and organization posi 
tively benefits the community as a 
whole. These donors can and should be 


hamessed as ambassadors and liaisons 
to the community at large and should 
be fostered at many levels to encourage 
diverse audience engagement. v 


For the record: Harcourt House's Going 


Once, Going Twice raised just under 
$22 000; iatitude 53's The Fine Art of 
Schmoozy mised $16 000 with the Fine 
Art of Schmoozy; SNAP’s A.Christmas 


Print Affair raised $6506 
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ARTS WEEKLY 


GALLERIES/MUSEUMS 


ALBERTA CRAFT COUNCIL 10186-106 St, 
780.488.6511 ¢ Lower Gallery: UP THE 
CREEK: Ceramics oh Brian McArthur, glass- 
works by Darren J Petersen © Until Dec 20 
ALBERTA OIL PAINTER'S STUDIO 7711- 
85 St, 780.465.6172 © Open: Mon-Fri Sam- 
5pm; Sat 10am-4pm * New artworks by 
Susan Abma, Susan Box, Pat Eizinga, 
Margaret Klappstien, Shairi Honey, Tracy 
Mardon, Cindy Ravell, Michelle Ross 


ALLEN GRAY CONTINUING CARE 
CENTRE 5005-28 Ave, 780.756.5009 © 
BACKYARDS AND OTHER 
NEIGHBOURHOOD TALES: Artworks by 
Gillian Willans and Allen Gray residents 


ART BEAT GALLERY 26 St. Anne Street, 
St. Albert, 780.459.3679, www.artbeat.ab.ca 
© Featuring artworks by Tinyan 


ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA Enterprise 
Square, 100, 10230 Jasper Ave, 
780.422.6223 © Open Mon-Fri 10:30am- 
5pm; Thu 10:30am-8pm at free); Sat- 
Sun 11am-5pm ¢ ARENA: The Art of 
Hockey, until Jan 4 * 30 YEARS YOUNG: 
The Edmonton Oilers 30th Anniversary 
Showcase: Featuring items from moments in 
the team’s history; until Jan 4 © IMAGINING 
SCIENCE Until Feb 1 Art for Lunch: 
Seeing Science: Exploring the Intersections 
of Art and Science with bathers Crowston; 
Dec 18, 12:10-12:50pm; meet in gallery foyer 
© Free (members); $10 (adult)/$7 
(senior/student); $5 (6-12yrs)/free (Syrs and 
under)/$20 (family—2 adults, 4 children) 
CENTRE D'ARTS VISUELS DE LALBERTA 
9103-95 Ave, 780.461.3427 © MINIATURES 
E. Miniatures exhibit by George 
Kubae © Until Dec 20 

DOUGLAS UDELL GALLERY 10332-124 St, 
780.488.4445 © Group show ® Until Dec 20 


FAB GALLERY Room 1-1 Fine Arts Building, 
Y of A, 112 St, 89 Ave, 780.492.2081 


WAVE 2008; until Dec 23, Jan 6-17 © 

Opening reception: Dec 18, 7-10pm 

FRINGE GALLERY 10516 Whyte Ave, base- 
ment of the Paint Spot, 780.432.0240 
ABYSS &L/SS. Paintings by Cynthia Fuhrer; 
until Dec 30 © THUS | REFUTE: Artworks by 
Travis VicEwen and Mandy Espezel; through 


Jan; opening reception: Jan 10, 2-4pm 
GALLERY IS 4930.Ross St, Red Deer, 
403.341.4641 © 3rd Annual Miniatures 
Exhib*. Group show * Until Dec 31 


GALLERY AT MILNER Stanley A. Milner 
Library Main Fl, Sir Winston Churchill 
Square, 780.496.7030 © DANCING THE 
MAN RHYTHM: Paintings by Laurie 
McFsyden anc Catherine Lester; until Dec 


® of 


22 © PAINTED SPIRIT: Paintings by Adam 
Halicki; Jan 2-30 
HARCOURT HOUSE 3rd Fi, 10215-112 St, 
780.426.4180 © Open Mon-Fri 10am-5pm; 
Sat 12-4pm ¢ Main Space: PASSAGE: 
Installation by Elizabeth Beauchamp and 
Lynn Malin; until Dec 20 © 

mai SOFTLY, SOFTLY: IMAGES OF 
FEMININITY: Artworks by Andrea 
Magnuson; until Dec 20 
JEFF ALLEN GALLERY Strathcona Place 
Senior Centre, 10831 University Ave, 
780.433.5807 © CHAISTMAS SHOW AND 
SALE: Artworks by the artists who exhibited 
in 2008; until Dec 22 ¢ HAROLD SKINNER 
AND GROUP: Mixed media tree paintings by 
the St Albert Painters Guild; Jan 6-29; open- 
ing reception: Jan 14, 6:30-830pm 
JOHNSON GALLERY © Southside: 7711- 
85 St, 780.465.6171; Annual Christmas art 
fair, artworks by a variety of artists © 
Northside: 11817-80 St, 780.479.8424; 
Christmas art fair, artworks by various 
artists, new works by Noboru Kubo 


KAMENA 5718 Calgary Tr S, 780.944.9497 
© Mon-Wed, Fri 10am-6pm; Thu 10am-7pm, 
Sat 10am-5pm © Featuring artworks by vari- 
ous artists 

LOFT GALLERY A. J. Ottewell Arts Centre, 
590 Broadmoor Blvd, Sherwood Park, 
780.998-3091 © MY FAVOURITE 
THINGS... AND: MULTITUDINOUS 
MINIATURES: The Art Society of Strathcona 
County © Until Jan 3 


MICHIF CULTURAL AND METIS 
RESOURCE INSTITUTE 9 Mission Ave, St. 
Albert, 780.651.8176 * Open: Mon-Fri 9am- 
va weekends by appt ® Aboriginal 
feterans Display ® Gift Shop © Finger 
weaving and sash display by Celina Loyer 


McMULLEN GALLERY U of A Hospital, 
8440-112 St, 780.407.7152 ¢ Open Mon-Fri 
10am-8pm; Sat-Sun 1-8pm * CROSSING 
THE BOUNDARIES: The \nternational Visua! 
and Performing Arts Society of Canada dis- 
play of artworks ¢ Until Dec 31 


MCPAG (Multicultural Centre Public Art 
Sai) 5411-51 St, Stony Plain, 
780.963.2777 * Open Mon-Sat 10-4pm; Sun 
10-6:30pm ¢ Dan Bagan Drawings and 
paintings © Until Jan 20 


MCMULLEN GALLERY Friends of the 
University Hospitals, U of A Hospital, 8440- 
112 St, 780.407.7152 © Open: Mon-Fri 
10am-8pm; Sat-Sun noon-6pm; 
evenings/weekends subject to volunteer 
availability * International Visual Arts 
Artworks by members of the International 
Visual and Performing Arts Society of 
Canada ® Until Dee 31 


MUSEE HERITAGE MUSEUM 5 St. Anne 
Street, St. Albert, 780.459.1528 ¢ Open Tue- 
Sat 10am-5pm; Sun 1-5pm © THE B/SHOP 
WHO ATE HIS BOOTS: Celebration of the life 
and legacy of Isaac and Sadie Stringer and 
their mission to the Arctic * Until Mar 15 ¢ 
Opening reception: Jan 8, 7pm 


NINA HAGGERTY Stollery Gallery 9704- 


Sunday, December 21 
2-4 pm 


Holiday Cheer! 


111 Ave, 780.474.7611 © Open Mon, Wed, 
Fri 9:30am-2:30pm; Tue, Thu 9:30-4pm, 6:30- 
8:30pm ¢ NO TWO ALIKE: Until Dec 24 ¢ 
Artworks by Meital Siva and Liron 
Steinpress; Jan 5-Feb 1 

PETER ROBERTSON GALLERY Main 
Space, 10183-112 St, 780.452.0286 ¢ Open 
Tue-Sat 11am-5pm © Photographs by 
Brianna Hughes 

PICTURE THIS GALLERY 959 Ordze Rd, 
Sherwood Park, 780.467.3038, 
PictureThisGallery.com * Artworks by Brent 
Heighton, Dean Mcleod, Jonn Einerssen, 
Murray Phillips, Charles H. White, and oth- 
ers © Until Dec 20 


PORTAL ART GALLERY 300, 9414-91 St, 
780.702-.7522 © Artworks by Giselle Denis, 
Cheri Denis, and Rocco Macri ¢ Until Jan 10 


PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 
Perron St, St. Albert, 780.460.4310 ¢ Open 
Tue-Sat (10am-5pm), Thu (10am-8pm) © 
ENCHANTED: Mindy Andrews, lise Anysas- 
Salkauskas, Susan Greenbank, Liv Pedersen, 
Pat Strakowski and Pam Weber * Until Dec 
23 © ArtVentures: Beautiful Buildings: for _ 
chidren 6-12 yrs; Dec 20, 1-4pm; $5 per child 


ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM 12845-102 
Ave, 780.453.9100 » Open daily 9-Spm-e 
ARTE EN LA CHARRERIA- Craftsmanship and 
design distinctive to the Mexican cowboy; 
Until Apr 13 © JOSHUA'S JOURNEY: Joshua 
Loper's first trail ride on the Chisholm Trail; 
Until Jan 4 ¢ ALBERTA COWBOYS IN ART: 
Until Jan 4 © HEIGHTS OF FASHION: History 
of the Elevated Foot; until Mar 8 
Government House: Tours on Sat, Sun, 
holidays, 11am-4:30pm, phone 780.427.2281 


SCOTT GALLERY 10411-124 St, 
780.488.3619 ¢ Open: Tue-Sat (esi) ° 
CELEBRATING THE SEASON: Artworks by 
Brenda Malkinson, Robert Sinclair, Martha 
Cole, David Mitchell, and Maureen Harvey ¢ 
Until Dec 24 


SHANTI HAIR THERAPY 10407-83 Ave ¢ 
NEW SEASONS: Artworks by Igor Woroniuk 
Until Dec 20 

SNAP GALLERY 10309-97 St, 780.423.1492 
# A CHRISTMAS PRINT AFFAIR: Until Dec 20 


SPRUCE GROVE ART GALLERY 420 King 
St, Spruce Grove, 780.962.0664 © Artworks 
by Rhonda Thun 


TELUS WORLD OF SCIENCE 11211-142 
ST, 780.452.9100 © FULL-DOME 
EXPERIENCE: until Jan 18 ¢ THE ART OF 
THE BRICK™: Dpenins Dec 20° The 
Celestial Railroad-a Full-Dome Experience; 
until Jan 18 


UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA MUSEUMS 
GALLERY A TELUS Centre, 87 Ave, 111 St, 
780.492.5834 © BRILLIANT STROKES. 
Chinese Paintings from the Mactaggart Art 
Collection representing the styles in China 
from 15th to 20th centuries ¢ Until Jan 24 


LITERARY 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-76 Ave, 
780.469.8755 Story Slam: every third 


Wed of the month 


CITY ARTS CENTRE 10943-84 Ave, 
780.932.4409 ¢ T.A.L.E.S. Monthly 
Storytelling Circle: Tell stories or come to 
listen; first Thu each month © Until June 
2009, 8pm; $3 (free first time) 

A.LE.S.—THE ALBERTA LEAGUE — 
ENCOURAGING STORYTELLING Rosie's 
Bar and Grill, 10475-80 Ave e TALES: 
EDMONTON STORYTELLING CAFE: open 
mic ¢ First Thu each month, 7-9pm ® Pay- 
What-You-Will (min $6); info at 
780.932.4409 


10 DAYS OF MADNESS...PLAYWRITING 
FESTIVAL 780.718.6583 © Festival includ- 
ing workshops, readings, cabarets, and con- 
tests; Jan 8-17; free ¢ Day 1—Kick-off and 
Workshop with guest playwright, Eugene 
Stickland; Jan 8 ¢ Day 2—-Guest playwright 
play reading; Jan 9 © Day 3—24-Hr play- 
writing competition, seniors play reading 
and tea and APN play reading; Jan 10 ¢ 

pe eee playwriting competition and 
APN play reading; Jan 11 © Day 5-APN 
play reading, announcement of 24-HR top 
winners; Jan 12 ¢ Day 6—Winning Junior & 
Senior High School Play Readings; Jan 13 « 
Day 7—Collective jam session; Jan 14 ¢ Day 
8-Partner playlets readings (multi-genera- 
tional takes on a theme); Jan 15 * Day 
9—Winning 24-Hr contest play readings; Jan 
16 © Day 10—Mini madness family event 
(play readings of grades 4, 5 and 6); Best 5 
minute cabaret (best 5 of all the 24 Hr con- 
testants and prizes); Jan 17 


UPPER CRUST CAFE 10909-86 Ave, 
780.422.8174 © THE POETS’ HAVEN: 
Monday Night reading series presented by 
Stroll of Poets © Every Mon, 7pm © $5 door 


THEATRE 


BLACK HEARTS IN THE GREEN ROOM 
Walterdale Playhouse, 10322-83 Ave © By 
Scott Sharplin © The Walterdale 
Melodrama is back. Walterdale’s lenagdany 
ghosts take centre stage in this thrilling and 
uproarious tale of a hapless community the- 
atre beset by spectres © Until Dec 20, 8pm 
© $12-$16 at TIX on the Square 


CHIMPROV Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 
Ave, 780.433.3399 © Rapid Fire Theatre 
Bee comedy for the sophisticated; 

uns every Sat (11pm) except for the last 
Sat of each month until mid June 2009 
Next Chimprov will be in January 


A CHRISTMAS CAROL Citadel's Maclab 
Theatre, 9828-101A Ave © A retelling of 
Dickens‘ classic, adapted by Tom Wood. 
Part of the Robbins Family Series © Until 
Dec 23 (7:30pm, 1:30pm matinees) © 
Tickets at the Citadel box office 
780.425.1820 

CHRISTMAS CAROL PROJECT Winspear 
Centre, 9720-102 Ave © A Brass Monkey 
Production * The 13th annual Christmas 
Carol Project * Sat, Dec 27, 8-11pm © $27 
(advance)/$32 (door) © Tickets available at 
Winspear Centre 


INDULGE YOUR PASSION FOR BOOKS! 


THE COMING OF THE KINGS Avenue 
Theatre, 9030-118 Ave, 780.477.2773 e, 
107 © Theatre Prospero * Dec 19-21, 
7:30pm; School matinee: Tue-Fri until De, 
19; Dec 20-21, 2pm and 7:30pm ® Ticke,, 
$16 (adult)/$12 (students/senior)/$8 (ch, 
12 and under) at TIX on the Square, doo, 


CRAZY FOR YOU® THE NEW GEARS}. 
WIN® MUSICAL Festival Place, 100 
Festival Way, Sherwood Park, 780.449 33), 
© Music and Lyrics by cede Gershwin, 
and Ira Gershwin, Book by Ken Ludwig 
Presented by The Festival Players © De: i: 
30 © $24 (adult)/$18 (child) at the Festi,,) 
Place box office 


DIE-NASTY Varscona Theatre, 10329-, 
Ave, 780.433.3399, www.die- _ 
fastyimprov.com ® The Canadian Come, 
Award-winning live improvised soap ope, 
set in a turbulent France on the cusp o} \, 
Revolution! Let them eat cake! Heads \ 
roll! Directed Py Dana Andersen and sia, 
ring some of Edmonton's finest and funnicy 
performers © Every Mon (8pm) 


IT'S A WONDERFUL LIFE Varscona 
Theatre, 10329-83 Ave, 780.433.3399, /\. 
Four performances of Teatro la Quindicinay 
live radio version of classic Frank 

ie Stewart film /ts a Wonder 
Life. Stati Wa Haslam and Davina 
Stewart, Jeff Page, Leona Brausen, Kenc 
Connor, Cathy Derkach, Andrew 
MacDonald-Smith, and Ron Pederson » 
Dec 18-20, 7:30pm, Sat Dec 20 mat: 2pm » 
$25/$20 (Teatro subscribers) 


OH SUSANNAI CHRISTMAS SPECIA\ 
Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave, 
780.433.3399 © A salute to the season ani 
the solstice, hosted by enchanting elf 
Susanna Patchouli, and the ever-jolly Eros 
God of Love! Laughs! Music! EG NOG! ‘ 
Sat Dec 20, 11pm ® Tickets at the door 


PEACE, LOVE AND ROCK ‘N‘ ROLL 2 
AND THE BEAT GOES ON Mayfield 
Dinner Theatre, 16615-109 Ave, 
780.483.4051 © Written and compiled by 
Will Marks, a sequel to last year's hit « 
Until Feb 15 © Tickets at Mayfield box 
office, toll-free: 1.877.529.7829 


PIRATES OF THE NORTH 
SASKATCHEWAN 2: HANGMAN’S 
CURSE Jubilations Dinner Theatre, 8852 
170 St, Phase Ill, WEM, 780.484.2424 « 
Until Feb 1; Wed-Sat, 6:30pm; Sun Spm 


THE PLAY ABOUT THE BABY Roxy, 
10708-124 St, 780.453.2440, 
www.attheroxy.com ¢ Image 
Theatre/Theatre Network ® By Edward 
Albee. Directed by el Hughes. Starring 
Coralie Cairns, Douglas Tokaryk, Ava 
Markus, Jon Lachlan Stewart Jan 6-18, 
Tue-Sat 8pm; Sun 2pm © $20 (adult)/$15 
(student/senior); Tue: Two-for $20; Previews 
(Jan 6 and 7): $15; ore me night: $25 « 
Tickets available at TIX on the Square 


THEATRESPORTS Varscona Theatre 
10329-83 Ave, 780.448.0695, www.rapii 
firetheatre.com © Rapid Fire Theatre's 
weekly insane improv show ® Every Fri 
(1 ‘aul e Until July 2009 


Drop by for some last minute holiday shopping and stay for a-visit with 


friends and local authors: 


Shawna Lemay with her recent work of poetry, Calm Things; 


Linda Goyette, editor of The Story That Brought Us Here, joined by 


contributors to the book; 
romance novelist Bronwyn Storm with her work, Ethan's Chase; 
and Molly Anne Warring, best-selling author of Paradise Acres. 


“BOOKS ip ~ 


Join our ABC rewards program for extra savings i 
and benefits! a 


(780) 423-3487 
10702 Jasper Ave. 
www.audreys.ca 
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F “Wis body is doing strange things, 


any of which may cradle some 
Lindefinable kernel of death 
aiting to metastasize. He is attacked 
yy his own sink. His wife is becoming 
istant, dissatisfied and resentful. He 
pires toward some startling innova- 
jon for the stage, yet he’s directing 
jeath of a Salesman at an amateur the- 
re for small town blue-hairs, the 
ncongruently young actors and deluge 
of lighting cues being his meager con- 
sessions to formalist provocation. His 
lead actress and the sultry box office 
ttendant both make advances, yet 
e's too paralyzed and conflicted to 
spond. His daughter's poo is green. 
s mystery ailments mount and rela- 
ionships collapse, Caden Cotard 
Philip Seymour Hoffman) develops an 
acute case of Sisyphus syndrome. 
verything seems to bear down on 
im. So when out of the blue he 
yecomes the unlikely recipient of a 
jacArthur “genius” grant, he does the 
‘only logical thing; he makes a play 
about everything. Or everything as can 
be conveyed through the very peculiar, 
ery funny and very sad experiences of 
den Cotard. He lives in Schenectady, 


bout everything 


coche, New York continues 
an’s playful project 


OPENS FAL DEC 19 


SYNECDOCHE, NEW YORK 
WAITEN  URECTED BY CHARLIE RAUF 
STARRING PHLPSEYMGUR HOFFMAN, SAMAR 
THA MORTON MCHELLEWLLIAMS 

tok tok 


New York, but he’s about to move 
somewhere you won't find on a map 
Synecdoche, New York js not as 
ambitious as Caden’s play. We can say 
this for the simple reason that the 
movie was finished—or, if you'd rather, 
abandoned—whereas the play stays in 
rehearsal for decades. But screenwriter 
Charlie Kaufman’s directorial debut is 
nonetheless mightily impressive, and, at 
the risk of sounding hyperbolic, it’s gen- 
uinely like nothing you've seen. It teems 
with metaphor, is sprawling in scope, 
dense with so many kinds of heartache 
and is playfully, boundlessly alive with 
the absurd. It should be far too much for 
any one movie to hold, but here it is 
nonetheless, running two hours, and 
fronted, all too appropriately, by one of 
the most imminently melancholic and 
corpulent actors working in interesting 
movies. Hoffman does Kaufman, thank- 
fully. I'm not sure anyone else could 


FILM CAPSULES / 28 | 


SLUMDOG MILLIONAIRE / 30 PR: 


AFTER PHILIP K DICK, who never made 


a movie but probably spawned more of 
them than any late-20th century Ameri 

can writer, Charlie Kaufman must sure 

ly be the most influential author of 
neurological disorder-driven story- 
telling in current pop culture. What 
other body of work, from Being John 
Malkovich to Adaptation to Eternal Sun 

shine of the Spotless Mind, has so direct 

ly, imaginatively and often perversely 
addressed the puzzle nature of identi 

ty? Selfhood is ever fluid, restless and 
delightfully insubordinate in Kaufman's 
stories, diasporic in its tendencies, 
spreading out amidst the individual 
bearer’s surroundings until what you 
consider uniquely “you” is either infil- 
trated by another—or many others, if 
you happen to be John Malkovich—or 
appropriated by another, ie: the two 
Kaufmans of Adaptation. Bizarre as it 


may be, Synecdoche, New York is, in 
hindsight at least, the inevitable prod 
uct of the Kaufman project thus far 
While the impossibility of lasting 
connection between people looms 
over the film, everything in it themati 
cally connects to everything else 
Caden’s wife (Catherine Keener), in a 
direct reversal of Caden’s attempt to 
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create something massive, makes 
highly nuanced paintings the size of 
postage stamps, while his daughter 
grows up to be literally art-damaged, 
the confused victim of her parents’ 
reckless expression. Those closest to 
Caden exist in some permanent state 4 
of metaphor-manifest, most notably 
Hazel (Samantha Morton, wonderful), 
who, in one of the film’s most inspired 
conceits, lives in a house that’s perpet- 
ually on fire. Caden’s therapist (Hope 
Davis) writes books that literally speak 
directly to him. And all of this demands 
to be woven into Caden’s play. Count 
less actors are employed. Eventually 
new actors are hired to play the origi- 
nal actors, because the original actors 
become part of the story, even threat- 
ening to take it over. Vast sets are con- 
structed to contain it all. The whole 
thing is finally infinite, Borgesian. It’s 
an attempt to generate authenticity 
through artifice, to address life through 
art until art is all that's left. And per- 
haps this is why the ending’s so 
damned blue. The thrill of art is always 
in the making; the result finally just a 
eulogy for a process. v 


Block 


/ BY DAVID BERRY \ 
“With the release of Synecdoche, New 
York, Charlie Kaufman has officially 
given up one of the most elusive desig- 
nations in the world: the recognizable 
screenwriter.” 


DVDETECTIVE 


JOSEF BRAUN. 
tivdetective@2vueweekly.com 


FLICKS 


The premise, however mimicked over the 
years, still intrigues. The spacecraft 
descends upon Washington DC, the stoic 
alien emerges from within, the gasping 
crowds look on, the rifles, canons and 
tanks are at the ready. Before he can get 
@ word out, before he can offer his enig- 
matic little metallic flower/toilet cleaner 
thingee, the alien's preemptively shot in 
the chest by jittery US military. He's taken 
to hospital, is examined, and recovers 
completely. In appearance and mode of 
®xpression he seems one of us, more or 
played by English actor 

is very emphatical- 
of “your months,” 
id “your Walter Reed Hos- 
eaks to his robot in a lan- 
s like Japanese. He's a 


Sin, oe eee we i ES 


Still shifts with time 


chameleon. His name is Klaatu. He's 
come a long way to give us some sober- 
ing advice. He seems unshakably civil, 
but if his words aren't heeded, he promis- 
es to exact an apocalyptic wrath beyond 
comprehension. 

Though made during those first tender 
years of the Cold War and wielding an 
overt message in response to the prolifer- 
ation of nuclear arms, The Day the 
Earth Stood Still pulsates with age-old 
anxieties. It's a religious impulse, per- 
haps, this desire to be visited by some 
colossal vision, illuminated by some tran- 
scendent Word, chastised and threatened 
with awesome punishment. There's a 
desperate longing for oblivion blended 
deftly into this entertainment. We are 
rendered small by it. But the eagerness to 
repent and defer to a higher authority 
deserves some serious consideration. 

Directed by Robert Wise, written by 
Edmund North, beautifully photographed 
by Leo Tover, mesmerizingly scored with 


double theremin in the mix by Bernard Her- 
rmann, the film is far too superbly crafted 
to be dismissed as period kitsch, even if he 
appearance of Gort, Klaatu’s mostly immo- 
bile giant robot, its featureless visage the 
subject of many creepily inert close-ups, 
locates it firmly within the imaginative lirn- 
its of contemporaneous science fiction 
Following Klaatu’s unmet demands to con- 
fer with ambassadors from every country 
in the world, the story slides from the 
grandiose to the intimate and back again, 
with some of the most memorable scenes 
occurring during Klaatu's escape from cap- 
tivity and quiet immersion in everyday 
American life, his spooky arrival at the 
rooming house bathed in shadow, or his 
final taxi ride with Helen (Patricia Neal), a 


single mom who along with her happy lit- 


tle boy represents our hopes for better- 
ment. The fact that Klaatu mixes in so 
easily is of course the point—the Other 
we fear so is really not so Otherly after all. 
It’s a fable in service of tolerance and mul- 
ticulturalism. 


YET IF WE ALLOW ourselves to play 
devil's advocate, to set to one side the 
supposed moral clarity of Klaatu’s call for 
the cessation of violence, if we look care- 


fully at this offer we can’t refuse, there’s a 
most contradictory nature to it that feels 
ironically akin ta recent US foreign policy 
and the clash of civilizations. | come from 
a distant place where we know better, 
Klaatu declares, and your earthly ways 
don't jive with ours. Frankly, we can't toler- 
ate it anymore. Change, Klaatu instructs 
Be like we are, and make peace. Or we'll 
kill you all. Hegemony rules, and whether 
international or interplanetary, whether 
the subjects of the new empire are in the 
Middle East or the MidWest, the ostensi- 
ble simplicity and benevolence of this pro- 
posal is compromised by the 
condescension and threat behind it. 

So Klaatu is the enlightened alien 
Other, yet is also quintessentially Ameri- 
can, or, if you prefer, human, doing what 
humans are wont to do when granted 
immense power. While this reading may 
very well counter the intentions of Wise, 
North, et al, addressing this aspect of 
The Day the Earth Stood Still isn’t meant 
to belittle it but rather reveal just how 
complex and durable it has proven to be. 
It's a virtue of the best science fiction that 
its value to audiences will shift with time 
and revelation. i 

Fox's new two-disc special edition of 


The Day the Earth Stood Still, presumably 
prompted by the theatrical release of the 
remake, may not offer alternative read- 
ings, but it is loaded with supplements to 
help appreciate the film's gestation and 
legacy. A making-of featurette has amus- 
ing testimony from Neal—who apparent- 
ly couldn't stop laughing during the 
filming—insights into the film’s technical 
innovations, and some terrific weird « 
facts, such as Gort’s later life as a per- 
formance accessory for Bozo the Clown. 
There's also a fun little doc on flying 
saucers that covers the basic territory— 
Kenneth Arnold, Betty and Barney Hill, 
Roswell, et cetera—and equally wel- 
come profiles of North and of Harry 
Bates, the forgotten magazine editor and 
author of the course material. These docs 
are annoyingly cutty, with too many com- 
mentators and not enough content from 
each of them to justify their appearances, 
but they still give you a flavour of the 
conditions of the film's development. * 
There's also a new audio commentary 
from Nick Redman, John Morgan, Steven 
Smith and William Stromberg that, like 
their commentary for Fox's recent release 
of Garden of Evil, focuses exclusively on 
Herrmann’s music. w 
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FILM 
: 


CAPSULES 


OPENING THIS WEEK 


TUYA'S MARRIAGE 

DIRECTED BY QUANAN AN WANE 

WRITTEN BY WANG, WEI LU 

STARRING WAN YU, BATER, SENGE 

FAI, DEC 19-MON, DEC 22 (7 & 9 PM); METRO CINEMA 
KKK 


OMAR MOUALLEM / omar@vueweeldy.com 
Mongolia is not a hotbed for movies, 
obviously, but getting a cinematic glimpse 
into this once-successful empire, now a 
humbled region of China, is a delight. 
Tuya’s Marriage is set on a destitute 
sheep farm at high-altitude. It makes 
great use of the barren region, turning the 
tundra into a photogenic landscape. 

The story is of one amazing woman 
trying to ensure her family’s survival. 
Actress Nan Yu, who usually presents a 
lean physique and a graceful smile, plays 
Tuya—a broad, brawny, back-breaking 
farmer and mother. She's best exempli- 
fied when, after a frantic search through 
a blizzard, Tuya finds her terrified, young 
son Zhaya. She promises him that if a 
pack of wolves were to come near him, 
“Mama would eat them.” Imagine that 
for a second. How insanely comforting, 
and wild, is that? 

Her husband Bater is crippled and, 


GARNEAU 


TUYA’S MARRIAGE 


regretfully, unable to provide. (The non- 
actor, known only as Bater, was or is a 
herdsmen from the same region.) She 
gets a little help from her drunk neigh- 
bour Senge, but mostly she is dragging 
his drunk ass home from the random 
places he passes out in. (This one-named 
non-actor, Senge, is an equestrian discov- 
ered by the director at a horse race.) Tuya 
also has two small children and hundreds 
of sheep to attend to. 

She-stubbornly does everything herself 
until, after an injury, a doctor advises her 
to stop before she’s crippled, too. To her 
chagrin, Bater convinces her to divorce 
him and find someone who could fill his 
fole as patriarch. But Tuya has unrealistic 
expectations of the bachelors who" show 
up in droves; if they want her hand in 
marriage, they have to take Bater’s, too. 

Despite all its cultural unfamiliarity, it’s 
easy to understand Tuya’s desperation 
and laud her pursuit of happiness for 
everyone but herself. No matter how slim 
the relatability, nobody can’t appreciate a 
character of her ilk, and Nan Yu grasps 
the complexity perfectly. If you were to 
gift Tuya a novelty mug, it would be the 
World's Best Mother, Wife, Friend and 
Provider mug. And for Ms Yu, perhaps a 
Best Actress mug, or Oscar. 

Every performance in Tuya’s Marriage is 
stellar, especially considering all but Nan 
Yu are non-actors discovered by Quan An 
Wang, a Chinese director who proves 
great patience in taking a chance on them. 
If it wasn’t out of necessity, it's good direc- 
torial decision. As great as Nan Yu is, find- 
ing more than one person able to 
accurately portray these people—minorities 
of a minority—would be difficult. 

Best of all, Tuya’s Marriage is not just 
a Hallmark Card from the hinterlands. It's 
a hilarious romp, too. The suitors she’s 
offered and the egghead actions of Senge 


VIDEO INSTALLATION JAN 23-MAR 19 
{EXHIBIT AT HARCOURT MAR26-APR25) 


“WITH DAVID HOFFOS: 


$425/ $510 


22-102 STREET, EOMONTON ANY PAN CA 
5K OX4- 780 429 1671 . 


VIDEO KITCHEN - JAN 14-MAR 23 
(YOUR OWN VIDEO SHORT) 
$1,150/ $1,380 


JANUARY 
CLA 

MAKE GREAT GIFTS 
CALL TODAY: 780-429-1671 


FILM 


DIGI-FILM: JAN 24-JUN 27 
{SHOOT SUPER 16 FINISH IN HD) 


are purposely funny and play well inj, 
Tuya’s frustrations. Quan An proves a ;3) 
ent for balancing the two, and never |i, 
iting the scene to just one or the othe, 
The humour and drama, as well as {), 
meditative flow, makes this a strong fy, 
eign contender at this year’s Academ, 
Awards. 


NOW PLAYING 


THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD STILL 
DIRECTED BY SCOTT DERRICKSON 

WRITTEN BY DAVID SCARPA 

STARRING JENNIFER CONNELLY, KEANU REEVES 
* 


JOSEF BRAUN / josef@vueweekly.com 

A famous American once said there's nothing 
to fear but fear itself, but fear itself can pe 
pretty goddamned scary. Apparently whey 
Americans feel fear they instinctively re 
to blowing shit up, no matter how u 
ably stupid such actions may be. In the new 
longer, dumber and duller version of 7h 
Day the Earth Stood Still, poor old K\aaty 
the alien gets pumped with lead befor: 
can even get a word out. His people ha 
studied long to understand our earthly ways, 
but | guess no one ever told them it was dan 
gerous to be in Central Park at night. 

Klaatu arrives in a big misty sphere to 
serve mankind its eviction notice. We've 
abused this planet long enough, it seems 
and interplanetary real estate's at a pre 
mium, so out we go in a plague of metal 
lic locusts that can chomp through 
baseball stadiums without stopping for a 
breather. Unless of course, like Ebeneze 
Scrooge, we can convince our execution: 
er of our capacity for change. 

After Klaatu busts out of his placenta 
suit and absconds, rather implausibly 
from the military facility where he’s being 
prodded, he spends a little time in our 
company. Disguised as Keanu Reeves 10 « 
suit—is this really the most inconspicu 
ous shape he could think to assume?—he 
liaisons with astrophysicist Helen Benson 
(Jennifer Connelly). She gives him a litt to 
some state park where more alic’ 
spheres lay waiting to get their Armage? 
don on. From there it's off to the home 
a Nobel-prize winning biologist (Joh 
Cleese) where Klaatu hears Bach. | 
beautiful, he says with genuine 2 
Somebody take this guy to a record st 
We could speed things along with some 
Procol Harum. 

If the aliens really do come and threat 
en to kill us all, it would certainly not be 


€dmonton 


, the pointless — 

ps around cars and 
een-screening. He 
for kids, granted, 
so relentlessly 
gambit seems 


Jacking all of its fun. Yet 

Derrickson seems uninter- 

ay. His apocalypse is 

vhelming loss flatly 

ace bland, the story 

led. The original film's 

has been traded in for 

and boilerplate design. 

re ae i much, either. The sin- 

e needs to do here is change his 
quite manage it. 


it UTED BY 


AY MARC FADLER, JASON MAURER 
Mi are oe CARL DREAM, 


I DEP JR JENNIFER LOVE HEWITT 


SEF BRAUN / jaset@vueweekdy.com 

ith their natural resources evaporating, 

he winged Nohtins immigrated to Jnamo- 

_ the country long settled by the Lockni, 

nd were initially welcomed warmly. But 

e Nohrins got greedy and took more than 

heir share and things got ugly, ending only 
hen the Nohrin evil schemer Sedessa 
yas banished to some awful place inhabit- 

d by gargoyle-like creatures with diges- 

on problems. All this is relayed in the 

wiftly paced prelude to Delgo and, 

‘ough parallels to real life histories of 
slonialism—ineluding recent misadven- 
lures in the Middle East—are admirably 
sonveyed, the deluge of exposition may 
prove a bit much for the little ones to 

ibsorb. Me, | had more trouble keeping 
ihe goofy names straight. 

The exploration of the perils of empire, 
the inclusion of a character with a gam- 
bling addiction, and the forbidden interra- 

a romance that drives the narrative 

2 Delgo some nice, timely shading, but 

m Not certain if that all these efforts 
nally play out to any great effect. The 

rst third intrigues well enough, but once 
ihe action starts the character develop- 
ment essentially stops, and there's an 
| lot of over-long fights and chases 

that lack excitement. It doesn’t help that 
everal characters ; are drearily flat, while 
Potentially more dynamic characters are 
ither shelved early on or suffer deeply 
ninspired | performances from Fred- 
lie Prinze Jr, Jennifer Love Hewitt or 

Pe who voices the hero's grat- 
iT q) 


Igo, at least in moral 

) say the villain steals 

croft may have died 

We ago, but her sultry 

one final and highly pleasur- 

ae nyt es eee we far 
most eroticized creature on display in 

this is otherwise largely neutered fantasy 
palm. in one scene she slinks about ina 
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language) Fri-Sat 7:20, 10:00, 12:20; 


Sun-Tue 7:20, 1 
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BURN AFTER READING (714A, vio- 
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not recommended 
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TRANSPORTER 
5:30, 8:00, 10:30; Wed 200 
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High 


BOLT (G) Fri-Wed 1:10, ae 


4:45, 7:15, 9:40; 


12:00, 2:30, 4:45, 
Sd Wed 


“15, Sas: sc; Dial 


12:00, 2:30, 4:45, 7:15 


Sp 60, £0) 


aoe 1:00, 


Fri-Tue 1:40, re 6:30, we 


10:15; Wed 1:40, 4:30, 


6:30, 7:30; 


Thu 4:30, 7:10, 9:50 
MADAGASCAR: ESCAPE 2 
AFRICA (G |Fri-Tue 12:30, 2:50, 5:05, 


7:20, 12:30, 2:50, 5:05, 

720 

nore E MODELS content, 
ate 1:50, 


450, 7 7:25, 9: 


}; Sat 4:50, 7:25, 9:50; 


Tue 1:15, 


); Sun-Tue 1:45, 
, 7:15, 9:25; Wed 1:45, 4:40, 7:15 


Wed 1:50, 4:50, 7:25 


METROPOLITAN OPERA: THAIS 
(Classification not available) Sat 10:00 
No passes Tu S30 5a 

ferens Toto “50, 10:30 
MARLEY AND ME 

No passes Th 4.00, So, 10:05 
THE CURIOUS CASE OF 


BENJAMIN BUTTON ae Ls 
ommended for young sa 
language) No passes Thu 4:20, 8.30 8:30 
THE SPIRIT (STC) Thu 6:00, 8:00, 


(PG, violence, coarse lan- 
guage) Thu 4:40, 7:30, 10:15 
DOUBT Thu 3:30, 6:30, 9:00 
CINEPLEX ODEON SOUTH 
1525-09 St, 750.496,0585 
THE TALE OF DESPEREAUX 
No passes Fri-Tue, Thu 12:00, 2: 
4:45, 7:10, 9:30; Wed 12:00, 2:20," 
4:45, 7:10 
SEVEN POUNDS (144, mature 
themes) No passes Fri-Tue, Thu 1:20, 
4310, 7:00, 10:10; Wed 1:20, 4:10, 7:00 
YES MAN (144) No passes Fri-Tue 
12:50, 3:20, 7:15, 10:30; Wed 12:50, 
3:20, 7:15; Thu 12:50, 3:20, 7:15, 
10:20 
TRE DAY THE EARTH STOOD STL 
FS)No passes Fri-Tue 12:00, 12:30, 
10, 300, 640 6:40, 7:30, 9:10, 10:20; Wed 
12:00, 12:30, 3:10, 3:30, 6:40, 7:30; 
Thu 12:30, 3:30, 7:30, 10:30 
RAB NE BANA Di JOD! (HINDI 
W/ES.T,) (PG) Fri-Tue, Thu 12:15, 
4:00, 8:00; Wed 12:15, 4:00 
PUNISHER: WAR ZONE (184. gory 
Violence) 


scenes, brutal 
Fri-Tue 7:10, 9:30; Wed 7:10 


FOUR CHRISTMASES (PG, crude 
content, may offend) 
Fri-Tue 12:1 


240, Bx 5:00, 7:20, 9:50; 
Wed 12:10, 2:40, 5: 20; Thi 
12:10, 2:40, 5:00, 7:15, 9:50 

MILK (14A, coarse language) Fri-Tue 
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may offend) Aes 2:00, 6:30, 10:00; 
Wed 2:00, 6:30 


TRANSPORTER 3 (14) Fri-Tue 1:10, 
aa 7:15, 10:10; Wed 1:10, 4:20, 


BOLT (G) Fri-Wed 1:30, 4:00; Digital 3d 
Fri-Tue, 12:10, 2:30, 4:50, 7:20, 
9:40, Wed 12:10, 2:30, 4:60, 7:20 


TWILIGHT violanes) Fri-Tue 1:15, 
aa 7:30, 10:30; Wed 1:15, 4:40, 
7:30; Thu 1:15, 4:40, 7:20, 10:20 
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Wed 1:45, 4:15, 6:45 


METROPOLITAN OPERA: THAIS 
(Classification not available) Sat 10:00 


BEDTIME STORIES (G) No passes 
Thu 12:00, 2:30, 5:00, 7:30, 10:00 


MARLEY AND ME (PG) No passes 
Thu 1:15, 4:15, 7:40, 10:30 


Se eases Ta 12:15, 4:00, 


THE SPIRIT (STC) Thu 1:30, 4:00, 
70,1050 


VALKYRIE fs. Molence, coarse lan- 
guage) Thu 12:20, 3:10, 6:50, 9:45 
DOUBT (STC) Thu 1:40, 4:15, 6:50, 
9:45 


. CITY CENTRE 9 


YES MAN (14/4) No passes, Dolby 
Stereo 
9:30; 


Frn-Tue 1:10, 3:40, 6:45, 
1:10, 3:40, 6:45; Thu 3:20, 


igital Presentation, Reali 3d a 
1:15, 3:35, 7:00, 9:25; Wed 1:15, 
3:35, 7:00 


MLO ‘No passes Fri- 
MMe! 9:50, Wed 


OF DESPEREAUX 
Bionceing Arie 12:50, 3:10, 


7:15, 9:45, Wed 12:50, 3:10, 7:15; 
DTS Digital Thu 3:30, 7:10, 9:30 
QUANTUM OF SOLACE (i 
OTs Stadium 

9:10; Sat-Tue 12:40, 3:15, 
ee 3:15, 6:35 


ABS, ay Amery el 328 


6:30, 9:15; Wed 12:35, 3:20, 6:30 
FOUR CHRISTMASES crude 


Sec | 
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pice lf oR DTS Digital Thu 3:10, 
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MADAGASCAR: ESCAPE 2 
(G) Fi 4:15, 6:35, 8:50; Sat-Tue 2:00. 
4:16, 6:35, 8:50; Wed 2:00, 4:15, 6:35 
QUANTUM OF SOLACE (144) Fri 
4:25, 6:55, 9:15; Sat-Tus 1:35, 4:25, 
6:55, 9:15; Wed 1:35, 4:25, 6:55 
TWILIGHT (PG, violence) Fri 4:10, 
6:50, 9:25; Sat-Tue 1:30, 4:10, 6:50, 
9:25; Wed 1:30, 4:10, 6:50; Thu 6:30 
BOLT IN DISNEY DIGITAL 3D (G) 
al Presentation Fri 4:40, 7:06, 
9:20; Sat-Tue 2:10, 4:40, 7:00, 9:20; 
Wed 2:10, 4:40, 7:00 


fent, offend) 
Fri 4:30, 7:25, 035, So Sat-Tue 1:25, 
4:80, 7:25, 9:35; Wed 1:25, 4:30, 
6:50; Thu 4:30, 9:15 
TRANSPORTER 3 (140) Fri 4:45, 
7:19; Sat-Tue 1:50, 4:45, 7:15; Wed 
1:50, 4:45, 7:00 
NOTHING LIKE THE HOLIDAYS 
(PG, coarse language) Fri-Tue 9:40 
THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD 
STILL (PG) No passes Fri 4:50, 7:20, 
9:50; Sat-Sun 1:10, 4:50, 7:20, 9:50; 
Mon-Tues 1:10, 4:50, 7:20, 9:50; Wed 
1:10, 4:50, 7:05; Thu 5:00, 7:25, 9:50 
YES MAN (14A) No passes Fri, Thu 
4:35, 7:10, 9:45; Sat-Tue 1:40, 4:35, 
7:10, 9:45; Wed 1:40, 4:35, 7:05 


= 
So 


MARLEY AND ME (PG) 
No passes Thu 4:10, 6:50, 9:35 


ommended for young chiidrean, coarse 
language) No passes Thu 4:50, 
THE SPIRIT (STC) Thu 4:40, 7: 15, 
9:40 

VALKYRIE (PG, Violence,coarse lan- 
guage) Thu 3:50, 6:35, 9:20 
BEDTIME STORIES (6) Digital 
Presentation, No passes Thu 4:25, 
7:00, 9:30 


DUGGAN CINEMA-CAMROSE 


(900148 Ave, Camrose, 780.008.2144 
YES MAN (14) Fri-Tue 7:10, 9:15; 
Sat, Sun, Tue 2:10 
THE TALE OF DESPEREAUX (G) 
Fri-Tue 7:00, 9:00; Sat, Sun, Tue 2:00 
SEVEN POUNDS (14A, mature 
themes) Fri-Tue 6:50 9:10; Sat, Sun, 
Tue 1:50 
THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD 
STILL (PG) Fri-Tus 7:05 9:05; Sal, 
Sun, Tue 2:05 


conten Tue 
720 630, Sat Sun, Tos 220 
GALAXY-SHERWOOD PARK 


YES MAN (14A) No passes Fii, Thu 
Yoo, 720, 1040, Sc Tas 1:10, 430, 
7:20, 10.10; Wed 1:10, 4:30, 7:20 


THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD 


AUSTRALIA ¢ aad jusce 
may offend) Fri 3:30, 8:00; Sat 

12:00, 3:30, 8:00; Wed 2:00, 6:30 
BOLT (G) Fri 4:20, 7:05, 9:30; Sat-Tue 
1:00, 4:20, 7:05, 9:30; Wed 1:00, 
4:20. 7:05 

TWILIGHT (PG, violence) Fri 3:45, 
7:20, 10:20; Sat-Tue 12:40, 3:45, 
7:20, 10:20; Wed 12:40, 3:45, 7:20 
QUANTUM OF SOLACE (144) Fx 
3:50, 7:10, 9:40; Sat-Tue 12:30, 3:50 
7:10, 9:40; Wed 12:30, 3:50, 7:10 


GASCAR: ESCAPE 2 

AFRICA (G) Fri 4:10, 6:40, 9:20; Sat 
Tue 12:50, 4:10, 6:40, 9:20; Wed 
12:50, 4:10, 6:40 
BEDTIME STORIES {G) 
No passes Thu 4:50, 7:40, 10:20 
MARLEY AND ME (PG) 
No passes Thu 4:10, 6:50, 9:20 
THE CURIOUS CASE OF 
BENJAMIN BUTTON (PG, not rec 
ommended for young children, coarse 
language) No passes Thu 3 30, ca 
3 SPIRIT (STC) Thu 3:50, 


VALKYRIE (PG, violence, ‘coarse lar 
Thu 4:20, 7:20, 


SLUMDOG MILLIONAIRE (04 v vio- 
fence) Fri- Tus 6:50, 9: 


GRANDIN THEATRE 


(Grandin Malt. Sir Winston Ctucchil Ave, St. 
Albert. 780-459-9872 

Gioned Christmas Eve at 5 om: Glowed 

Christman Dery. 

BOLT (G} Fri-Tue 12:45, 2:50, 4:55, 


7:10; Wed 12:45, 2:50 
TWILIGHT (PG, violence) Fri-Tue 
12:50, 6:45 9:00; Wed 12:50 
YES MAN (144) No passes Fri-Tue 
1:15, 3:15, 5:15, 7:15, 9:15; Wed 
1:15, 3:15 
THE TALE OF DESPEREAUX (G) 
No passes Fri-Tue 1:00, 3:00 5:00 

8:40; Wed 1:00, 3:00 
QUANTUM OF SOLACE (144) Fri 
Tue 9:10 

2 (G) Fri-Tue 3:05, 

4:50; Wed 3:05 
THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD 
STILL. (PG) Fri-Tua 1:20, 3:20, 5:20, 
7:20, 9:20; Wed 1:20, 3:20 


TOOTR2-022 
FOUR CHRISTMASES (PG, crude 
content, language may offend) 


Dally 1:10, 4:15, 7:10, 9:15 
THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD 
STILL (PG) 


Dally 1:05, 2:25, 7:05, 9:25 
THE TALE OF DESPEREAUX (G) 
Daily 12:55, 3:30, 6:55, 9:10 
YES MAN (1 4A) 
ily 1:00, 3:20, 7:00, 9:20 
METRO CINEMA 
9828-101A Ave, Citactel Theatr. 
TROAZ9212 
TUYA'S MARRIAGE (STi 
Fri-Mon 7:00; Sat-Mon 7: 
EDMONTON TONIGHT 
(Classification not avallabie) Fri 10:30 


TRIAGE: DR JAMES ORBINSKI'S 
HUMANITARIAN DILEMMA (144, 


disturbing content) Sun 2:00 
PARKLAND CINEMA 7 
190. Century Crossing. Senuce Grove, 


Plains Parkdond County 
THE TALE OF DESPEREAUX (G) 
Fri-Tue 6:55, 9:05; Sat-Wed 12:45, 
3:10 
YES MAN (5A) Fri-Tua 6:50, 9:20; 
Sat-Wed 1,00, 3:20 
SEVEN POUNDS (14, mature 


, 9:00 


themes) Fri-Tue 6:45, 9:30; Sat-Wed 
12:50, 3:30 
THE DAY THE EARTH 


STOOD 
STILL (PG) Fri-Tue 7:00, 9:15; Sat- 
Wed 1:10, 3:15 


FOUR CHRISTMASES (PG, crude 
conten, may of Fri-Tue 
7:10, 8:00; 1:05, 3:05 


eee ole) FT 7.05; 
Sat-Wed 1: 
Spam Fira PT 9:10; Sat-Wed 
12:55, 3:00; not in 3-D 
QUANTUM OF SOLACE (144) Fri- 
Tue 9:25 


DEC 18 - DEC 24, 2008 


10337-82 Ave, 790.433.9728 
Closed December 24-25 


THE BOY IN THE STRIPED 
PAJAMAS (PG, mature themes, dis- 
tubing content) Fri-Tue 7:00; Sat-Sun 


Piss GETTING MARRIED (144 


mature theres) Fri- 
Toe B00, Saran 00 i 


SYNECDOCHE, pe YORK (144, 
ee uae, Nudity) Fri- Jue 6:45, 


2:00 
SCOTIABANK THEATRE WEM is 


WEM, 8882-170 St, 780.444.2400 

THE TALE OF DESPEREAUX (G) 
No passes Fri-Tue 17:50, 2:15, 4:40, 
7:15, 9:40, Wed 11:50, 2:15, 4:40, 
7:15; Thu 4:40, 7:15, 9:40 
SEVEN POUNDS (144, mature 
themes) No passes Fri-Tue 12:50, 
3:50, 6:50, 9:50; Wed 12:50, 3:50, 

£50; Thu 3:60, 6:50, 9:50 
YES MAN (14A) 
No passes Fri-Tue 12:10, 2:45, 5:20, 
7:50, 10:20; V\ 2:10, 2:45 ) 


7:50; Thu 5:2 
THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD 
STILL (PG) 

No passes Fri-Tue 2:00, 5:00, 7:45, 
10:30; Wed 2:00, 5:00, 7:45 

THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD 
STILL: THE IMAX EXPERIENCE 
iene bie Tus 1:00, 4:00, 
v: y led 1:00, 4:00, 7:00; Thu 
4 00, 7 00, 9:45 

FOUR CHRISTMASES (PG, crude 
Content, language may offend) Fri-Tue 
1:30, 4:15, 6:40, 9°15; Wed 1:30, | 
4:15, 6:40; Thu 4:15, 6:40, 9:15 
AUSTRALIA (PG, violence, language 
may offend) Fri-Tue 12:00, 4:00, 8:00; 
Wed 2:00, 6:30 

TRANSPORTER 3 (144) Fri-Sun, Tue 
1:10, 4;10, 7:10, 10:00; Mon 1:10, 
4:10, 10:00, Wed 1:10, 710 


bar 


3, Violence) Fri-Tue 
12:40, 3:40, 6:45, 9:45; Wed 12:40, 
3:40, 6:45; Thu 3:40, 6:45, 9:45 
QUANTUM OF SOLACE (14A) Fri 
Tue 1:40, 4:30, 7:30, 10:10; Wed 
1:40, 4:30, 7:30; Thu 4:30, 7:40, 
10:30 
MADAGASCAR: ESCAPE 2 
AFRICA (G) 
Fri-Tue 12:30, 3:30, 6:80, 9:00; Wed 
12:30, 3:30, 6:30 
ROLE MODELS (144, cnixie content, = 
coarse language) Fi - Tue 1:20, es <u 
20, 10:20; Wed 1:20, 4:20, 7 
METROPOLITAN OPERA: THAS 
(Classification not available) Sat 10:00 
BEDTIME STORIES (G) 
No passes Thu 4:50, 7:30, 10:10 
MARLEY AND ME (PG) No passes 
Thu 3:30, 6:30, 9:30 
THE CURIOUS CASE OF 
BENJAMIN BUTTON (PG, not rec- 
ommended for young children, coarse | 
language) No passes Thu 4:00, 8:00 
THE SPIRIT (STC) Thu 4:25, 7:20, 
10:20 
VALKYRIE (PG, violence, coarse lan- 


— Thu 4:10, 7:10, 10:00 


6:45, ¢ 
30, ‘thu 7:05, 9: 
FOUR CHRISTMASES (PG, crude 
content, language may offend) 
Dolay Stereo ital Fri 7:20, 9:45; 
Sat-Tue 12:55, 3:10, 7:20, 9:45; Wed 
12:55, 3:10 
QUANTUM OF SOLACE (144) DTS 
Fri 7:00, 9:30; Sat-Tue 1:05, 
3 7:00, 9:30; Wed 1:05, 3:30 


THE SPIRIT STC) OTS Opt Thu 

7: ze 
TMZ 

THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD 

Seta 1205, 3:25, 7:05, 

9: 

THE TALE OF DESPEREAUX (G) 

Daily 12:55, 3:30, 6:55, 9:10 

YES MAN (14A) Daily 1:00, 3:20, 

7:00, 9:20 
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AUDITIONS 


for the 2009/2010 Birmingham Conservatory for Classical Theatre will be 


held in February 2009 in Vancouver, Calgary, Winnipeg, Toronto and Halifax. 


The 2009/2010 Conservatory begins September 2009 To apply, send: 
and finishes February 2010, photo 
«resumé 
Participants are paid and offered a contract for the ~ letter telling us why you 
2010 season. wish to participate 
Conservatory Auditions 
Young professional actors are sought who have completed Stratford Shakespeare Festival 
an accredited theatre training program and who show strong P.O, Box 520, Stratford, ON 
potential for, and are passionate about, classical theatre. NSAGV2 
Preference is given to those who have worked for two years Application deadline 
January 5, 2009. 


after graduating. 


See F 7 For more information, visit 
We recognize that diversity in our workplace, in our audiences stratfordshakespearefestival.com 
and on our stages fosters a rich and creative environment and 


encourage all qualified applicants to apply. GOD iettce Sonecten 


BEST DIRECTOR BEST SUPPORTING ACTRESS BEST SCREENPLAY 


DAVID HARE 


BEST PICTURE OF THE YEAR j 


STEPHEN DALDRY WATE WINSLET 


-NEW NEW YORK @@ 7h OBSERVER, saxo 


A MASTERPIECE! 


A WORK OF OVERWHELMING SESCUprne | 
THAT WILL BE ONE OF THE MOST 
MOVIE EXPERIENCES OF YOUR | ire 


No expectation can prepare you for The Reader's emotional impact. The acting is superb. 
Kate Winslet gives an Oscar®: caliber performance that is one of the most devastating of her career 
tean think of no praise Ar enough for Director Stephen Daldry 


1 CAN'T WAIT TO SEE IT AGAIN.” 


-~ Los Angeles Times, 


“A SERIOUS CONTENDER FOR 


BEST PICTURE OF THE YEAR’ 


Alternately despairing, distraught and defeated, Kate Winslet allows conflicted 
emotions to play across her face as she struggles with the life and death 
decision of which secrets to reveal and which to hide away” 


Kosa Tiass 
~ USA TODAY. ccc. 


‘A TALE OF EROTICISM, SECRECY AND GUILT 
THATS BOUND TO STIR DISCUSSION’ 
CRITICS’ CHOICE AWARD NOMINATIONS | “ONE OF THE 


BEST PICTURE OF THE YEAR| ‘OFTHE YEAR? 


BEST SUPPORTING ACTRESS~ KATE WINSLET| OF JH iE fount YEAR 


ONE OF THE 
BEST PICTURES 
OF IRE EARL 


KATE RALPH FIENNES 


The Reader 


Unlock the mystery. 
es + NUT AN HRM Cail ence “THE SEAT HA S| AMPESIPONES Dn KS 
MN VEL SOFIA “SBT ACY ARS WINGS BOGE EARS ex 
AY STN SPATE MSL STONY PLAC ON 617, SMO MS 
FE RRRAAD SDL "= UA SRE SIT DAL 
87 SEXUAL CONTENT FA 
Wwerwallencefilrs.com  erwve Thnfasder-Movie.com 


WINSLET 


co MBAGE LATEHIPRISES Pr 


Tae WerwaTein COMPANY 


THE WRESTLER "clsive Engagement 


January 16th 


Witness the resurrection of Mickey Rourke. view the traiter online at veww-atllancefilms.com 


No need for a lifeline 


Slumdog Millionaire entertains, but-it’s nothing you nave seen 


BRYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 

espite the intense hype that 
Dosrcunss Danny Boyle's 

Slumdog Millionaire, it's 
not much more than a typical boy- 
meets-girl flick. There is certainly an 
enticing veneer of the “mysterious 
east” which shrouds the film thanks 
to its setting in the colourful slums 
of Bombay/Mumbai, and the way 
that that setting translates into the 
idea and dialogue of the film—such 
as the ideas about destiny which lay 
claim to a distinctly Indian perspec- 
tive, for example—but there is noth- 
ing that sets this film particularly 
apart from any that have come 
before it. 

It certainly is interesting, however, 
and for the most part eminently 
watchable. The slums of India, which 
look like they have been built upon 
piles of multi-coloured garbage in the 
multiple and thrilling chase scenes, 
nearly have a starring role in the 
movie. The underground is always 
bubbling to the surface in places like 
this, seems to be the message, and 
even good people such as protagonist 
Jamal Malik (Dev Patel) can’t help but 
be pulled down into the mire at times 
if they want to survive. Not only can 
they survive, however, they can have 
a life as interesting and rewarding as 
any other. 


SLUMDOG MILLIONAIRE is really the 
story of Jamal, told through his 
answers to questions on the Indian 
version of Who Wants to be a Mil- 
lionaire? When this “slum dog” con- 
testant inexplicably makes it to the 


FILM CAPSULES 


CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE 


crimson, skin-tight, crushed velvet dress 
and some sort of corset, or at least a 
push-up bra. In another she dons thigh- 
high boots and ass-hugging pants. She 
uses her sexuality to mystify and manipu- 
late those whom she figures can advance 
her plot to provoke a new war between 
the Nohrins and Lockni on false terms. 
Again, | wonder how much a six-year-old 
will respond to such undertones, but for 
parents a little taste of Mrs Robinson 
should help to pass the time 


NOTHING LIKE THE HOLIDAYS 
DIRECTED BY ALFREDO DEVILLA 

WRITTEN BY ALISON SWAN, RICK NAJERA 
STARRING FREDDY RODRIGUEZ, ELIZABETH PENA 
tok 


JONATHAN BUSCH / jonathan @vueweekly.com 

There's nothing like a Puerto Rican ver- 
sion of The Family Stone. The aforemen- 
tioned holiday drama, featuring a 
household of twisted issues from termi- 
nal cancer to gay marriage filtered 
through the uber-whiteness of Sarah Jes- 
sica Parker and Diane Keaton, was a hit 
in so far as it was easily diagnosed; one 


OPENS FRI, DEC 19 


SLUMDOG MILLIONAIRE 
DIRECTED BY DANNY BOYLE 

WRITTEN Y SIMON BEAUFOY 
STARRING DEV PATEL FREIDA PTO, 

ANIL KAPOOR, [FAN KHAN 

xk 


DRAMA 


last round of the game, he is arrest- 
ed and the movie follows his inter- 
rogation, wherein he must explain 
to a good cop/dumb cop team how 
he came to know the answers. 
Through each explanation—and by 
the end, you realize that there sure 
were a lot of questions that one 
needed to go through to win on Mil- 
lionaire—the audience gets the story 
of Jamal’s life. 

Jamal’s mother dies and he and 


merely had to blink at the problems to 
solve them. One might say the same for 
Nothing like the Holidays, an underdog 
festive round-up of bickering parents and 
their grown-up children with one appar- 
ent twist—the casting of almost every 


Latin American actor you can shake a - 


stick at, minus America Ferrera. 

Freddy Rodriguez stars as Jesse, a sol- 
dier returning from Iraq, who realizes that 
the war at home might be worse than the 
one he just came from. His mother Anna 
(Elizabeth Pefia) quickly announces plans 
to separate from his father, bodega gro- 
cery store owner Edy (Alfred Molina). His 
brother Mauricio (John Leguizamo) and 
his Jewish, business-minded wife Sarah 
(Debra Messing) front their jet-set 
lifestyle, all the while withholding con- 
tempt for one another over the decision 
to make a baby. Meanwhile, his sister 
Roxanna (Vanessa Ferlito) stresses over 
her modest career in Hollywood, yearning 
for a satisfying change. Last but not least, 
Marissa (Melonie Diaz), the girl Jesse 
once loved but left behind to fight for 
freedom, has a child and a new boyfriend. 

Like Stone, the film focuses on family 
as what makes or breaks the individual 
and collective sanity of the characters, 
moving between the frantic and tender at 
the speed of light. Aside from Jesse's time 


his brother are left to fend jo; 
themselves. They meet Latika 
(Freida Pinto) and Jamal feels they 
are destined to be together, but 
series of unfortunate events lead 
to them being separated. Jama! 
then devotes is life to finding he: 
struggling through a myriad oj 
challenges—including a brother 
betrayal, battles against gangster 
and a crappy job at a call centre 
until, miracle of miracles, they 
end up together. It’s not that the 
events recounted in the film 
aren’t touching—and through the 
film's structure they are explored 
in a visually appealing way—it’s 
just that everything about the film 
seems so telegraphed form th: 
beginning. vw 


in uniform and a family friend’s former 
gang involvement, Nothing like the Ho! 
days barely addresses any hardminded 
contemporary issues and should feel sim 
ple-minded. But it’s the Latino element 
that begs the question, suggesting that 
each issue is informed by a unique cultural 
perspective. Despite its politically correct 
title, the celebration of the birth of Christ 
plays a significant role, from Anna’s rel'- 
gious piety to the entire neighborhood 
skipping down the street to “O Come All 
Ye Faithful.” Both Stone and the god-awtu! 
Love, Actually refused to tap into that 
uncomfortable Jesus vibe that deters audi- 
ences bent on the togetherness and stufl- 
ing oneself part of the holidays. One cant 
help but leave the theatre unsettled, that 
declares the warm fuzziness of the seaso" 
a difficult sentiment to enjoy. 

Strong performances also help Noth- 
ing like the Holidays through the storm. 
gathering a slew of indie-familiar faces 
like Rodriguez, Jay Hernandez and the 
smouldering Ferlito (each of which 
appeared in last year’s Grindhouse). Pena 
and Molina, once smooth young sta!s 
themselves in oddball hits like Lone Star 
and The Perez Family, suggest that the 
Screen Actor's Guild has plenty of forgot- 
ten veterans waiting for roles as good aS 
these ones. w 


FILM 


ee years of life, so 
5 learned, from the funda- 
of walking and talking 
more complex maneouvres of 


the Operators’ short three 
, the band went from farting 

und with a four-track and learn- 
‘ing new iments to playing gigs 
with American ska-reggae veteran 
King Django. And then, almost three 
years to the day after the five 
skanksters joined forces, the party 
just stopped. The Halloween scare of 
2004 turned into a long-term hiatus, 
with each of the Operators going on 
(o pursue other musical paths. 

Could the two gigs planned for 
this weekend (December 19 and 20) 
mean a new beginning for Eric 
Budd, Mike Garth, Bradley Nattrass, 
Chris Bateman and Ian Witham? 
Well, they aren’t exactly saying. 
Budd would only allow these words 
on the subject: 

‘One of the nice things about 
these shows coming up is that by 
practicing and rehearsing for these 
shows, it’s kind of rekindled that 
feeling of why we did it in the first 
place and why we're doing it again,” 
he says. “You're not going to get rich 
off this shit, and if you think you are, 
you're delusional. It’s underground 
music, it’s people’s music.” 


200! 
Budd, Garth, Nattrass and Konrad 
Andrelunas (Wednesday Night 


40 Thieves play an 


THE OPERATORS 
FA EC 19 (8) 

WITH WEDNESDAY MIGHT HEROES, LET'S DANG 
THEOLO WES 

WeW CITY S10 


SAT, DEC 20(8 PM) 
WITH SO THIEVES, THE CITY STREETS 
THEARTERY $10 


PREVUE 


Heroes) say goodbye to summer out 
by a lakeside with a four-track, and 
lay down music, Through friends 
Aaron Getz and Jon Dunbar, who 
had shows on CJsR, the resulting 
recording gets airplay. That, coupled 
with sharing hosting duties at the 
old New,City’s Rub-a-Dub Thurs- 
days, has folks convinced that there 
was an actual band behind the 
music. 

“We're, like, ‘Yo, we don’t even 
have a rhythm section yet.’ We had- 
n't even met Chris and Ian at that 
time. It was just kind of, like, ‘Oh, 
this is awesome, when are you guys 
playing a show?’ And we don’t even 
have a band,” Budd explains. “It’s 
kind of like positive peer pressure.” 

The pressure mounts and in 
November, the Operators are born 


2002 

The early year sees the band working 
hard to learn new instruments and 
solidifying its reggae and ska sound 
For its first show in May, the Opera- 
tors share a bill with Chris Murray 
and the Kingpins. In August, the band 


honest tune - 


CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn@vueweekly.com 
0 Thieves didn’t mean to leave 
Gp eamonn without dropping its 
shiny, new CD for local fans first. 
The guys didn’t mean for Toronto to get 
it first, 
it seems, though, that a band of 
Some other thieves made off with the 
address numbers on the front of the 
band house, thwarting the delivery of 
CDs until mere hours before the guys 
Set out east. It all works out, though. 
Not only do 40 Thieves get to release 


SAT, DEC 20 (10 PM) 


40 THIEVES 
WH THE OPERATORS, THE CTY STREETS 


tu 
> 
fe 
THEARTERY, $10 


a. 


the self-titled album in the company 
of friends and good-time bands the 
City Streets and the Operators, but the 
guys also still have something sub- 
stantial to show those folks back East. 

“[Omens], the EP we recorded, it 
took really long, and it was supposed 


heads back out for a 
second 
recording session, 
writing the songs "4 
Ways” and “Saint Joseph." A fall gig 
at the Sugarbow/! starts a street 
party and the band’s “Hawaii 84” 
gets picked up for Stomp Record's 
All Skanadian Club 4 


lakeside 


CONTINUES ON PAGE 38 
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WEDNESDAY NIGHT HEROES 


to be way longer and a couple of the 
songs we recorded for it, we ended up 
re-recording ... I didn’t want to play 
Toronto for the first time and have that 
as a representation of us,” guitarist 
Caleb Neumeier says over the phone 
from a tour stop in the Big Smoke 
“Because the difference in quality of 
where we were two years ago and 
where we are now is night and day.” 
Neumeier is chatty after braving a 
long, snow-drifty drive from Thunder 
Bay to Toronto, but his pleasure at 
being alive is brought on just as much 
by character as it is by a white-knuckle 
drive. He’s just pleased as punch to be 
doing what he loves: playing in a band. 


THE FEELING IS CONTAGIOUS. 1. pervades 


40 Thieves’ infectious punky grooves, 


nvenarque i wer THE 
Wail Hd, Ue 


and if the band had to pin itself to any 
one purpose, it may very well be to get 
people up and shaking it. This fact has 
won the local outfit—made up of 
Neumeier, bassist Lee Klipperstein and 
drummer Grant Callaghan—flattering 
comparisons to Our Mercury. 

“When we first started out, the 
band was very hesitant about being 
compared, because we didn’t want to 
be seen as Soul Asylum to the 
Replacements,” Neumeier says. “But 
we're not. It comes from the same 
place, but it’s different. It’s our take. 

“With Our Mercury, it was the ener- 
gy, it was these three guys putting 
their heart into their songs and music 
And when people say that, I think it’s 
a compliment,” he adds. “Ben 
[Stevenson], from Our Mercury, said, 


MUSIC 


DEC 18—-DEC 24, 2008 


“When you perform, people paid 
money to see you. You owe them a 


performance. That's your job.’” 


The audience, after all, is an integral 
member of any successful band, and as 
obvious as it may sound, it’s refreshing 
to see or hear musicians who really just 
want their fans to have fun. 

“The draw isn’t to pretend that 
we're some musically progressive 
band, but that we deliver with what 
we do. It depends on how you judgey? 
Neumeier says. “I like music as a 
soundtrack, but what really has 
changed my life is music as a mes- 
Sage, and it hides behind a melody. 
You can say very potent things, when 
you're music's catchy, that are 10 
times more effective than trying tey 
pretend you're progressive.” v 


wusweeny 3t 


10551- 32 Avenue { 


{Upstairs!} 


780-432-5052 


THE HOT BUSINESS 
THE WEEKEND KIDS 


Ss oo BEFORE 10 ooPm 


trosthill 


SATURDAY DEC 20 


2" ANNUAL HAYRIDE 


STAND DOWN » THE RED LiMIT 
LOOKING EAST - PIND 


TUESDAY.DECEMBER.23RD 


7TAND D 
THE, SEP. IT 
LAARING JEATT 
Coy he 


BRONTOSCORPIO 
HOSTED BY MISS MANNERED 


Pints AN Nite! 


DOORS 8PM 


WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 31° ¢ NEW YEARS EVE WITH... 


LES TABERNACLES 


LISTINGS FOR YOU 


(USTRESOVUEWERILOOM 
(DEADURE 1S FRRDAY AT 2 PM 


ou 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE The One 4 Fives, 
Slowburn: 8-10pm, donations 


BLUES OM WHYTE Fist Full of Blues 


CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB Open 
stage hosted by Alberta Crude: 6- 
10pm 

DOW CENTENNIAL 
CENTRE-SHELL THEATRE Brett 
Kissel (Christmas concert); 7:30pm, 
$31.50 at TicketMaster 


DRUID Guitar heroes 


DUSTER'S PUB Thursdays open 
stage: hosted by the Mary Thomas 
Band; Spm 


DVB Open mic Thursdays 


ECO CAFE-VILLAGE AT PIGEON 

LAKE Open Mic Nights 1st and 3rd 
Thu every month; 6:30-8:30pm; open: 
mic@deadmansdog.com 


EDDIE SHORTS Open stage 
Thursday hosted by Kicks and Thrill 


EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE Best 
Dance Crew Tour: Spm; all ages; tick- 
ots at Ticketmaster 


EMPIRE BALLROOM Liquid 
Underground and Y Afterhours pres- 
ent Mr. Miami, Robbie Rivera: 
8:30pm; $26.25 at Alaxis Club Wear 
(Kingsway end WEM), Queus Clothing 
Shadified, Socialscript. Reveal Salon, 
and wwwticketmaster.ca 


HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB Heavy 
Metal “Variety” Thursday: Striker (EP 
Tistening party); 6:30pm 

HULBERT'S Robin Hunter and the 
Six Foot Bullies; Bom; $10 (door) 
HYDEAWAY All Ages Art Space 
Layne L'Heureux (CD release party), 
Jessica Jalbert and others; 7:30pm 
JAMMERS PUB Thursday open jam: 
7-1ipm 

J AND A BAR AND GRILL Open 
stage with the Poster Boys 
{pon/rock/blues], 8:30pm-12:20am 
JOHN WALTER MUSEUM 
Candlelight Christmas: The McDades; 
730-8:30pm; tickets at 780.496.2925 
(L8°S PUB Open jam with Ken 
Skoreyko; 9pm 

LIVE WIRE BAR AND GRILL Open 
Stage Thursdays with Gary Thomas 
LUCKY 13 Fred Everything. Joey 
Camacho and Hector Castro; Som 
MURRIETA’S Terry Jorden (piano), 
Mo Lefaver (guitar); 8-10pm 


NORTH GLENORA HALL Jam by 
Wild Rose Oid Time Fiddlers 


O'BYRNE'S Live Band, 9:30pm 


PAWN SHOP Sic Transit 00(Mas 
Party, Sick City, The Hot Business; 
8:30pm 


WILD WEST SALOON Shils Marie 


DJ 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Thursday 
Nights: Electro Education: dub, trip 
hop, lounge, electro with DJ Lazer 
Beam 


BELLY BOB'S LOUNGE Escapack 
Entertainment 

BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Big Rock 
Thursdays: DJs spin on three levels 


BUDDY'S Wet underwear contest 
with Mia Fellow, midnight, DJ 
WestCoastBabyDaddy 


FILTHY McHASTY'S Punk Rock 
Bingo with OJ SWAG. 


FLUID LOUNGE Girls Night out 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Requests with DJ Damian 


GAS PUMP [Ladies Nite: Top 
40/dance with OJ Christian 


GINGUR SKY Urban Substance 
Thursdays 


HALO Thursdays Fo Sho: with Allout 
‘QUs DJ Degree, Junior Brown 

KAS BAR Urban House: with DJ 
Mark Stevens; Spm 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Dish Thursdays: 


funky house/techno with DJ Colin 
Hargreaves, house/breaks with DJ 
Krazy K, hardstyle/techno with DJ 
Dacha, tech trance/electro with DJ 
Savage Garret; no minors; no cover 


WEW CITY SUBURBS Bingo at 
§:30pm followed by Electroshock 
Therapy with Dervish Nazz Nomad 
nd Plan B (electro, retro) 

ON THE ROCKS Salsaholic 
‘Thursdays: Dance lessons at 8pm; 
Salsa DJ to follow 

OVERTIME SOUTH Retro to New: 
classic rock, R&B, urban and dance 
with DJ Mikee; 9pm-2am,; no cover 
PLANET INDIGO-ST. ALBERT Hit It 


Thursdays: brealts, electro house spun 
with Pl residents 


RENDEZVOUS PUB Metal Thurday 
with ong666 


STARLITE ROOM Music 1st and The 
Techno Hippy Crew: Bassnectar, Kush 
Arora, Shamik and guests; 8pm. 


SUEDE LOUNGE Smooth Soulful 
House with DJ Nic-E very Thursday 


TEMPLE Tainted Thursdays: Electro 
Pop, Indie Rock and Roll 


FRI 


LIVE MUSIC 


PAW SHOP Fake Blood: Degree, 
Battery, Roland Pemberton til; Spm, 
tickets at TicketMaster, Foosh 
STAALITE ROOM Sex nas, Capital 
City Burlesque, The Frolics; 9pm 
(door); $10 (door) 

‘SNEAKY PETE'S PUB Allan Loo 
Ropchan and the Blues Busters; 9pm: 
lam 

URBAN LOUNGE Mourning Wood 
WALD WEST SALOON Shila Mariz 


X-WRECKS Mir. Lucky (blues/roots}; 
‘8pm-12; no cover 


YARDBIRD SUITE will be closed for 
its annual Christmas Break until mid- 
January 


Mikes; Spm-2am; no cover 

PLAY NIGHTCLUB The first bar for 
‘the queer community to open ina 
decade with Du's Alex Brawn and 
Eddie Toonftash: dpm (door); $5 
www playnightclub ca 


RED STAR Movin’ on Up Fridays: 


resident DJ Luke Morrison; 14:30pm 


‘SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND AND 
ROLLER SKATING DISCO Top 40 
Request with a mix of Retro and 
Disco; 7-10:30pm: www.sports~ 
world.ca 


PREVUE SA, DED 20 (8:30 PM) / CTY VOX / THE HAVEN SOCIAL O1UB 


ARTERY Kryptic Mindz, Poveli 
Paragon, K Blitz, Konflict, Brothers 
Grim, Elle D'Lux and Stripes (Live Like 
You Were Dying CD release party) 
7pm (door), Bpm (show; $10 (door, 
includes mixtape) 


AXIS CAFE Drowning Ophelia 


BELL AND COURT PUB Slowbum 
8:30pm-12:20am 

BLUE CHAIR CAFE Agnostic 
Mountain Gospel Choir (blues/roots}; 
$15/$12 with dinner 

BLUES OM WHYTE Fist Full of Blues 
BRIXX Tag Your it with: Neal K, Dave 
Stone, Dane Gretzky, Bron; Spm 
{door), $10 (door) 

CARROT Live music Fridays: 
Christmas carolling: all ages; 7:30- 
9:30pm; $5 (door) 

CASINO EDMONTON Catalyst 
(Carribbean) 

CASINO YELLOWHEAD Madison 
Drive (pop/rock) 

COAST TO COAST Open Stage 
very Friday night with host Leona 
Burkey at Spm 


CENTRE-SHELL THEATRE Brett 


Kissel (Christmas concertk 7:30pm 


DUKE OF AGYLL PUB Corey Dee: 
8:30pm 

DV8 TAVERN Live music every Fri; 
Spm; $5 

EDDIE SHORTS Red House (blues); 
9:30pm-Tam 


FRESH START CAFE Live music 
Fridays: Carrie Hryniw with Alex 
Boudreau; 6-Spm; $5 

HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB Christmas 
Party with The Raptors 
HULBEAT'S Christmas with the 
Willis’, 8pm; $8 (door), free for chil- 
droo under 8 years 


IRISH CLUB Jam session; 8pm: no 
cover 

IVORY CLUB Dueling piano show 
with Jesse, Shane, Tiffany and Erik 
and guests 

JEFFREY'S Alfie Zappacosta; $35 
JEKYLL AND HYDE (PUB) Every 
Friday: Headwind (classic pop/rock}; 
‘9pm; no cover 

JOHN WALTER MUSEUM 
Candlelight Christmas: The McDades: 
7:30-3:30pm; Sold out 


MURBRIETA'S Terry Jorden (piano): 8- 
10pm, 


WEW CITY Xmas with Wednesday 
Night Heroes, The Operators, Lets 
Dance, The Old Wives 


NORWOOD LEGION Uptown Folk 
Club open stage; 7pm {sign-upl, 
7:30pm (music starts), $4 {non-mem- 
ber)/free (member) 


ON THE ROCKS Connor's Road 


PALACE CASINO (WEM) Shakin’ 
Not Stirred 


CLASSICAL 


CITY HALL-CITY ROOM Pisno 
Recital; 7-Spm. 
WINSPEAR 


CENTRE-ENMAX 
HALL Christmas Carol Sing-Along: 
Sixteen choirs; in support of the 
Christmas Bureau; free, donation: 
noon 


WINSPEAR CENTRE Handel's 
Messiah: With the Edmonton 
Symphony Orchestra and i Coristi 
Chamber Choir Bemhard Gueller (con- 
ductor), Wendy Nielsen (soprano), 
Sasha Cooke (mezzo-soprano), Colin 
Ainsworth (tenor), Nathaniel Watson 
(baritone); 7:30pm; $20-$79 child, stu- 
dent and senior ticket prices available 
at Winspear box office 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Funky 
Friday: Funky breaks, funky house 
funky tunes with Phife and friends 


BANK ULTRA LOUNGE Connected 
Fridays: 91.7 The Bounce, Nestor 
Delano, Luke Morrison 


BAR-B-BAR 11) James, no cover 
BAR WILD Bar Wild Fridays 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Friday 
Dus spin Wooftop and Main Floor 
Eclectic jams with Navine—indie, soul, 
motown, new wave, electro, 
Underdog: Perverted Fridays: Punk 
and Ska from the ‘60s ‘70s end ‘80s 
with Fathead 


BOOTS Retro Disco: retro dance 


BUDDY'S We made ‘em famous! DJ 
Eddy Toonflash, come early to avoid 
lineup, no cover before 10pm: 


CHROME LOUNGE Platinum VIP 
Fridays 


EMPIRE BALLROOM Rock, hip hop, 
house, mash up; no minors 


ESMERELDA'S Exies Freakin Frenzy 
Fridays: Playing the bast in country 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Top tracks, rock. retro with DU 
Damian 


GAS PUMP Top 40/dance with DJ 
Christian 


HALO Mod Club: indie rock, new. 
wave, Brit pop. and "60s soul with DJ 
Blue Jay, DJ Travy D; no cover before 
10pm; $5 (after 10pm) 


GINGUR Ladies Room: with Bomb 
Squad, 0 OB the Teacher 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Hypnotiq Friday: 
Breakbeat, house, progressive and 
eleetro with Groovy Cuvy, DJ Fuuze 


NEWCASTLE PUB House, dance 
mix with DJ Donovan 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE DJ 
‘Anarehy Adam (Purik} 


OVERTIME BOILER AND TAP- 
ROOM SOUTH Retro to New. classic 
rock, R&B, urban and dance with DJ 


I mean, you could sit at home telling your grandmother the 
same anecdote you've been telling her all week since she 
came to visit you for the holidays, or you could get on down to 
the Haven Social Club for something a little more interesting. 


STOLLI'S Top 40. A&B, house with 
People’s DJ 


STONEHOUSE PUB Top 40 with OJ 
Tysin 


TEMPLE T.G.! Psydays; 9pm; Dec 19: 
Trancecore Christmas w/Chimpa 
Chowie, Opaque, D-railed vs 
Darkwater, Kundalini Rising & Bass 
Jun-Key 

WUNDERBAR Fridays with the Pony 
Girls, DU Avinder and DJ Toma; no. 
cover 


Y AFTERHOURS Foundation Fridays 


SAT 


LIVE MUSIC 


ARTERY The Operators (reunion), 40 
Thieves (CD release), The City 
Streets, pm (door) 


‘AMIS CAFE The Lonely Heart Show, 
FaM 


BELL AND COURT PUB Slowbum: 
8:30pm-12:30am 

BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Hair of 
the Dog: live acoustic music every 
Saturday afternoon; this week The 
Krazy 8s on Dec 20; 4-Gpm; no cover 
BLUES ON WHYTE Ssturday 
Aftemoon Jam hosted by Angela 
Mackenzie; (evening) Fist Full of Blues 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE Jazz/christmas 
Jim Findlay Tho and Terry Momson; 
$15/$10 

BRD The Heard, Mrs. Missle, 
Pre/Post: 9pm (door), $10 (door) 
(CARROT Open mic Saturdays; 7:30- 
10pm; free 

CASINO EDMONTON Catalyst 
(Carribbean) 

CASINO YELLOWHEAD Madison 
Orive (pop/rock) 

COAST TO COAST Fatty Jones with 
RCA Retards; 10pm (show); $5, ladies 
free 


DUKE OF AGYLL PUB Corey Des: 
8:30pm 


DVS TAVERM Live music every Sat 
Spm; $5 

EARLY STAGE SALOON-STONY 
PLAIM Saturday Live Music 

EDDIE SHORTS Jamie Vincent, 
guests {original alternative) 

FILTHY MeMASTY'S Open stage 
Saturdays hosted by Tha Love Shave 
and guests; 1pm (door), 2-6pm (show) 
HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB City Vox 
(pop/rock); 8:30pm; tickets at 
780.755.6010 

HELLTOP PUB The McGowan Femily 
Band: 3 Sets of Music; no minors; 


MUSIC WEEKLY 


‘Spm no cover 


WULBERTS The Juice: 8pm: $) 
(door) 

HYDEAWAY Ginger Limbs pre. 
Here and Noun Kickoff Party fe; 
Field and Stream, Belgium 
IVORY CLUB Dueling piano «) 
with Jesse, Shane, Tiffany and ¢ 
‘and guests 

SAMMERS PUB Saturday ope 
3-7:30pm:; country/tock band Spr: 
2am. 

SEFPREY'S Alfie Zappacosta: ¢ 


JEKYLL AND HYDE PUB He>0; 
{classic pop/rock); 9pm; no cove 
JOHN WALTER MUSEUM 
Candlelight Christmas: The Mc( 
7:30-3:30pm; Sold out; 2pm ma 
LB‘S PUB Molsons Saturday 
stage every Saturday aftemoc 
ed by Gord Macdonald: 4:20-9 


MURRIETA'S Terry Jorden {pi 
10pm 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE | 
XMas Party 
O'BYRNES Live Band Saturn, > 
‘Tpa; DJ $30pe 

ON THE ROCKS Connor's Ro 


PALACE CASINO (WEM) St):) 
Not Stirred 


PAW SHOP 2nd Annual H 
Hayride: Stand Down, The 
Looking East; PIN; 830pm; fre 
10 


SNEAKY PETE'S PUB Allan 
Ropehan and the Blues Buster: 
fam 


STARLITE ROOM Local Show 
Paractiute Penguin, The Violet | 
The Skylife, 9pm (door), $10 | 


URBAN LOUNGE Mourning 
WILD WEST SALOON sti 


CLASSICAL 


CITY HALL-CITY ROOM Chrisir 
Caroling; 3:00pm-4:30pm 


WINSPEAR CENTRE Hance! 
Messiah: With the Edmonton 
Symphony Orchestra and i Cor 
Chamber Choir Bernhard Gue} 
ductor), Wendy Nielsen (sopra 
Sasha Cooke (mezzo-soprano) 
Ainsworth {tenor}; Nathanie! W: 
{baritone); 7:30pm; $20-$79 chil 
dent and senior ticket price: 
‘at Winspear bax office 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR 
Saturdays: Top 40 with DJ 
Soundwave 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Satu 
DJs on three levels. Main Floor 
Menace Sessions: alt 
rock/alectra/trash with Miss 
Mannered 


BUDDY'S Undie night for men on! 
frea pool and tourney, DJ 
Arrowchaser 


EMPIRE BALLROOM Rock. hip bor 
house, mash up 

ESMERALDA'S Super Parties: § 
Sat a different theme 

FLUID LOUNGE Saturdays Gor 
Gold Mash-Up; with Harmen B a 
DJ Kwake 

FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Top tracks, rock retro with DJ 
Damian 

GINGUA SKY Soulout Saturdays 
special performance By Jae Maze 
HALO For Those Who Know: hou 
every Sat with DJ Junior Brow. | 
Morrison, Nestor Delano, Ari Rho 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Sizie Saturis) 
1D.) Groovy Cuvy and guests 
NEWCASTLE PUB Saturdays: | 
40, Requests with 0) Sheri 
NEW CITY LIKWAD LOUNGE P. 
Ravk Saturdays with Todd and A= 
NEW CITY SUBURBS Saturdsy 
Suck with Greg Gory and BlueJay 
ete 

lays. 
breaks electro house with PI resic: 
RED STAR Saturdays indie rock. 
hop, and electro with DJ Hot Philly 
‘and guests 
RENDEZVOUS Survival metal 19"! 
SPORTSWORLD ROLLERSKATING 
DISCO Sportsworld Inline and Rolle 
‘Skating Disco: Top 40 Request with ® 
mix of retro and disco; 1-4:30pm and 
7-10:30pm; werwe sports-world.ca 
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music 


SANDOR 


s CD sales fall, more and more bands 
re relying on branded merchandise for 
eyenues. It used to be that Christmas 
was a time for box sets—now, for for- 
ard-thinking merchandise merchants, 
sa time for dolls, keychains, jackets 
 lunchboxes. T-shirts are just the entry 
aoint for bands looking to increase rev- 
enues through the sale of stuff rather 
than music. 
‘And, in time for the last-second shop- 
per, | wanted to bang out a short primer 
‘of some of the more, well, let's call them 
*ynigue” rock items out there. | don't 
‘know if the fact these items are even 
‘being produced is marketing genius or a 
‘sign of just how desperate the industry 
has become. After all, most of the major 
labels now have merchandising wings, 
something they weuldn’t have dreamed 
about a decade ago. 


Well, here's to what's out there. 

A Misfits fiend mask. Yeah, you've got 

a Misfits shirt, maybe even a Misfits 
toque. That fiend skull logo is probably 
the most famous brand in punk history. 
But, for the real Misfits fan—or a future 
bank robber—a full Misfits fiend mask is 
an awesome accessory. About US$19. 
(Rockabilia.com/category php?cat=2481) 

Remember the cover of Sonic Youth's 
Goo? That's where the character in the Ray- 
mond Pettibon comic panel utters the lines, “I 
stole my sister's boyfriend. It was all whirl- 
wind, heat and flash. Within a week we 
killed my parents and hit the road." Well, 
how creepy would it be to have your baby 
wear it? Yup. Goo baby apparel. US$18. But, | 
prefer the Sonic Youth skateboard, US$45 
(Sonicyouth.com/store/index.htm! for both 
items.) 

There's no doubt that the guys in Metal 
lica are the kings of merch. Just one visit to 
their online store and you'll find action fig- 
ures and calendars, but my favourites are 
the Christmas ornament and the stocking. 
Both are done up in black with silver ninja 
stars, a la the cover to Death Magnetic. 


column of Misfits toys 


5 for everyone from punks to puppy dogs 


Ridiculous. The ornament is US $15.99 at 
store.metailica.com/store/store.asp?nPro- 
ductld=600241. Better than the Yukon Cor 
nelius that you might have hanging from 
your tree. 

AC/DC has a “Holiday Gift Department” 
at its online store. The Aussie rockers 
turned my head with a line of clothing for 
dogs. Yup, for the dog-owner who has 
everything, there’s “Devil Doggie Flames 
Hoodie.” It's red, with flames emblazoned 
on the side, to make your dog look like a hot 
rod. And, best of all, homs where the head 
goes. Look to spend just US$6 on this 
(Acde.shop.musictoday.com/Product.aspx?¢ 
p=149_15417&pc=DCCM70) 

Weezer's online store has lunchboxes, with 
artwork of the band done Saturday-moming- 
cartoon style, for the hipster who loves retro 
from his or her childhood. Will rest nicely in 
the basket of a Schwinn bike. Less than US$7 
(Cinderblock.com/bands/product- 
details.aspx?product=7321 &category=41.) 


Steven Sandor is a former editor-in-chief 
of Vue Weekly, now an editor and author 
living in Toronto. 


STOLLIS OM WHYTE Top 40, R&B, 
nowse with People's DJ 

Sg rae wih JN 
every Sotunday 


BLUES ON WHYTE Josh Palmer 


CITY HALL Winter Solstice 
Celebration: Gordon Ritchie (Celtic 
harp) 


EDDIE SHORTS Live music open 
TEMPLE Ch Snap!: Every Saturday, Stage jam: 7pm; no cover 
Cotes Commander and guests: 9" — | DeyaWEY'S IRISH PUB Celtic 
\WUNDERBAA Featured DJ and ‘Music Session, hosted by Keri-Lynne 
‘ocal bands: Zwicker, 47pm 
V AFTERHOURS Relesse Saturday HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB Souljah Fyah 


SUN 


‘Sundays; 8pm; $10 (door/$5 (stu- 
dent\/$5 (restaurant/pub employees 
with pay stub) 

HULBERT'S Sunday Songwriter's 
Stage; 7pm; $3/person minimum 
charge 


NEW CITY Wednesday Night 
Heroes, E-Town Beatdown, Raygun 
Cowboys, The Intensives: all ages 


NEWCASTLE PUB Sunday acoustic 
open stage with Willy James and 
Crawdad: 3-6pm 


MEW CITY Open mic Sunday hosted 
by Ben Disaster Spm (sign-up); no 
cover 


O'BYRNE'S Open mic jam with 
Robb Angus (the Wheat Poo!) 

ON THE ROCKS Shocker Sundays 
with King Muskafa 

OSCAR'S PUB Open stage Sundays 


hosted by Chris Wynters of Captain 
Tractor; 8-11pm. 


BACKSTAGE TAP AND GRILL 
Industry Night: with Atomic mproy, 
Jameoki and 0. Tim 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Sunday 
‘Aftemoons: Phil, 2-7pm: Main Floor 
Got To Give It Up: Funk, Sout. 
Motown, Disco with OJ Red Dswn 
BUDOY'S NIGHTCLUS Latest and 
greatest in House, Progressive and 
Trip-Hop, Rudy Eleetro, 10pm 
2:30am quest Dus inquire at 
kelly@michett.com 

GINGUR Ladies Industry Sundays 


NEW CITY SUBURBS Get Down 
Sundays with Neighbourhood Rats 


OVERTIME DOWNTOWN Sunday 
Industry Night: Requests with DJ Bo 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Sleeman 
Mondays: tive music monthly; no 
cover 


BLUES OM WHYTE Tin Williams 


HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB Jazz Night. 
Tom: $10 (doorl/$5 (student) 


Urban 


lounge 


WED//DEC17) JEFF STUART + TREVOR TCHIR F 


www.urbanlounge.net « 


JET NIGHTCLUB Higti Schioo! JEFFREY'S Sandy Foster (Christmas 
Jingle Jam; 8pm CLASSICAL ee Sundays DU Gallatea classics and j nat 15 
and XS, guests; no cover 
LIVE MUSIC JOHN WALTER MUSEUM MUTTART HALL-ALBERTA MEW CITY UDWID LOUNGE Iii 
Candlelight Christmas: The COLLEGE Andrew Wan (violin) Outfit. Hoctor Fector, Trevor This 
McDades: 7:30-3:30pm: Sold out, Sarah Ho {pianol; 7:30pm, $30 Christmas tundiraiser for the youth 
eC CAE Sid Zpm matings (adult/$20 {studant/senicr) at TX on emergency thelter and the foodbank 
LOOP LOUNGE Jom hosted by, paren PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY 
BLUE PEAR RESTAURANT Joc! Lenny B and the Cats; 4:30pm “til HALL Acoustic instrumental old time 
Gray (jazz tumpat) whenever DJS fiddle jam hasted by the Wild Rose 


* ARTERY 9535 Jasy , 780,758.9856 * ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 7704 C een ries South 


780.432.4611 * ’ 10349 Jasper Ave, 780.990,0031 « BACKROOM JAR 10324A-82 
Ave, ey 780. eeaaie ° BANK ULTRA LOUNGE 10765 eqn Ave, 780.420.9098 * BAR WILD 
10552-82 Ave, 780.432.0814 * BELL AND COURT PUB 200- 10A Main Boulevard, Sherwood Park * 
BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE Continental Inn, 16625 Stony Plain Rd, 780.484 7751 * BLACK DOG FREE- 
HOUSE 10425: oon 780.439.1082 * BLIND BG ok St. Anne sey St. Albert, 780,418.6332 « 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-76 Ave, 780.989.2861 * BLUES O} IN WHYTE 10329-82 Ave, 780.439.3981 * 


BOOTS 10242-106 St. 780.423.5014 * BRIXX BAR To0se- 102 St (downstairs), 780.428.1099 * 
BROOKLYN'S LOU 
124 St, 780. 459-3863 5 


644 82 AVE DOO AT & PM 780-437-7699 
INGE 9216-34 Ave * gg conte ae 780.488.6636 * CAMROSE 10544 82 * 1OORS 
ogi 82 Avo, *7e0 51.135 soe attr 
990.0680 » 


NO MINORS 
7055 Argyll Rd, 780.463.9467 * 
SPIRITUAL LIVING 7621-101 Avo 
LOUNGE 132 


2 Ave * COAST 
INVOCATION Pt A 780 492 3611 DOW CENTENNI 
(TRE Fort Saskatchewan * DRUID 11606 ee Ave, 780.454.9925 * DUKE O1 OF 
AGYLL PUB 7230 Aray!l id, 780.465.7931 « DU! "S PUB 6402-118 Ave, 780.474 5554 « DVB TAY- 
ERN 8307-99 St, www. ty OVETAVERN com * ECO Villago at) a son Lake * EDDIE SHORTS 10713- 
EVENTS CENTHE WEM Phase Ill, 780.489.SHOW « EMI C Lew 2. upper level, WEM 
Way Sherwood Park, 780.449.3378, 780.464.2852 « FIDDLER'S ROOST E906. 95 St * FILTHY > 
INGE 10105-109 St, 780.429. are ° An ph rg arena Conte, 1022, 780, pace . 
Rea Canons Oe eas Gin bd GINGUR SKY 15505-118 Ave, 790.913.4312/780.953,3606 « * HALO 
SOCIAL CLUB 151208, (basen Stony Plain Rd, 780.756-6010 « 
ORIZON STAG iE 100s Calahoo Road, 
ALL AGES ART 


WHERE THEY ARE 


Lora 
Jas CLUB. gre: nents 


t if South # 
ie Pe eS 


9640 142 ‘ 180,45 1.8890 * JEKYLL AND HYDE PU! 

429.5081 (rest) * JOHN L_ THEATRE 10045-155 St * JULIAN'S TARO EON 

1 Ave, 780.433.6768 * LB'S PUB 23 Akins Dr, St_ Albart, 780, 9 eae ae at epee S| a 

2nd Fi, 780. aaa VE es AND marie 1107 Knotwood ine ae * ae anos S 
Alberta Coll 10050 MacDonald Dr * MYER Students’ Union , B00. ae 

780.490.1999 NIKKI DIAMONDS 8130 Gat Shvd. ge . 


f 
R fee OBYRNE'S 1061682 Ave, 780.414.6766 * ON 
Ave in S 1061687 Ave 
JALL 13535-1094 Avo» NORE NEIGHBORHOOD 918 DOWNTOWN 


10304-111 St. 
> OVERDRIVE W043? 0814 » PLANET 
l— SOUTH Wierd Crossing, $2111 4 SHOP Sey 9220-102 St « QUEEN 
S PUB 10108-149 St * RITCHIE 
FTE OT Ave SE 
BASIL'S CULTURAL 
Eve “Suoet, SS it» SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 


780.492 7081, ot 23) & ST. THOMAS 
(26 STREET 12335- 10, 8007 * SPORTSWORLD 13710-104 
PUB T0Ie-127 crs eres (7016 i STOLLY'S 2nd Fl, 1096882 
STEEPS 465. 


Jager Shots 
ALL NIGHT! 
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BLUSHING BRIDES 


Pus THE RUM BROTHERS 


FEATURING 
RAY SAWYER 


THE I FRISH 


DECENDENTS 
= THE LEGENDARY 
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in time 


Ted Outerbridge 
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TICKETS AVAILABLE AT CENTURY CASING 


ALL 


SHOWS DOORS AT 7PM 


Freeway’s freedom 


BACKLASH BLUES 


ROLAND PEMBERTON 
roland@vueweekly.com 


— 
“A 
= 
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Rumours of rap’s death have been greatly 
exaggerated. The market is responding 
accordingly to artists who fail to respond 
to changes in the music world. In Novem- 
ber, Ludacris put out another formulaic 
album through Def Jam in a transparent 
attempt to appeal to every demographic 
(a song for the ladies actually called 
“What Them Girls Like,” songs for the 
street, the club and Right Way hip-hop 
purists) that has so far led to a sales fig- 
ure (about 279 411 copies) that isn’t up to 
his multi-platinum standards. Philadel- 
phia emcee Freeway is taking a different 
route to rebuilding in the new rap market. 

“| give you both scenarios, give you the 
right and wrong,” explains Freeway on 
“Mindstate Takeover.” This is his lyrical 
methodology. He is a street rapper in the 
mould of former Roc-A-Fella labelmates 
Beanie Sigel and Jay-Z, though with less 
sales. His 2003 debut Philadelphia Free- 
way sold 483 645 records in the US as of 


Old Tyme Fiddlers Society; 7pm 


ROSE BOWL/ROUGE LOUNGE The 
Legendary Rose Bowl Monday Jam: 
hosted by Sherry-Lee Wisot/Mike 


Daniel and Fowler (eclectic tunes) 


September 2005 and the 2007 follow-up 
Free At Last performed significantly worse, 
pulling in 100 206 sales as of April 2, 2008. 
His response to the perceived mishandling 
of his second record by Def Jam has been: 
to take matters into his own hands. 

Taking a cue from the president-elect, 
Freeway is appealing to rap fans looking 
for a “change we need” by moving past 
regular distribution methods. He has set 
up a website (thefreewaychange.com) 
where, for this month only, he will release 
a song every day for, uh, free. He's 
referred to this as the Month of Madness. 
Other than new songs from a major label 
recording artist, you're treated to live per- 
formance and radio freestyle YouTube 
videos, older songs from his catalogue, a 
bulletin board for fan comments and occa- 
sionally, homemade videos for the new 
songs! It's surreal and awesome to see 
Free rapping in front of his truck while 
"“Blauh” blares from it and then seeing 
him posted up with four girls at a gas sta- 
tion to promote the website at the end. 


LISTENING TO THE TRACKS, one can’t help 
but see them as a cry for help from a talent- 
ed artist, trapped in the major label 


machine. These songs are pleas to Def Jam, 
Jay-Z and anyone above him to consider hj; 
music a priority again (“Jay-Z, you see wha} 
I'm doin’! If this ain't payin’ dues, then | 
don’t know what is!”). He comments a coy. 
ple times on the president of Def Jam's 
recent suicide, a measure of family business 
on the table with full disclosure to the fans 
He sounds like he’s been left behind. 
Though the mostly unknown produc 

tion lineup (outside of EPMD’s Erick Ser- 
mon and Jake One) leaves a little to be 
desired, Freeway is showing he’s sti) 
undoubtedly a worthy emcee. His buoy 
ant, high-pitched emoting is tied to a 
jumpy, everchanging cadence and he mar 
ries sing-song hooks to aggressive, biting 
couplets. The most important thing abou} 
this unprecedented publicity move is that 
in demonstrating his ability to quickly 
record quality songs and directly connec: 
with a fanbase his label didn’t acknow) 
edge existed, he has an instant communi- 
ty of thousands of people ready to 
support his next move. The old ways are 
getting outmoded by the artists them- 
selves. The fans want the inmates run 
ning the asylum, especially if it means 
they don’t have to wait for the content. v 
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EN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 

t's a question that bands have had 
to deal with pretty much from the 
beginning of time: what do you 
d like? Like it or not, there's often 
genuine need for some sort of short- 
and when it comes to describing a 
oup’s sound to a complete stranger. 
lor Bob Keelaghan, guitarist/vocalist 
ith the Agnostic Mountain Gospel 
oir, there’s a relatively concise 
scription that he likes to fall back on. 
“I'd probably just say fucked-up 
Duntry blues,” Keelaghan chuckles 
ly over the phone. “The thing we've 
ays had since we've taken the band 
riously is the idea of trying to be true 
b tradition, but without copying it, 
tting your own spin on it.” 

And the quartet certainly has put its 
pwn spin on an old and creaking sound 
er the course of three albums and 
any a gig over the past few yeats. It's 
sound born of a wide range of influ- 
mnces, from the river to the mountains 
© the prairies, pulling bits from years 
ng past and nailing them all together 
@ present that sounds remarkably big 
r just four guys hammering away on 
Heir instruments. 

“Once we were resolved to being a 
Dur-piece, | think we were just of the 
mind of trying to get the most out of it 
Hat we could,” Keelaghan explains. 
ou just arrange things right with 
Sur instruments and you sing things 
sht and hopefully it does sound big.” 

The guitarist says that the Choir’s 
#"ewriting process generally begins 
ith either himself or guitarist/ban- 
’St/Vocalist Judd Palmer bringing an 
a in to the group. From there, 
ough, the approach varies. 

‘Judd is usually sort of more 


e AMGC grinds it all up and spits out its own sound 


Aes | Fl C19 (7:30) 
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GOSPEL CHOIR 
BLUECHAIR CAFE $5 


towards the jamming things out side 
of things,” Keelaghan says. “He'll have 
some ideas about what to do sound 
wise, but he’s pretty good with just 
saying, ‘OK, here’s my song. What are 
you gonna do to it?’ Whereas when ! 
bring something in I’ve usually got a 
bit more of a sound in my head and 
I'll try to bring that out by maybe say- 
ing to someone else, ‘Why don’t you 
play this,’ or ‘Why don't you try play- 
ing that?’ 


WHEN ANY GROUP gets into collabora- 


tive territory, so much of the end result 
depends upon the chemistry between 
the various members. For the Choir, 
that chemistry has undergone a 
change on its‘latest album, Ten Thou 
sand, the band’s first with drummer 
Peter Balkwill. The shift was not in an 
entirely unexpected direction, though. 
“He was initially the first drummer 
in the band,” Keelaghan says, explain- 
ing that Balkwill was instrumental in 
putting the band together originally. 
“And then just short of a year in, just as 
the band was starting to get going and 
gel and that, he took a teaching posi- 
tion out of town and then left the band, 
and then when Jay [Woolley] left we 
just sort of asked him to come back. 
“He's got a different style to percus- 
sion,"Keelaghan adds. “It's like any time 
when a band goes through a member- 
ship change, someone plays differently 
so it affects things in subtle ways. It'd be 
like replacing a part on your car— 


depending on what model you use it 
might run better or it might not.’ 

That's a pretty exact analogy, really, 
but Keelaghan goes one better in an 
attempt to describe how things have 
changed since Balkwill’s return to the 
fold. 

“I always think about music in 
terms of communication,” he reasons. 
“It's the same way you'd have a con 
versation with somebody: you have 
these common interests or common 
areas of knowledge that you draw 
from and when it works you have an 
exchange going—one person is 
informing the other, or you both 
walked in on a subject and you're dis 
cussing it, you're exploring it, and 
someone else comes in who knows 
something else that’s related and sud 
denly it takes the conversation in a 
different direction 

“| started to think about that more 
when | started doing more writing,” he 
continues. “When you're writing some 
thing you're conscious of what you're 
communicating, what you're putting 
across, and | don’t think music is any 
different in that respect. The really 
good musicians know what they're 
communicating, they know what 
they're putting across and they know 
how to put it across. A really good 
band speaks well—it's like a really 
good orator or writer, you know what 
the person is saying, it hits home and 
they say it with passion, whereas there 
are those bands that you think are kind 
of innocuous, or just bands that you 
don’t think are really saying anything 
or they're just saying shit you don’t 
care about or they're just restating 
something that you've heard a million 
times before.” v 
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JAMES STEWART / jstewart@vueweokly.com 
he Fire Seeds don’t always do 
things the hard way, honest. 
But take guitarist Ross 
VanEldik’s accident with a utility knife 
that ended with a near severing of his 
index finger and the year-long hiatus 
that followed (We called him Djan- 
go,” chuckles drummer Terrence 
Katerynych, referring to Django Rein- 
hardt, the jazz guitarist who played 
with two partially paralyzed fingers), 
the untimely line-up changes and 
long-delayed recordings, and you've 
got enough reason to wonder just 
where the voodoo doll is, and who's 
holding the pins. 

Gigging as a three-piece for years, 
the Fire Seeds added lead vocalist 
Marc Mercier when their original plan 
of ‘whoever writes it, sings it’ became 
too distracting. As they continued to 
develop their funk-influenced rock 
sound as a foursome, the band was 
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forced into another personnel change. 
Luckily, when original bassist Shane 
Larmand left the band, they didn’t 
have to look far for a replacement. 
“Humbert [Meinderos] was actually 
working as a technician in the studio 
where we were recording,” 
Katerynych explains. “He liked the 
songs, and he had a positive attitude 
and a great knowledge about sound 
and recording. He’s also very profes- 
sional, so that’s nice too.” 


WHILE THE TRACKING of the band’s 


debut self-titled record came about 


THE OPERATORS 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 31 


2003 

The Operators spend the year.raking 
in new fans, both in the city and on 
the West Coast. The Power Version 
EP is recorded with Nik Kozub, and 
like all Western Canadian bands, 
they also start compiling stories 


about touring in winter. February 


reading week and an uninsulated 
cargo van make for a frigid first tour 
to Vancouver and Victoria. 

“| remember specifically being in 
my longjohns and winter gear inside 
my sleeping bag and still freezing. 


There was ice on the inside of the 


van,” Budd says. “And it seemed like 
the most retarded thing to do, to go 


through the mountains to go play a 


couple of shows in Vancouver and 

Victoria. But it worked out. What 

doesn’t kill you makes you stronger.” 
The Operators make the wise move 


relatively quickly, Katerynych adi), 
the entire process of finishing \), 
album ended up taking a year any 

half. : 

“We were just a little ... disory, 
ized,” Katerynych laughs. "Bi; , 
were also trying to pay for the re, 
with money we'd make from gio. 
it took a while.” 

The record features the Fire s 
in the group's original three-p; 
incarnation, but Katerynych 1, 
that the band still plays all the so, 
with the new line-up, and now hay, 
over 39 original songs ready to dig, 
at any given show. 

“We just really love playing |), 
music that we want to play,” h« 
“It’s all about having fun and keep 
a positive attitude. There’s a |o) .; 
music pandering to teenage angs| oi); 
there, and that’s just not whai 
about at all. We like to think we maif 
music for adults.” w 


to tour East in August, and hook uy 
with Our Mercury, establishing 
friendship between the two band 
fall house-warming in Oliver wit! 
both bands and Whiz Kidz adds tue! 
to the fan fire. 


2004 


The punked up ska full-length 5/7 j 
recorded and released, with Our M 
cury and Shout Out Out Out Out (thai 
band’s debut show) sharing the stag 
Gigs at the Victoria Ska Fest a: 
Winnipeg Jazz fest win over king 
Django, and the Operators are invited 
to play the veteran’s birthday party ir 
New York. 

“| was pretty excited at the tine 
because I really looked up to hin 
musically,” Budd says. “So playing |! 
guy’s birthday was ridiculous.” 

Come October, it’s Halloween a! 
the band goes off, dressed up as \' 
superstars. It turns out to be tne 
band’s last brainbuster when the gu 
announce they are tagging out. v 
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4 The Tipz of the Brontoscorpio 


BRYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 

ands come together in all sorts 
B: ways. Maybe the members 

see each other at all the same 
shows and decide that if they like this 
kind of music so much, maybe they 
should play it. Sometimes alcohol is 
involved, a drunken dare snowballing 
out of control until you find yourself 
onstage, petrified because the booze 
wore off. And, apparently, sometimes 
pomtastic horror theatre is all it takes 
to get a band together. 

At least that’s what happened for 
Brontoscorpio. Though members 
Curtis Ross, Al Hildebrandt and Roz 
Christian all played in the Frosted Tipz 
together at one point, Brontoscorpio 
got the push it needed when Ross and 
Kristine Nutting collaborated on Pig, a 
play Nutting wrote that was performed 
at local nudie mecca Chez Pierre. 

“We wanted to play metal like we 
like doing it, but doing it a different way 
like with machines for drums and wear- 
ing ridiculous things and killing each 
other on stage,” explains Ross. “Theatri- 
cal is maybe not the right word, but 
kind of more like a show. I was working 
with Kristine Nutting on a play she did 
earlier in the year at the strip club Chez 
Pierre and it was totally full of blood 
and boobies and crazy stuff and me and 
her ended up writing some songs for it 
and it was really easy and she was into 
it too, so it kind of ended up turning 
into this thing we have now.” 


THE, DEC 23 (9PM) 


BRONTOSCORPIO 
WITH HEADBANO, MISS MANNERED 


(=e) 
= 
| PAWN SHOP 


And, though he won’t reveal 
many details of what the show 
entails, any band born of heavy 
metal, boobies and theatricality 


“We wanted to play metal 
like we like doing it, but 
doing it a different way like 
with machines for drums 
and wearing ridiculous 
things and killing each 
other on stage,” 


sounds all right with me. Maybe 
better than all right. But what it 
needs is a name that imparts the 
majestic terror that such a band can 


instill into its audience. No proble;, 
says Ross—this band’s namz | 
Brontoscorpio. 

“They lived in the ocean in pre 
toric times. I think it was from , 
pre-Cambrian explosion, there we,- 
these giant scorpions in the wa; 
and they were called brontoscorp; 
which sounds pretty badass,” he s, 
of the four-foot long monsters \)\\), 
stingers the size of a lightbulb any 
which terrorized prehistoric seas.» , 
been kicking around the idea {o, 
awhile and I didn’t have anything |, 
do with it, but I thought it'd be a coo 
band name.” 


WITH OVER-THE-TOP imagery abo. 
nerd-gasm subjects such as Dep 
even the bandmembers don’t kn 
whether their songs are parody o; 
sincere love letter to their collect) 
idiosyncrasies. It doesn’t matte; 
though—you won't €ven notic 
because so much sound is coming 
straight at you, and besides, it couli 
all change next week. 

“It's not total dork shit—it’s s\il\ 
rocking out,” Ross asserts. “I thir 
we're still trying to find our sea legs iy 
terms of what we sound like. Some 
songs are sort of heavy but there 
still a few that venture a little m« 
into pop territory—I wouldn't call ther 
pop songs or anything, but they’r 
little bit more conventional. And then 
there's the total headbangers.” v 
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The Welcome Wagon, Welcome to 
the Welcome Wagon (Asthmatic 
Kitty) A married duo, Reverend 
Thomas Vito Aiuto and his wife 
Monique, singing gospel music—that’s 
the most succinct way of describing 
the Welcome Wagon. But there’s so 
much more to it than that, especially 
on the duo's debut album, Welcome to 
the Welcome Wagon, which features an 
assortment of instruments and voices 
providing subtle accompaniment, and 
production from Sufjan Stevens. 

From the open- 
ing strains of the 
gently-rising “Up 
On a Mountain,” 
there’s a sense that 
this is an album 
that is difficult to 
categorize, asa 
piano and creaking 
bench are joined 
by Monique's 
wavering voice, 
Vito singing and 
playing his guitar 
along, only to be 
joined by a choir 
and horn soon after, the music lifting 
the spirit with little trouble as melodies 
and lyrics alike cut close to the bone 
with uncluttered honesty. 

It’s gospel, yes, but in much the 
same way that country and blues 
singers have been inspired by religion 
for decade upon decade. The writing 
is informed by the Bible, but in no 
way is this music that belongs only 
within church walls 

The recording of the album, span- 
ning eight years, tells much of the 
story, having been put to tape in 
churches, living rooms and studios. 
There are no walls that can confine 
the sounds here. The second track, 
“Sold! To the Nice Rich Man,” moves 
faster, with a slinky electric guitar 
offering a counterpoint to another 
chorus of soaring vocals, all bracing 
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Vito's tale until the song all but 
explodes into a full-blown sing-a-long 
celebration of ... something. Like the 
best music, both secular and not, the 
Welcome Wagon’'s songs lie wide 
open for interpretation. There are no 
simple answers to be found here, only 
paths ripe for investigation. 

Oh, and utterly fantastic songs, too. 
Yes, throughout the album the Wel- 
come Wagon—and Stevens, with his 
focused production—lay down track 
after track of courageous lyrics and 
sometimes uplift- 
ing, sometimes 
downcast sounds, 
revealing hopes 
and dreams with- 
in the songs. 

As the album 
draws on, it 
becomes clear that 
even when the 
songs are less than 
cheerful, the dark- 
ness is somewhere 
up above the 
music, not at its 
heart. Hope and 
faith are what lies within the Welcome 
Wagon’s songs, as the duo works its 
way through the world, often certain, 
but sometimes only hopeful, that there 
is.a way through the sucking muck that 
this world’s residents must constantly 
struggle against. Of course, there would 
be little value in the words if the songs 
weren't so enticing, quietly emphasiz- 
ing or loudly proclaiming that hope and 
faith that is so necessary to the duo. 

There’s a quote on the front cover of 
Welcome to the Welcome Wagon: “Pas- 
tor and wife join voices in sacred folk 
songs for All Ages.” This is perhaps the 
best description for the album, concise 
rather than bloated, both intriguing and 
vague enough that it calls one in for a 
closer look at what lies beneath the 
covers and inside the grooves of the 
record. —EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 


10443a - 124 street 
780.732.1132 
www.listenrecords.net 


Catharsis and the Humdrun 
Catharsis and the Humdrum (Ido). 
of the Marketplace) What's i, - 
name? Sometim:< 
more than®yo,)"% 
want. Witness jy, 
} self-titled dep, 
record of Cath, 
sis and the Huy 
drum. It’s no; 
likely to inspjr, 
any catharsis, but it compensates |, 
over-delivering on the boredom. 7}, 
only things that stand out from ,; 
background of ultra-generic pop-ro¢; 
are the lyrics, which must have b; 
authored under the influence ,; 
something illegal. Luckily, the album, 
mix is so bad that itis, at tim: 
impossible to make out the vocals 
long as you don't plan on listening |, 
it, this record is a fine choice, —(f\y; 
KELLY / lewis @vueweokly.com 


Keyshia Cole, A Different Me (Gei 
fen) Just in case you were wonderin 
what exactly was going to be differe)) 
about Keyshia Co} 
this time around 
on the intro to he 
newest album, she 
helpfully slinks ou! 
*) would like to 
introduce a sexie; 
side of me” over a 
‘70s let's-get-it-on groove and a fuck- 
me beat. Then she immediately follov, 

it up with songs like “Make Me Over 

“Please Don't Stop” and “Erotic.” Ignor 

ing the fact that sexing it up isn’t exact 

ly a bold move for an attractive, young 
female singer, Cole is more than capa 
ble of bringing sexy to the front: though 
her production is a little bit mired in too 
many contemporary gimmicks, Cole's 
voice is aural aphrodisiac, slipping 
comfortably into whatever sultry moc 
she wants it to. It ain’t exactly Marvin 
Gaye, but there’s far worse music to 
shake the sheets to. —DAVID BEAAY / 
david@vueweekly.com 


The Mississippi Kings, Long Time 
Comin’ (redCoast) The Mississippi 
Kings might be a strange name {0 4 
group from Hamil 
ton. One thirg 
that isn’t strange 
is these guys’ abil- 
ity to mould and 
shape their music 
into a veritable 
melting pol ol 
musical styles, thus paying homage (0 
the singers and groups whom, they 
consider influences. And this album 
does this to great effect. Qccasionally 
the soulful, Motown-flavoured vocals 
meander along, supported by a grow! 
ing rock guitar. It’s like listening lo 4 
less-than-smooth version of Marv!" 
Gaye. Then “This Old Melody” con 
tributes something a bit different '° 
the whole mix through its rural, front- 
porch feel. And if “All Eyes" were 
played in a bar, the dance floor would 
probably be packed; this song certai!! 
ly doesn’t lack energy! Actually, he 
entire album doesn't. “Shoop (a lovin’ 
sound)” is the only song that disap- 
points a bit. Drawing on its Motow" 
influences, this song channels th¢ 
styles of the Temptations or Aretha 
Franklin; unfortunately, the vocals 1" 
“Shoop” feel sparse, particularly dur- 
ing the chorus. —MARIA KOTOVYEH / 
maria@vueweekly.com 


Potvin, No Love for the 
(Alert) While listening to 
; ee: { realized that I’ve 
seen her perform 
before—she was 
one of the five 
musicians at the 
| Guitar Women 
concert in town 


Potvin 
ck me as shy and reserveii—com- 
ared to the others onstage, Potvin 
spoke to the crowd much less. Fur- 
ermore, | don’t remember her ban- 

ing much with the other guitarists. 
aving observed this side of her, I can 
derstand why the soft, quiet tunes 
on this album are my favourites—I 
uspect that gentle, understated 
sic just clicks with Potvin‘s person- 
ity and style as an individual. These 
nieces create a feeling of intimacy 
ween her and the listener, almost 
e meeting for coffee and having a 
hat. “Perfect Day,” for instance, is a 
routs-influenced reflection, while the 
bluesy “No Love For The Poisonous” 
jays with an earthier sound. Having 
‘aid all of that, I admire Potvin’s abili- 
fo incorporate enough variety on 
is album to keep things interesting. 
ho’s the Enemy’ takes the gift of a 
political message and wraps it with 
some funky packaging. And the sassy 


elling off a pretentious jerk to anoth- 
er tevel. Together, these tracks on the 
album give an in-depth understanding 
of Potvin’s talents as a musician. 
—NARIA KOTOVYCH / maria@vueweekly.com 


Anni Rossi, Afton (4AD) It’s no sur- 
prise this young songwriter found a 
ome on 4AD, label-nest of the Moun- 
tain Goats. Rossi 
may be classically 
} trained, but she 
has a glancing 
aural kinship to 
early, sonically 
ambitious but 
slightly shambolic 
and skeletal offerings from John 
Darnielle. They share a reconstructive 
approach to songcraft—taking a piece 
that could be treated as straight-ahead 
folk, pop or rock, but magnifying an 
nexpected area or two, and muting or 
erasing others, so that what shines 
hrough becomes more a portrait of 
ambiguous encounters and moments, 
Sharpened with a gleaming core of 
emotional fidelity. Rossi doesn’t have 
the ferocity or history to draw on that 
her fellow 4AD-er does, but consider- 
ing she's only 22 years old, her tidy 
debut EP shows a world of promise. 
Rossi and her spare orchestra—revolv- 
ing around her modern-folksy viola 
and shapeshifting-coyote vocals, and 
occasionally embracing stuttering 
drums, clarinet and organ—rip through 
six odd little gems that alternate 
between woozy and ebullient and doc- 
ument everything from a declaration of 
love that posits an eternal youth of 
Sorts to a homecoming that grows 
more fraught and distant the closer 
One gets to the destination. —MARY 
CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychrista@vueweekly.com 
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Laws of Nature” takes the art of * 


EDEN MUNAD 
eden@yueweekly.com 


=2/OLD SOUNDS 
= 


New Barbarians, Buried Alive: Live 
in Maryland (Wooden) Originally 
released: 2006 Keith Richards has 
always claimed the lion's share of the 
glory for himself within the Rolling 
Stones, and for good reason: he’s Keith 
freakin’ Richards—bigger than life and 
death both in presence and in riffs. But it 
would be impossible for Richards to 
come off the way 
he does—as a 
swaggering mas- 
ter of chordal 
riffs—if he had a 
lesser band behind 
him. The backbone 
of the band may 
be Charlie Watts’ 
drumming, and 
Mick Jagger is a 
suitable vocal foil 
to Richards’ guitar, 
but it’s Ronnie 
Wood who is often 
overlooked in the 
band's game. 
Since joining the group back in the 
‘70s, Wood has been the eternal “new 
guy,” but he’s also brought something 
to the mix that wasn’t there during the 
Stones’ run of classic albums with 
Mick Taylor and Richards splitting gui- 
tar duties down the middle in a much 
more typical lead/rhythm fashion 
With Wood, the guitars meld into one 
whole. This turns out to be the case 
regardless of who the two guitarists 
are playing with, as evidenced by this 
recording of a 1979 show by the New 
Barbarians, a group that was ostensi- 
bly led by Wood, but in which 
Richards’ role is of utmost importance. 
There's nothing revolutionary 
here—the New Barbarians sound 
more pub-rock than the arena-rock 
behemoth that the Stones had become 
by this point, but that’s largely the 
charm of the admittedly rough-sound- 
ing tapes. It’s not that this band 
sounds like it belongs locked in a clos- 
et someplace—just that the rough 
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GHOSTFACE KILLAH 
GHOSTDEINI THE GREAT 
DEFJAM 

Sweet remixes comp 


Even when Ghost is idling 
He's fuel-efficient 


LORIE WOLF 

TAIBELE AND HER DEMON 
INDEPENDENT 

Spoken word plus jazz 
Like sex with Asian midget 
The fun wears off quick 


THE MAGNIFICENTS 
YEAR OF 
INDEPENDENT 

Gruff yet sawy Scots 


Exude buttery coolness 
Like sweat at fat camp 


and tumble approach features more 
than a few loose threads that hang 
freely instead of being wound tightly 
into the sound of the Stones. 

Despite the difference, though, 
here's an opportunity to hear the sonic 
relationship between Wood and 
Richards transposed into ancther set- 
ting, where it remains iargely the 
Same, just with different shades of 
colour splashed across it. 

With a setlist largely made up of 
Wood's solo material, with a few covers 
thrown in alongside several of Richards’ 
songs, the New 
Barbarians sound 
closest to the 
spots in a Stones’ 
set when 
Richards takes the 
lead vocal for a 
couple of tunes 
that are inevitably 
slightly more 
ragged than when 
Jagger is there 

On Buried 
Alive the covers 
are sometimes 
slight diversions 
that find the band throwing lines back 
and forth, having fun but not doing 
more than most other groups have done 
with songs like Big Bill Broonzy's “Rock 
Me Baby” and Chuck Berry's “Sweet 
Little Rock ‘n’ Roller.” 

At other times, though—on the 
pained, heartbroken take of Robert 
Johnson's “Love in Vain" and the sad 
and lonely reading of Johnny Pay- 
check’s “Apartment #9,” with Richards 
on vocals and piano and Wood picking 
the pedal steel—the music is more 
window into the souls of the players 
than a mirror reflecting their influences 

And then there are the Stones 
tunes: “Honky Tonk Women,’ 
“Jumpin’ Jack Flash” and “Before 
They Make Me Run.” Here, Richards 
and Wood sound alive and tn the 
groove, slipping deep inside the songs 
and playing them—no, working them 
over—with everything they have. The 
Rolling Stones have had their 
moments, to be sure, but this one 
belongs to the New Barbarians. v 


SCOTT VALENTINE 
SEASONS 
NATURE NURTURE 


Fifty-seven songs 
Plus four videos equals 
Three-hour Vedder-fest 


HAGRIENEWE 
UNDERGROUND OPERATIONS 
A heartfelt cry-fest 


Hard to feel deep emotions 
When laughing so hard 


ne atria DEUX 

ISLAND 

Pete Wentz sure is hot 
Someone should invent.that guy 
A vagina shield 


DVS 


NIGHTLY DRINK SPECIALS ANo FULL MENU 


FRIDAY & SATURDAY! 


BANDS START @ 5:00 Pm | $5.00 cover 


8307 SSTH STREET | EDMONTON AB | 780-760-0077 
_ MONDAY - SATURDAY. | 3PM‘ 3AM 
www DV8TAVERN com 


DEC 18 - DEC 24,2008 -W7UTEWEEKE 


HERE'S OUR OFFI 


7. KD Lang — Watershed (nonesuch) 


8. Alejandro Escovedo — Real Animal (back porch) 

9. Chad Vangaalen — Soft Airplane (flemish eye) 

10. Michael Franti & Speahead — A Rebel Rockers (anti) 
11. Amos Garrett - Get Way Back (stony plain) 

12. Justin Townes Earle - The Good Life (bloodshot) 


13. The Steeldrivers - S/T (rounder) 


CIAL TOP 30. 


1. Radiohead ~ In Rainbows (tbd records) 

2. Black Mountain - In The Future (scratch records) 
3. Sam Baker - Pretty World (sam baker) 

4. Rodney Crowell - Sex & Gasoline (stony plain) 
5. Ry Cooder - |, Flathead (nonesuch) 

*" 6. The Black Keys - Attack & Release (nonesuch) 
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cone es ane 


I com 
is Friday at 3 pm 
CLUBS/LECTURES 


AIKIKA! AIKIDO CLUB 10139-87 Ave , Old 
Strathcona Community League, www.alberta- 
aikido.org/edtnaikikai/ ® Japanese Martial Art 
of Aikido * Every Tue 7:30-9:30pm; Thu 6-8pm 
AWA 12-STEP SUPPORT GROUP Braeside 
Presbyterian Church basement, N. door, 6 
Bernard Dr, Bishop St, Sir Winston Churchill 
Ave, St. Albert ¢ For adult children of alcoholic 
and dysfunctional families © Meet Mondays 
including holidays, 7:30pm 

CANADIAN NATIVE FRIENDSHIP CENTRE 
11205-101 St, 780.479.1999 © Basketball; Mon 
(5-7pm) @ Healing Circle; Mon (6-8pm) © 
Boxing; Mon/Thu vs mp Tue een ° 
Volleyball; Tue (6-8pm) © Sewing Circle; Tue 
(6-8pm) * Beadwork Class; Wed (6-8pm) ¢ 
C.N.EC, Pow-wow; Wed (6-9pm) © Hip-Hop 
Class; every Thu (5-7pm) ® Cree Class: Thu (6- 
8pm) © Elders and Residency; Fri (all day) « 
Safe Using and Harm Reduction; last Fri each 
month (11am-12pm) ® Tobacco Reduction; 
every Fri (1-2pm) * Drop-in Night; Fri (6-8pm) 
CHESS Edmonton Chess Club and Society of 
Alberta Chess Knights, 780.474.2318 © Learn 
to play chess; opportunities for all ages includ- 
ing classes, sn ee and tournaments 
© rovingchessnuts@shaw.ca 


EDMONTON ESPERANTO SOCIETY Rm 
1812, 10025-102A Ave, 780.702.5117 ¢ Fri, 
noon-Ipm * vaughn@sewardeonsulting.com 


EDMONTON NATURE CLUB Royal Alberta 
Museum ® Monthly meeting featuring Gerald 
Romanchuk speaking on Birding Alberta 2008: 
From Zama to Wildhorse © Fri, Dec 19, 7pm 
(coffee), 7:30pm (meeting) « Admission by 
donation 

FREE FAMILY ART NIGHTS Nina Haggerty 
Centre, 9702-111 Ave © For Parents and chil- 
dren up to 17, materials, instruction and a light 
snack are free * Every Thu, 6:30-8pm 


IMAGES ALBERTA CAMERA CLUB 
Pleasantview Community Hall, 10860-57 Ave, 
780.489.9776/780.452.6224 © Featuring pre- 
sentations, speakersf, workshops, outings, and 
competitions. All levels of Picea eptets wel- 
come ® Meet the 2nd and 4th Thu each 
month; Sept-May, 8pm; will not be meeting the 
4th Thu in Dec © www.imagesab.com 


MEDITATION © Gaden Samten Ling 
Tibetan Buddhist Meditation Society; 
11403-101 St, 780.479.0014, www.gaden- 
samtenling.org; Kushok Lobsang Dhamchoe; 
beginner Tue, 7pm; intermediate Wed, Zain 
adv. Sun, 11am-1pm ¢ Bi Kuma 

iritual Organization, 208, 10132- 
105 St, 780.425.1050, www.bkwsu.org; Raja 
Yoga Meditation © Meditation and 

juddhist ices 10502-70 Ave, 

780.633.6157, www.karmatashiling.ca; with 
Tibetan tradition Lama Ani Kunsang. Beginners 
welcome, instruction available; Wed, 7pm; free 


RIVERDALE NET ZERO ENERGY HOUSE 

9927-87 St, www.riverdalenetzero.ca * Get 

ideas on energy savings from this zero energy 

house open for self-quided tours most 

a afternoons until March, 1-4pm © 
ree 


SUGAR SWING DANCE CLUB Pleasantview 


Hall, 10860 57 Ave, 780.604.7572, www.sugar- 
swing.com ® Swingin’ Christmas Party * Dec 


20 (beginner lesson 8pm, dance 9pm-12am) E: 


dance@sugarswing.com 


THOUGHTFUL TUESDAY DOCUMENTARY 
Steeps Tea Lounge College Plaza, 11116-82 
Ave, 11116 82 Ave, 780.988.8105 © Film/docu- 
mentary series Thoughtful Tuesda' 
Documentary; Tue, Dee 23; cancelled « 
Thoughtful Tuesday Documentary The Devil 
Came on Horseback; Tue, Dec 30, 7pm 


TOASTMASTERS CLUBS ¢ Chamber 
Toastmasters Club: Chamber of Commerce, 
600, 9990 Jasper Ave, 780.459.5206; Thu, 6pm 
© MacEwan: Grant MacEwan College, Rm 7- 
297€, 10700-104 Ave, 780.633.3921; Fri, noon- 
lpm © N'Orators Toastmasters Club: 
Londonderry Public Library, www.norators.com; 
Wed, 7-8:45pm ° Norwood Toastmasters 
Club: Kingsway Legion, 10425 Kingsway Ave, 
780.456.3934, www.norwoodtoastmasters.org; 
Thu, 8-10pm ¢ Power Speakers: Grant 
MacEwan Centre for the Arts, Rm 437, 10045- 
156 St, 780.459.0642; Wed, 7-Spm 


Pursuers: Best Westem Cedar Park Inn, 5116 
Gateway Boulevard, 780.457.0808; Wed: 7- 
aa ° Chan d Roueey Rm, Millard 
lealth Building, 131 Airport Rd, 
780.498.4608//80.474.1138; Thu, 7-8:30am « 
en Bound: Rm 601 Norquest College 
10215-108St, 780.488.4098/780.454.3720, 
adamsrk@telus.net, Wed, 7-8:30pm 


THE U.S, AND US Stanley A. Milner Librar, 
Theatre ® Showing of the film by Quinn. 
Gordon Laxer and Quinn, will be present fo, 
Q&A © Dec 18, 7:30pm'* Free 

WOMEN IN BLACK In front of the Old 
Strathcona Farmers’ Market © Silent vigil t) 
Ist and 3rd Sat, 10-11am, each month, stan: 
in silence for a world without violence 


COMEDY 


BONNIE DOON HALL 9240-93 St, 
wwwEdmontonChristmasParty.com ¢ 
Christmas party featuring hypnotist Terrance ¢ 
° Fri, Dec 19, 6pm-1am ® $65 at 780.475.) 


COMEDY FACTORY Gateway Entertainmen) 
Centre, 34th Ave, Calgary Trail © Thu, 8:30p/ 
Sat, 8pm and 10pm © Leif Skyving; Dec 18 
Closed Dec 24 and Dec 25 


COMIC STRIP Bourbon St, WEM, 
780.483.5999, www.thecomicstrip.ca © Hit ; 
Miss Mondays: Each Mon Best of Edmontar 
Tuesdays: Each Tue * Tom Wilson Special 
Concert Presentation; until Dec 21 © Derick 
Lengwenus, Sean Lecomber, Shawn Gramia\ 
Dec 26-28 © New Year's Eve, Rick Bronson 
special concert. Star of The Tourist, 8-time 
C.0C.A. Comedian of the Year, AMPIA Away 
for Best Male Host; Wed, Dec 31, 8pm, 6p 
(door, arrive no later than 7:30pm); tickets 
availalble online 


EDMONTON SCOTTISH SOCIETY 3105 

St, www.Atomiclmproy.com, www.Extral.ar 

® An evening of dia and comedy featuring 
Atomic Improv and Lars Callieou * Dec 19-2( 
© $65 780.475.0333 or info@tnlec.com 


THE LAUGH SHOP 1105-6606 137 Ave, 

Londonderry Mall, 780.476.1010, www.the 
laughshop.ca ® Wed-Sat 8pm; Fri-Sat 8prr 
and 10:30pm * Wed amateur night; 8pm « 
Dave Nystrom; until Dec 20 ® New Years Eve 
with Andrew Grose headlining with winston 

Herbert and CTV's Graham Neil as host and 


14, Ndidi Onukwulu - The Contradictor (jericho beach) 
15. Agnostic Mountain Gospel Choir - Ten Thousand (shoutin’ abner pim) 
16. Kings Of Leon - Only By The Night (rea) 
17. Danny Michel - Feather, Fur & Fin (bumt bun) 
~~ 18. Nick Cave & The Bad Seeds — Dig!!! Lazarus Dig!!! (anti) 

19. Daniel Lanois ~ Here Is What Is (red floor) 
20. Elliott Brood — Mountain Meadows (six shooter) 
21. Lucinda Williams - Little Honey (lost highway) 
22. Old Crow Medicine Show - Tennessee Pusher (nettwerk) 
23. Van Morrison -Keep It Simple (exile) 
24. Firewater - The Golden Hour (bloodshot) 
25. Calexico - Carried To Dust (quarter stick) 
26. lan Tyson — Yellowhead To Yellowstone & Other Love Stories (stony plain) 
27. She & Him — Volume One (merge) ’ 
28. Mudcrutch — Mudcrutch (reprise) 

<~ _ 29. Martha Wainwright -| Know You're Married... (maple) 
30. Jeff Healy - Mess Of Blues (stony plain) 


COMMON 


UNIVERSAL MIND CONTROL 


Universal Mind Control is the eighth studio 0 

album by rapper Common. On the making of WN SALE NOW! 
the album, Common said "! created this music 
for the summer time, it's about feeling good... 
this is the type of music | felt was missing from 
my body of work. 


2007 EDMONTO 
MUSICIAN'S 


DIRECTORY 


bee the most 
Comprehensive 
listing of 
EDMONTON 
MUSIGIANG. 


Check it out at 
~ VoeWeeky con 


Plus! Submit your 


WES 


SATURDAY @ 
DECEMEBER 20 


‘7 HANG WATE 
SC MAS WITH 


es FO FRIDAY ‘JECEMBER 19 | 


THEOPERATORS LETS Dance, THEOLD WIVES 


“se ars | SUNDAY DECEMBER £21) 


al E-TOWN BEATDOWN RAYGUN COWBOYS THEINTENSIVES 


NEXw CITY SUBURES 


MAKE SURE TO FRIEND U ACE COM/MEGE COMONTON 
¥ 10355 Whyte Ave. Shop online at megatunes.com 434-6342 


sate bat 


aa See 
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peed array Shon 
lementary School at 
1-8 Remy ets: 


for you in 2009 is an 


ces. | envision you 
enhanced intuition 


g ways. | picture you 
beyond your habit- 
cting your relation- 
u'll be entertained 

‘than ever before. 


‘between waking and 
ing, hoping that ee will 

J isn’t demanding or 
east, but mostly just 


bootcamp@teamedmonton.ca * Bowling: 
Gateway Lanes, 100, 3414 Gateway Blvd, Sat, 5 


|@teamedmonton.ca © YOGA (Hatha): 
Free Yoga; every Sun, 2-3:30pm; Korezone 
Fetes 203, 10575-115 St; yoga@teamedmon- 


ILLUSIONS SOCIAL CLUB Boots, 10242-106 
St, 780.387.3343 © Crossdressers, transsexuals, 
friends and supporters meet 2nd Thu each month 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/edmonton_illu- 


INSIDE/OUT U of A Campus * Campus-based 
organization for lesbian, $2 bisexual, trans- 

identified and queer (LGBTQ) faculty, graduate 
student, academic, straight allies and support 
staff * 3rd Thu each month (fall/winter terms}: 
Seva Series. Contact Kris (kwells@ualber- 


KOREZONE FITNESS 203, 10575-115 St * 
retin deat 10408-124 St, 
wwwedmiivi ee 

1877 9759448) 180.498.5768, © Providing confi- 
dential peer support to people living with HIV * 
Tue, 7-3pm: Support group © Daily drop-in, peer 


counselling 
MADELEINE SANAM FOUNDATION Faculté 
K Jean, Rm 3-18, 780.490.7332 © Program for 


IV-AID'S prevention, treatment and harm reduc- 


tion in French, English and other African lan- 
guages ® 3rd and 4th Sat, 9am-5pm each month 
vs Free (member)/$10 (membership) * Pre-regis- 
or : 


MAKING WAVES SWIMMING CLUB 

www .geocities.com/makingwaves_edm * 
Recreational and competitive swimming with 
coaching, beginners a to participate. 
Socializing after practices * Every Tue, Thu 


PFLAG Pride Centre, 9540-111 Ave * A support 
group for parents and friends of lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, transgender and queer people * Meet 


less boxy) boxes that all the outside-the- 
box thinkers customarily think inside. That's 
why, if | could give you a Christmas, 
Hanukkah, Solstice and Kwanza gift, it 
would be a nice, clean, square, white box 
punched full of big holes with ragged 
edges where the inside has burst into the 
outside. Happy Holy Daze, Gemini! 


CANCER (JUN 21 - JUL 22) 

In the Broadway play Passing Strange, 
the narrator Stew says, “You know how 
one morning you wake up as an adult 
and you realize your entire life is based 
on a decision you made as a teenager?” 
If that description applies to you, Can- 
cerian, 2009 will be the best year ever to 
do something about it. In the coming 
months, you will have the power to cor- 
rect errors or misjudgments you made 
way back when. You'll be able to figure 
out how to start over in an area of your 
life that you've always assumed you 
were doomed to accept just the way it 
is. You may even find that you can, in a 
sense, change the past and reconfigure 
your memories. 


LEO (JUL 23- AUG 22) 
Happy Holy Daze, Leo! If | could give you 
one gift for the holidays, it might be a 
magic object to add to your love altar— 
something like a pomegranate resting on 
red velvet, or a golden heart-shaped mag- 
net, or Pablo Neruda’s book 100 Love 
Sonnets. What? You don't have a love 
altar? Well then please begin creating 
one as soon as possible, and continue 
building it throughout 2009. For the next 
1 hs, the time will be right to get 
et, wilder and kinder in your 
connection. 


approach to creating intimate 


the 1st Wed each month SeptembersJune,7- assured 

me 780.436.1 i ' —_-woopys 
tnabpageaaiaca ay Sa Open Dai Hh ao eh ; 

noon) * Sat-Tue Karaoke wi 

bn bre thera al bedisic and Patrick... Sat-Sun Pool Tournaments = 
The first bar for the queercommunity to open i SPECIAL EVENTS 
a decade with DJs am. Brown an eis : oo 
Toonflash ALBERTA LEGISLATURE 10829-98 Ave, 
PRIDE CENTRE OF EDMONTON 9540-111 Www.assembly.ab.ca © Voices in the Rotunda « 
Ave, 780.488.3234, www pridecentreafedmon: Winter Wonderland: Ice scultptures * Events in 


pri - 
ton.org © Open Tue-Fri 1-10pm, Sat 2-6:30pm # the elt Craft table for kids, displays by local 
LGBT Seniors Drop-in: Every Tue/Thu, 2pm # schools ® Through to Dec 23 gs 
a Every Thu (7pm) ¢ Suit Up and Show Up: AA THE BLACK RIBBON BALL Holiday Inn, 4520- 
big ee Study group meet every Sat, noon * 78 Ave ® Countdown to 2009: Presented by the 
fouth Understanding Youth: Youth up to 25 West Indian Canadian Cultural Association to 
en, Geral social group meet every Sat, celebrate the New Year and in support of stop- 


T .ca * Womonspace: Board ping violence * Wed, Dec 31, cocktails at 7pm. 

peer av Sunveach month, 10:30am-12:30pm dinner at Bom and dance to follow ® $75 © 
rans Education/S Group: Meet the Ist Tickets and info available at 780.242.6368, 

and 3rd Sun, 24pm, of each month; wwwalber- 780.710.6499, 780.993,3823 

tatrans.org * Men Talking with Pride: Every Sun 

{7pm} facilitator: Rob Wells robwells: hot- 


BRIGHTNIGHTS Hawrelak Park, www.edmon- 
mail.com * HIV Support Group: Meet the 2nd 


fonchamber.com © Until Jan 4, 5-10pm 


Mon of each month, 7pm * Transgender, ACHILD'S WALES 
Transsexual, Intersex and Questioning (TT1Q) Rutherford House, 11153 Saskatchewan Dr, 
Alliance; Support meeting the 2nd Tue each 780.427.3995, www.culture alberta,ca * Dylan 


Thomas’ holiday story narrated by Vivien Bosley 
with music by Celtic harpist Goron Ritchie * Cec 
27-29 ® $10 {adult)/$8 (senior/youth 7-17); 
phone to book 


month, 7:30pm * Transgender Transsexual, 
Intersex and flvestioning Education, advocacy 
and support for men, women and youth; PFLAG 
Edmonton: Meet the 1st Wed each month, 7pm 
* Free short-term, solution-focused drop-in coun- 
seling; Wed, 7-10pm * YouthSpace: drop- 
in for LGBTQ for youth up to 25; Tue-Sat, 3-7pm 


ROBERTSON-WSESLEY UNITED CHURCH 
10209-123 St, 780.482.1587, www.nwur.org * 
Soul ing an LGBT-focused alternative wor- 
ship © 3rd Sun each month, 7pm; worship Sun, 
10:30am; people of all sexual orientations wel- 
come. A LGBT monthly book club and a bi- 
monthly film night. Info email 


UGHTS TOURS Leave from 
City Hall (south side) on 102A Ave * Edmonton 
Transit System tours visit Bright Nights in 
Hawrelak Park, the Legislative Grounds for 
lights, carolers and hot chocolate. The buses are 
wheelchair accessible * Until Dec 21, Mon-Fri 
depart: 6pm, 6:15pm and 6:30pm; Sat, Sun 
depart 5:30pm and 5:45pm © $3 (each) 


NEW YEARS EVE DOWNTOWN Edmonton 


iravenscroft@rwuc.org pew Sir Winston Churchill Square and 
. Surrounding precinct, www.eventsedmonton.ca 
ST. PAUL'S UNITED CHURCH 11526-76 Ave, © Anon-alooholic, family event with a skating 


780.436.1555 © People of all sexual orientations —_pai 
are welcome ® Every Sun (10am worship) 


WOMONSPACE 780.482.1794, www.womon- 
space.ca, womonspi mail.com * A Non- 
profit lesbian social organization for Edmonton 
and surrounding area. Organized monthly activi- 
ties from dances, games nites, golf tournament, 
etc, Monthly newsletter and reduced rates 
included with membership. Confidentiality 


in front of City Hall, snow ball throwing 
challenge, street dance, a bonfire. entertainment 
and family crafts at Stanley A. Milner Library 
and City Hall. CBC-Radio Canada Interactive 
Space, Edmonton City Centre featuring youn 
Edmonton entertainers. Interpretive Centre, Sir 
Winston Churchill a featuring mask making 
® Wed, Dec. 31, 7:30pm (City Hall, 9pm (other 
venues), mid-night (Pyrotechnics on Sir Winston 


Churchill Square) * Free; Edmonton Transit pro- 
bs free service downtown between 6pm and 
im 


NEW YEARS EVE FAMILY GALA Sherwood 
Park-Broadmoor Lake Park, Oak Street and 
Sherwood Drive, Sherwood Park, 780.467.2211, 
www strathona.ab.ca 

® Skating, tobogganing, a bonfire, roving enter- 
tainers, hot dogs, hot chocolatae and fireworks 
© Wed, Dec. 31 

WINTER SOLSTICE City Hall * A Pagan 
focused solstice service, hosted by the 
Westwood Unitarian Congregation. One hour 
gathering featuring music and singing, stories 
and ritual chanting * Sun, Dec 21, 2pm © Free, 
a collection will be taken in support of (Human 
and Operation Friendship; www.westwooduni- 
tarian.ca, 780.434.5819 


KARAOKE 


BILLY BOB'S SPORTS BAR Continental Inn, © 
16625 Stony Plain Rd, 780.484.7751 ¢ Wed 
8pm-12am, Thu, Fri, Sat 9:30pm-1:30am: With 
Almost Famous 

BO DIDDLY’S-NW (ROADHOUSE) 142 St, 
118 Ave * Sat 10pm-2am: with Gord's Ultimate 
Karaoke show 

CAMPUS SPORTS BAR 10807-106 Ave, 
780.420.1530 © Karaoke night: Tue and Fr Spm- 
lam, hosted by Brian Olson Saturday night DJ 
Hip hop 

CROWN AND ANCHOR 15277 Castledowns 
Rd, 780.472.7696 © Thu 10:30pm * Wed: Name 
that Tune 

DOYLE'S PUB 2619-151 Ave « Fri: with Sheri; 
9:30pm * Sat. with Ewan; 9:30pm 

DRUID 11606 Jasper Ave * Wed nights: with 
Gary from Mr. Entertainment 

GAS PUMP 1(166-i14 St. 780.488.4841 © Tue, 
Wed Spm-1:30am: Gord's Best Live Singing 
Show 

INGLEWOOD PUB 12402-1178 Ave 
780.451.1390 * Thu. hosted by Gordon; Fn: host 
ed by Shawna; Sat: hosted by Jolly Greg Giant, 
9:30pm-2am 

KNIGHTS PUB SOUTH 1919-105 St 
780.461.0587 « Fri 10pm-Zam: Gord's Best Live 
Singing Show 


VIRGO (AUG 23-SEP 22) 

“My deepest emotional wound has also 
been the source of inexhaustible bless- 
ings.” I'm not going to tell you why that 
statement is true for me—it's way too per- 
sonal—but | assure you that it’s one of the 
fundamental facts about my destiny. Could 
you make a similar assertion, Virgo? Is it 
possible to interpret your life in such a way 
that you could see how a painful experience 
you suffered in the past has also given you 
tremendous insight, inspiration and vitality? 
Two thousand nine will be an excellent year 
to make that leap of understanding. And the 
time around the solstice—right now!—is a 
perfect moment to get started. 


LIBRA (SEP 23- OCT 22) 

At Salon.com’s forum “Table Talk.” partici- 
pants were urged to come up with a six- 
word sentence that captured the essence of 
their lives. One person wrote, “Broke. Pay- 
day. Broke. Payday. Broke. Payday.” Another 
said, “Oh, no, not again. Again. Again.” But 
the testimony | really wanted to call your 
attention to is this: “| never learned how to 
swashbuckle.” Why is this pertinent for 
you? Because | believe that if you have a 
similar regret—that you've never mastered 
the art of swashbuckling—you will have an 
excellent chance to fix that problem in the 
coming months. In fact, I’m tempted to 
name 2009 as the Year of the Swashbuckle 
for you Libras. If | could give youa symbolic 
holiday gift to get you started, it might be a 
superhero’s costume created by a top fash- 
ion designer. Happy Holy Daze! 


SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21) 

Happy Holy Daze, Scorpio! If | could give 
you one symbolic gift to set the right tone 
for 2009, it might be a clear glass vase 


with a potato growing partially sub- 
merged in water, allowing you to see its 
gnarly roots. I'd hope that would inspire 
you to put diligent yet playful effort into 
getting reacquainted with and exploring 
your own personal source code—you 
know, the master plan of your life that 
you formulated before you were born. The 
coming months will be an excellent time 
to cultivate 4 wise innocence as you get 
to the bottom of who you really are. 


SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21) 

Let's say that on Christmas Eve, Santa 
Claus hopes to deliver toys to every child 
who believes in him. Thanks to the fact 
that his distribution area stretches over 
many time zones, he'll have at least 24 
hours to accomplish this feat. Still, that 
means he’s got to visit approximately a 
thousand homes per second. | don’t know 
what astrological sign Santa is, but if he’s 
a Sagittarius he'll have the highest possi- 
ble chance at success. Beginning any day 
now, and lasting throughout 2009, your 
tribe will have the potential to move 
faster, think quicker and multi-task better 
than every other tribe. If | were going to 
give you a symbolic holiday gift, it would 
be greased lightning, Happy Holy Daze! 


CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19) 

Four out of every five people testify that if 
such a thing were possible, they would 
buy more time. If you're one of those four, 
\'m here to tell you that conditions in the 
coming months will provide some inter- 
esting opportunities. While you may not 
be able to actually purchase more of that 
precious commodity, it’s quite possible 
that you'll be able to legally steal it, barter 
for it and even create it from scratch. I've 


got to be cryptic here, because the prom 
ise 'm hinting at is of course not true in a 
strictly literal sense: you'll have to tweak 
your imagination and think a bit sideways 
and upside-down in order to cash in ong. 
the temporal expansions that will be 
available. 


AQUARIUS (JAN 20- FEB 18) 


When she applied for admission to New 
York University as an undergraduate, 
Rehka Malhotra was rejected: Years later, 
after she'd become a well-known Brook- 
lyn DJ, that same school inuited her to 
teach a class, “Pop Culture: South Asians 
in the US." “It was the sweetest 
revenge,” she told Good magazine. | pre- 
dict a comparable development for you in 
the coming year, Aquarius. You will find 
power in a-place where you were former- 
ly weak, or you will achieve success in a 
situation that once shut you out. ~ 


PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20) 


Happy Holy Daze, Pisces! My gift to you 
is advice about the coming year. First, 
read this quote from WH Auden’s book 
The Dyers Hand. “A daydream is 4 meal 
at which images are eaten. Some of us 
are gourmets, some gourmands, and a 
good many take their images precooked 
out of a can and swallow them down 
whole, absent-mindedly and with little 
relish.” With this as your touchstone, | 
urge you to be a gourmet in your 
approach to daydreaming during 2009. it~” 
will be time for you to make your fantasy 
life into an art form instead of a chaotic, 
unconscious diversion. If you put more 
intention into your generation of mental 
images, you will find yourself better able 


to create what you really want. w « 
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You're in control 


| QUEERMONTO 


——t | TAMARA GORZALKA / 
tam@vueweekly.com 


Last month Queermonton interviewed les- 
bian porn mogul Nan Kinney. Here is the 
second half of the conversation with the 
prolific producer. 


VUE WEEKLY: Do you think there are going to 
We a lot of successful lesbian porn web- 
sites soon? 
NAN KINNEY: I'm happy to see that there are 
at least a couple. You've got one up there 
in Vancouver with Good Dyke Porn and 
then the Crash Pad series, it’s really excit- 
ing to see this kind of branching out. The 
market is growing. | would hope it does, 
I'm feeling positive about it, more individ- 
uals are going to get involved in this. 
We're trying to do a redesign on our site 


to put downloading and VOD [Video on 
Demand]. Hopefully we're going to have 
that in the next few months. Eventually 
DVDs are going to be phased out. Right now 
we're still selling them, people still want 
them. But down the line | think that's going 
to be the main delivery system, whether it's 
through the Internet or to your TV. 


VW: Why do you think women have such a 
hard time admitting that they like porn? 
NK: It's all that social and societal upbring- 
ing; women aren't supposed to be out- 
wardly sexual, it's somehow shameful for 
women to openly admit it. It's society's 
expectations on women, how they're cor- 
nered into these roles: mother/whore. | 
think it's really hard. Women have to be 
brave to break out of that. 


VW: How do you try to fight through that? 
NK: It's been a whole process. When we 
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IF YOU WANT TO PLACE YOUR CLASSIFIED AD IN 
VUE WEEKLY PLEASE PHONE 780-426-1996. 
DEADLINE IS HOON THE TUESDAY BEFORE PUBLICATION 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 


Looking for one or two open minded health 
conscious people interested in working from home 
full of part time. Clinically tested patented prod- 


ucts. No inventory to carry. 
For information call Ken at 780.454.6971 


IEDS 


CHANGE YOUR LIFE! TRAVEL TEACH ENGLISH: 
We train you to teach. 1000's of jobs around the world 
Next in-class or ONLINE by correspondence. Jobs quar- 
anteed. 7712-104 St. Call for info pack 1.888.270.2941 


MUSICAL INSTRUCTION 


MODAL MUSIC INC. 780.221.3116 
Quality music instruction since 1981 
Guitarist. Educator 
Graduate of GMCC music program 


ARTIST 10 ARTIST 


EDUCATIONAL 


Free Acting Classes 
sign up at freeactingtips.net 
Audition and camera tips 
te www.vadastudios.com 


FRAMING 


MOVIE DOSTER SHOE 
Affordable picture frame options. Music Posters. 
3176 Gateway Bhd. 439-0408 


HELP WANTED 


The Cutting Room is looking for 
Assistants and Stylists 
Please drop off your resume at 
10536 - 124 Street 


Drivers wanted: $15+/hr, Wed (night). Thu (day), 
perm/PT. Must have mini-van or truck. 
Looking for reliable, responsible person. 

Ph 780.907.0570 


Get $100 aver and over! Don't miss out! 
Do you have 1 or 2 spare hours a week? 
For free info: Call 1.888.230.7531 
Ext 81887 or visit blythesuperstore.com 


EXTRAS 


 COBolding $4 
() Caps $4 
CO Extra Line $4 
(1 Box Word Ad $4 
CJ Symbois $4 ; 


Phone 426-1996 from 9am-5pm Mon-Fri Email 


Deadline Tues at Noon » Print fegibly on lines at right * Up to 45 Characters per line * Every letter, space or mark counts as one character Allow one space following punctuation 


Kompany Family Theatre Society invites 
Canadian playwrights to submit a first draft, original 
play to our New Works for Young Audiences 
Development Program. by 5 pm, Fri, Jan. 16, 2009, 
Questions? Please contact: Laura Rushfeldt 
T: 780.989.3901 / E: kompany.admin@shaw.ca 


Actors wanted, male & female, for full-length independ- 
ent film, to be shot in Edmonton in Spring/Summer 
2009. Non-paying-great experience. Email thefilmpro- 
ject@hotmail.com with your experience 


Bullet Productions needs actors with good improv 
skills for ongoing plays. Good pay, no rehearsals and 
lots of fun. Contact Darcy 780.203.1712 


Cast needed for short experimental film. 
No pay, shooting early December. 
For more info, contact: leon_cde@hotmail.com 


first started in the early ‘80s, there was 
just nothing for women. | used to say 
back then, it’s kind of like doing mission- 
ary work. You have to take it out there, 
show them that it's alright. 

We got a lot of crap for it: negative reac- 
tions, hate letters. It's definitely changed 
since then. First of all you have to market 
to women. You have to make pretty covers, 
make products they might actually enjoy, 
instead of just trying to force the crappy 
kind of mainstream porn and porn prod- 
ucts—it's kind of like this whole little 
industry has opened up around women's 
sexuality. Really well made sex toys, really 
good books, comfortable shopping experi- 
ences for women. 


VW: If lesbian porn is a niche market, 
pornography with trans men must be an 
even smaller one. Do you think that’s ever 
going to expand? 

WK: | think there are people interested in 
it. It's never going to be gigantic, but 
these smaller niche markets are just 
slower to build. People have to admit it to 
themselves. It's so hard to come out as 


MUSICIANS 


Pro rock band looking for powerful front man/lyricist 
to complete six-piece pro rock band. For auditions call 
780.995.6660 


Bass player wanted to relocate to Medicine Hat to 
play in various new metal/tock project with Hart 
Bachmier of Disciples of Power. 25-35 yrs. Must have 
long hair; serious ing only. 403.504.5135 


Texas Blood Money is looking for a talented and dedi- 
cated bass player. If music is your top priority, you 
have a great attitude, are willing to rehearse 3-4x per 
week and can be available for tour then please give 
us a shout! Serious inquiries only please 
780.920.0438 


The Loud Hailers seek keyboardist and saxophonist 
for original rock n roll, rhythm & blues. 
780.760.7284 Justin 


Three-piece power trio requires lead guitarist for 
modern rock project. Please be mature and serious 
780.418.2214 


2 singer/songwriters have started a Pop/Jazz group. 
Practice weekly. Looking for musicians (18-24yrs) who 
are creative and can improvise. Need pianist, qui- 
tarist, bassist, drummer, celloist, and brass section. 
Contact: kareneleven@hotmail.com 


Wanted: Singer and bass player for heavy original 
project. Infl: Tool, Filter, Mudvane. Contact Aaron 
780.474.7076 


Youth rock band available to play non-profit events 
Visit www.st-rock.com for booking. 
Part of www.therockgeneration.com 


The Works Festival—Calls to Enter © Churchill 
Square 2009 Artisan Market and Food Street Vendors 
Reduced rates if you apply by Feb. 15, 2009. Contact 
dawn@theworks.ab.ca for more info. Deadline: Apr. 
15, 2009 © Churchill Square 2009 Street Stage. 
Deadline: Feb. 15, 2009 © 2011 exhibit Deadline: 
Aug. 25, 2009 © 2nd Annual Chalk Art Contest 
Prizes are awarded on Canada Day, base your entry 
on the 2009 Festival theme HEAT! line: Jane 1, 
2009 © 2nd Annual Smaller than a Breadbox, Base 
your entry on the 2009 Festival theme HEAT! 
Deadline: 1, 2008 © Download applications at 
www.theworks.ab.ca 


Steeps—Old Glenora: for open mice—Spoken word 
First Thursday every month, Contact Adam Snider to 
Sign up adam.snider@gmail.com 


FORM OF PAYMENT 


VOLUNTEER 


Volunteers needed for the annual Ice onWhyte 
Festival, Jam 15-25, 2009 in Festival Park, 85 Ave, 
104 St. visit www.iceonwhyte.ca, email Shelly Hall 

Zenew at shelly@iceonwhyte 


Rainbow Society of Alberta: Volunteers needed for 
Christmas Gift Wrap at Mill Woods Town Centre 
Mall, Dec, 17-24. Call Shauna 780.469.3306 


Volunteer website for youth 14-24 years old 
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trans and then they have to get into the 
porn side of it, it's a slower process. — 


VW: If someone wants to get started in 
checking out lesbian porn, say for the hol- 
iday season, and you wanted to ease 
them into it, where would you suggest 
they start? 

WK: Everything that SIR productions has 
done is great. Like How to Fuck in High 
Heels and Hard Love. A \ittle story, nice 
women, edgy sex. Very intelligently done, 
the same with Sugar High Glitter City. | 
would start with something that has a lit- 
tle bit of a plot to bring you in, is intelli- 
gent, has some good dialogue. | would 
start there and see how you feel. Maybe 
check out some of the stuff online, like 
CrashPadSeries.com, watch a little bit 


and see how you like it. Same with your’ 


gals up there at GoodDykePorn.com, 
watch about eight or 10 minutes and see 
how you like it. Test it out, watch a little 
clip and see if it does anything for you. 

If you watch a whole movie and even if 
you only see one or two things that turned 
you on, then the movie was worth it. The 


www. youthvolunteer.ca 


Bring laughter. smiles and simple delights to child and 

back into your life! Be a Bi Brother or Big Sistor 

Today! Call 780.424.8181. Remember you don't have 
to change your life to change theirs! 


The Salvation Army Christmas Kettle Campaign: New 
20-Dec 24 Volunteers Needed! To help out call 
780.412.2635 


Break the Code! Help and adult to read and write. 
Call Jordan Centre for Family Literacy 780.421.7323 
www.famlit.ca 


Red Cross's Humanitarian Issues Program: need 
volunteers to help promote humanitarian issues to the 


whole 60 minutes, not every minuterof it is 
going to float your boat. That's St for- 
ward is for, just go to the parts that you like 
don't sit there and watch stuff you don't like 
You're in control, it's not in control of yo, 
you're in control of it, just like sex. 


VW: Lastly, you're in California, wi: 
everything going on right now, do yo, 
have any thoughts on Proposition 8? 

NK: Oh, it's so distressing! The whole thing 
we had this whole high of everything 
Barack Obama getting elected, what a huge 
thing on many levels in this country. Eye, 
for our little business. And then we had th) 
smack down with this religious right comin 
back again to attack people for loving eact 
other. It’s just hideous. It's going to ta} 
time, I've been in this business for 25 year 
I've seen a lot of changes. it does happen 
we just have to keep at it. | believe i: 
going to happen, same-sex marriage | 
going to be legal in California, sooner «, 
later. Hopefully sooner. 


Fatale’s lesbian porn catalogue is avai! 
able at fatalemedia.com. w 


Edmonton Community. We are hoping to expand cu 
youth team (12-24 yrs old), Contact Laura Keegan 3 
laura. keegan@redcross.ca 


VOLUNTEER 


| Had Enough? Cocaine Anonymous 780,425.2715 


The CRC is seeking energetic, caring, committed vo! 


Help support the Youth Emergency Shelter Society 
Programs for youth 
780 468 7070; yess.org 


WE’RE HIRING 


Public Outreach, Canada’s leader in face-to-face 
fundraising, is currently hiring its fall staff. Our 
fundraisers spread awareness and raise funds 
for a select group of non profits. 


* $14/h, guaranteed wage 
e Flexible hours 


* Travel and advancement opportunities 
e Perks such as daily coffee and treats 


* Friendly, socially conscious co-workers 


* A fun, dynamic, and inspiring work environment 


Work to make a difference today! 


www.publicoutreach.ca 


edmontonjobs@publicoutreach.ca 


780-436-9896 


(Cash ()Check []VISA [MasterCard ns 

Address ete 

Ph. Ge 3 ee : Z Ridon = \ epee: Reveaee 
ob@vueweekly.com ¢ 10303-108St. Edmonton 
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‘and assist with paperwork. Thu, 1 


the way to once every three months, Now 
ped he | like once every six months 
or so. It never lasts yery long, but | chalk 
that up to it being so infrequent that he 
can't last. : 


Then recently he told me he didn’t like 
blow jobs anymore and didn’t want them. 
Then just about a week ago we were watch- 
ing 4 program on different relationships. 
it got to this group of asexuals he said 
that sounded like him. | was baffled! He's 40 
years ald. He's been sexually active for bet- 
ter than 25 years. (He started kinda young) 
Now after 10 years of mariage he's sudden- 
ly lost all interest? Is he truly asexual? Or do 
you think there's something else? 
LOVE, BAFFLED 


DEAR BAF: 

| think there's something, and | think your 
story, which sounds so weird to you, is just 
the sort-of-extreme end of a typical pattern. 


People do tend to have less sex (a little or a 
lot less, depending) as the initial honey- 
moon high fades and as other responsibili- 
ties (I'm looking at you kids) and 
distractions accumulate. How much it cools 
and how coid it gets is to some extent 
under our own control and some extent 
not—if there’s not much flame there to 
begin with it doesn’t take much to quench it 
and pour water on the embers and 
Metaphor, metaphor. There are so many fac- 
tors besides simple neglect that could be in 
play here, though, that ! hesitate to give you 
an airy pronouncement of “you didn't use it, 
you lost it.” There's got to be some element 
of that going on here, though. You guys did- 
n't use it much, did you? 

| was making some notes for a revision 
of my “sex after parenthood” class 
recently and when | got to the “use it or 
lose it” segment | had that haunted feel- 
ing of something familiar, hovering just 
out of reach. What did this situation 
remind me of, and what had | done about 
it? Finally | realized it was hiking, of all 
things, that way back when | had the 
leisure to go hiking with a friend every 


week | used to look for excuses to put it 
off, it sounded hard, | didn’t have the 
energy, | just wanted to be left alone to 
read my book ... and then I'd heave 
myself up and go and it would be the 
greatest thing ever. So. That's my pre- 
scription for sexual atrophy/avoidance: 
get up, put on your boots and just do it. 
Except maybe without the boots, unless 
you're into that. 

Contrary to popular supposition, lack of 
sex does not necessarily make people 
horny; it often makes them yawny 
instead. Sex breeds sex. A really hot 
evening's entertainment leads to really 
hot memory/reverie over coffee in the 
morning and lascivious thoughts come 
sundown. But all of this is couples’ stuff, 
and there is something else going on with 
your husband on the unilateral side 

Asexuality in the recent, current under- 
standing is more of a lifelong thing, an 
inborn tendency kind of like homosexuali- 
ty except for the whole “sexuality” part 
Sure, there are people whose traumatic 
sexual histories cause a total shut-down 
but I'd call that sexual aversion rather 


than asexuality. And Id guess that your 
husband is suffering from a combination 
of acquired low libido caused by not hav- 
ing much sex or much passion at home, 


plus low testosterone (doesn’t like blow = 


jobs all of a sudden is cause for concern). 
That last one can actually be tested, and 
I'd be happy to be proved wrong but even 
happier to be proved right, since a little 
supplementation and, as they say (con- 
fusingly) Bob's your uncle. 

But you know what? This is a really 
stupid thing to play guessing-games 
about. Your husband is siting right there 
and he doesn't really took all that busy, 
you know? What did you say when he 
made his startling pronouncement? Did 
you actually ask him if he’s always felt 
pretty much asexual (in which case sucks 
to be you) or if it’s only recently seemed 
like something other people crave in a 
way he just doesn't get? Maybe you need 
to have more sex to get more sex, or 
maybe you need to come to terms with a 
sexless marriage, but either way you'd 
best get busy 
LOVE ANDREA 


2:30pm. Transportation not required. Leslie 
780.432.1137, ext 357 


CANADIAN LIVER FOUNDATION is looking for 
enthusiastic volunteers for presentations and special 
events. Call Carmen at 780.444.1547 


Instructor Support Aide—Assist Health Care Aide 
Training instructors in a program for immigrant 
women fo present course materials, and students. 
4hrs/wk, 8am-noon, or 14pm, Mon-Fri. Northeast 
location. Lestie 780.432.1137, ext 357 


Senior's Birthday Entertainment 
Senior recreation/activity cenire needs volunteer 
entertainers for monthly aftemoon parties. 
Weekday message Karen 780.468.1995 seesa.ca 


The Support Networkc Volunteer today to be a 
Distress Line Listener. Apply on line at: www-thesup- 
portnetwork.com or call 780.732.6648 


Elder Abuse Victim Advocate—Assist, provide tele- 
phone support. Mature volunteers, 35+, with calm 
manner and excellent communication skills wanted. 
Volunteers receive intensive training and support. 
Commitment: Two 2 hr shifts/month, plus attendance 
at monthly staff meeting. Daytime Mon, fue, or Thu 
Sam-5pm. Leslie 780.432.1137, ext 357 


Volunteer for your local Red Cross. Help us make our 
Mission of assisting the most vulnerable in our com> 
mpi and around the world possible. Volunteer for 


Red . To volunteer call 780.423.2680 / &: w2- 
adm-dm@redeross.ca 
Riso Up: Radio Free Edmonton on CJSR FM 88 


seeking people with a critical ear who will be at 
poets, picket-lines, blockades, any sites of struggle 
ween people, corporations or governments to sim- 
ply bring @ recorder and send us the footage. 
E riseupradio@ejsr.com; Sam Power, 780.492.2577 
ext. 4 for recording equipment and more details 


Volunteers Needed to work with new immigrants in a 
variety of tasks and with some great fun events and 
outings! Many exciting shifts available! Call Judy 
780.424.3545, ext 249 


Volunteers Needed! to assist new immigrants on first 
time shopping ae for essentials. 2-3 hrs. occas. 
ys. Call Judy 780.424.3545, ext 249 


Volunteers Needed! id help adult Ui learn 
lish. 3-4hrs/wk. No exp. req.. various locations 
my Judy 780.424.3545, ext 249 


Meals on Wheels, volunteer kitchen help and drivers 
rset weekdays 10am-1pm. Call 780.429.2020 


Volunteer for ElderCare. with daily activities for 
seniors. Call 780.434.4747, ext. 4 
Mental Health jai in 
argon Rocruionent. For ih 


Ae ah.ea, lek on Volurtse, Contact Abigail 
Parrish-Craig at grammaabby@shaw.ca 


www.wage-peace.com for info/contacts, 780.988.2713 


ECAW.AR. (EDMONTON COALITION AGAINST 
WAR AND RACISM) Volunteers welcome. 


Become o distress line volunteer. [he Support 
Network, 780.732.6648. www.thesupportnetwork.com 


A call for volunteers - Action for Healthy 
Commumities: Questions about AHC philosophy & 
programs? 780.944.4687 Visit: www.adhe,ca 
Volunteer for the AGA and meet other art enthusi- 
asts, get a free membership after 30 hrs of volunteer 
work, get invitations to avents and movies. For info 
contact Priscilla Wagar at 780.422.6223 or 
pwagar@artgalleryalberta.com 


Would you like to help people/families affected by 
Alzheimers? Socialize with seniors while assisting 
with games and activities. ElderCare Edmonton 
780.434.4747, ext 4 


Help to broadcast news nationally for the 
blind and print-restricted! 
Email edmonton@voiceprintcanada,com, 
or call 780.451.8331 


Join in the hottest new trend of personal history 
Unique volunteer opportunity to develop your artistic 
and writing skills by helping to put together a collec 

tion of life history stories of Edmonton elders. 
Interviews have been conducted, we now need some- 
one to assist with transcription, storywriting, and/or 

Jayout and design. 780.434.4747, ext 4 for info 


Love Bingo? Volunteer for Elder Care. Bingo volun 
teers are needed to help raise funds for program 
meals and outings. Ph 780.434.4747, ext. 4 


Volunteer for a more just society for immigrants and 
refugees. www.multiculturalcoalition.ca or call 
Janina 780.423.1973 


PALS. Project Adult Literacy Society: looking for vol- 
unteer tutors to work with adult students in the Math 
Literacy Program. For info Ph 780.424.5514 


HEALTHY VOLUNTEERS required for studies with the 
Brain Neurobiology. flesearch at UofA, 780,407 3906. 
Reimbursement provided 


NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS Help Line 

24 Hours a Day—7 Days a Week 

If you went to stop using, we can help 
Local: 780.421.4425 

Toll free: 1.877.463.3537 


SEX TRADE WORKERS 


istie s Uu' 
Hot German blonde. 
780.964.7361 


ADULT 


Studio 


Northside Stud 
11910 127 Ave main floor 
Come out and play 
780 452 7440 


ce 42963170001 


SERVICES 


SACE-Public Education Program: Sexual 
Assault Centre of Edmonton (www.sace.ab.ca) 
provides crisis iitervention, information, counsel 
ing, public education services. For a customized 
presentation T; 780.423.4102/F: 780.421 8734/E 
info@sace.ab.ca; www.sace.ab.ca/24 Hour Crisis 
Line: 780.423.4121 


Canadian Mental Health Association, 
www.cmha-edmonton.ab.ca Education 
Program is pleased to offer workshops to give 
you the skills to intervene with people who may 
be at risk for suicide. Follow the links to 
ASIST or call 780.414.6300 


with 
100's of 
HOT 


FREE 


iris! Calgary 403-313-3311 
Nighioe. Other cities 1-877-834-4044 


Mobile pay, text"SCORE” to. 96669 


Edmonton | 


hours 


403-313-3330 


Edmonton 


780-665-0808 


Try Contato Tact fer free, Tet “xtra” to SFREE > wrorw.cretseline.ca 
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ARO DEEN i 
www.mothersmusic.com MU Ni ¢ Shop 


Mother's Music 


G Publications Mail Agreement #40022989 


University of Alberta Libraray 
PO Box 41021 

5th Floor Cameron 
Edmonton, AB 

T6G 238 


10251 - sad Street BOSS BR R G00 
E +600. t : with FREER RUZ (a) 
Healnnonest 


(ph) 780.425.1400 
edmonton@mothersmusic.com 
‘mee 4 
_- -, ab. Tess ‘) Pe. hehe Kit S350 
i—-? : sf : We ace ica aN ji 
we 44+ eee, oie Teele 
ne + 4 ied & Gariared 


& ot ie a. FShirts, 0's, DVD's & More! 


AOR 
MUSICIAN INSHOUR ——4 
a a Gordon Price Music = = 


WWw. gordonpricemusic. ain sales@gordonpricemusic.con 


ieee ns is ow as fe ides ey ms oh ri 


Recording Gear, Keyboards & MIDI Controllers, Guitars, Basses, Amplifiers, 
Percussion, Edmonton's biggest selection of music books, instructional DVD' s and morel 
Ornaments, stocking stuffers and fun funky music gifts! 
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